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LETTERS: 

TO A 

WIFE, 

THE AUTHOR OF 

GARDIPHONIA. 



^ra Maria, vale I at veniet fdlciui aevamy . 
Quando itsmm tecumy fim modo dignus, era 

Lqwth*. 

A pnKfefkt wife b h^m the Lord. 

Pilot, aibu i4« 



LONDONj 
»mi»«|i> foa J. JOHNSON, no. 72, st. f Airt't cwRcSft 
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VOL. I. 



WRITTEN DURING ' 

THREE VOYAGES TO AFRICA, 
From 1750 to 1754* 



O laborum 
Dulctt Icnimen-— — 1 

HoR. 



They that go down to the fea tn (hips, that do buiinefs in 
ffrcat waters; chefe fee the works of the Loni, and hts wonders 
ta the deep. 

p9, ovii. a'3, 24. 
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Whek, after repeated checks of con- 

iciencc, I obltinately broke dirough all 

reftraints of religion, it pkafed God, for a 

time, to g^re me iq> to my own wilfiilneis 

and foOy; perhaps as much (b, as ever 

poor creature ^as given up to himfdf^ who 

did not finaOy peri(k The way of tranf- 

^ . greflbrs is always hard. It proved fb to 

2 me. The miferies, into which I plunged 

, myfelfi could only be exceeded, by the 

\) dreadful wickednels of my heart, and life. 

> At length, I was driven to the delperate 

< determination, of living upon the coaft of 

Africa. My principal rcfidence, was at 

the Plantanes, an ifland at the mouth of 

Vol. I. A the 



^ 



il PREFACE. 

the river Sherbro, on the windward coaft* 
about twenty leagues, S. E. from Sierra 
Leon» Some account, of this moumfiil 
part of my early life, has been long in 

print. 

ThccoaftrfGiiinca, w a country, fi»in 
liyhofe bourn, fcw.OaveUcrs, vjho hayc once 
ycntuttd to ft ate theijf, ever Jttum. But 
God, Jigw»ft«*om.If:bad.fiiwcd vidi a 
iiigb bftn^: yra» picafcd w appoint me, to 
bt a fwgulir.ip(lwc<5 of bis wcrcy. He not 
only fparcdq3e,butwatphaiovcrmc,by his 

merciful Providence, wM I feezed to be 
bent upon my own deflxuflaon ; and pro- 
vided for my deliverance from my; wretch- 
ed diraldom I To lura, who has all hearts 
inhb har^ds, I afcriheit, that,a friend of my , 
father's, the late, Mr-. Jof?!^ Manefty, a, 
merchant of Liverpool, to. whom T was 
then an utter ftrangcr, direacd the captain 

-of 
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of one of his fhips, to cncjirirefi^r mc ; and^ 
if he could, to brbg me home. This pro^ 
pofal for my deliverance, no leKs unex* 
peftcd, than undeferved, by me, reached 
meat a time,, when fome circumftaaces 
pf my captivity, being, according to mjr 
wretched views, and tafte, a fitde amjbnd- 
edj I at firft helitated to accept it. And, I 
believe^ had it not been for one confidera- 
tion, which will be' often mentioned, in the 
fourfe (/thefe letters, I ibould have lived, 
and died, in my bondage. When I re- 
turned to Liverpool, I found, in Mr. Ma- 
nefly,a..fccQnd/athcti he treated me vjidi 
great kindneis,. and took upon himfclf the 
'Care of providing for me. 

Towards the clof^ of the year 1743, 

Mr. Mancfty promifed me the command 

of a Ibip to Africa, in the eqfuing feafbn. 

O^ this protniif^ (for I had no other de- 

A 2 - pendancc) 
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pendance) I ventured to marry, on the firft 
of February Following,' where my heart 
had been long engaged. After I had gained 
my point, I often trembled for my pre- 
cipitation. For though I am furc, I flbould 
have preferred the perfon I married, to 
any other woman in the world, tliough 
poflcflcd of the mines of Potofi, Ihc had 
ho fortune; and if any thing had hap- 
pened, to involve her in difficulties, upon 
my a;cc6unt, I think my ftrong afFedion 
for hdr, would have made me truly mi- 
ferable. 

I have often thought Rnct, that we were 
then, like two unexperienced people, on 
the edge of a wide wildernels i without a 
guides ignorant of the way they Ihould 
take, and entirely unapprifed of the diffi- 
oilties they might have to encounter. But 
the Lord God, whom, at that time, wc 

knew 
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knew not, had mercifully purpofcd, to be 
our guide, and our guard. 

The imminent danger, and extreme 
diftrefs, to which we were reduced by a 
ftorm, in my paflage from Africa to Li- 
verpool, had, by the mercy of God, made 
fuch an imprefllon upon my mind, that I 
was no longer an infidel, or a libertine. 1 
had fomc fcrious thoughts j was confider- 
ably reformed, but too well fatisfied with 
my reformation. If I had any ipiritual 
light, it was but as the firflr, faint ftrcajcs of 
the early dawn ; and I believe, it was nof 
yet day-break with my dear wife. She wa$ 
young, cheerful, and much efteemed by her 
connexions, which were genteel, and ni{* 
merous. She was not wanting in that dcr 
cent religion, which is compatible, with 
the fuppofed innocent gaities, of a Worldly 
lifci and which difpofes people, to be 
A 3 equally 
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equally ready, and punftual, (In dieir re- 
fpedive feafons) at church, and at cards > 
at the aflcmbly, or theatre, and at the la- 
cramcHt. Farther than this, Ihe knew 
not, nor was I qualified to teach her* It 
is rather probable, that if I could have re- 
mained at home, my great attachment to 
her, would have drawn me into tlic feme 
padi ; and that we (hoidd have looked no 
higher for happincfi, dian to.ourinutual 
fatis&ftion in each othen 

But God had defigned better Aings for 
us. The fcafon for failing approached, 
and I was conftrained to leave her, to take' 
the command, and charge, of my Ihip; 
This neceflity of being abfent from her, 
which then feemed to me, Ktter as death, 
I have now reafon to acknowledge, as 
one of the chief mercies of my life. Nifi 
periiffem, periiffem. If I could have ob- 

tained 
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tained my fond fliort-fighted wilh, and 
have continued with her, I fee, that, hu* 
manly Ipcaking, it might have proved the 
ruin of us both* 

The fummons I received, to repair ta 
Liverpool, awakened me, as out of a 
dream. When I was forced from her, I 
found both leifure, and 6ecafion, for much 
rcfle£kion» My ferious thoughts^ which 
had been almoft fmothered, beg^n to re* 
vive.. And my anxiety, with relpefl tor 
what might poflfibly happen, while I was 
abroad, induced me to oSer up many 
prayers for her, before I well knew how to. 
pray for myfclfl He, who takes notice of 
the criefe of the young ravens in their ncfts> 
was pleafed to hear mine. In a word, I 
foon felt the need of that fupporr, which 
only religion can give. The fcparation 
likewife, tended on both fides, to give a' 
A 4 certain 
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certain tendcrncfs, and delicacy, and there- 
by, a permanency to our affedion, 
which might not have flouriflied to equal 
advantage, through life, if we had always 
lived together. 

This brief introdu<5tion, may poflibly 
throw fomc light upon fevcral paffages, 
which will occur in the courfe of my cor- 
refpondcncc. 

The only expedient, we could then 
think ofi to alleviate the pains of abfence, 
was writing. Letters were accordingly 
exchanged, by every poft, while I ftaid in 
England: and when I failed, and could 
not expcft to hear from her, for a long 
time, I ftiU continued to write, on the ufual 
poft-days. And this praftice afforded me 
fo much relief, and pleafure, that it was 
not long, before I wrote (if bufinefs, and 
circumftances, would permit) almoft every 

day. 
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day, of every week. Few, if-any, of my 
letters, mifcarried. The firft volume^ of 
this publication, is fonn^> by a (eledlion 
of extradts, fromthofe which I fcnt home, 
during the three voyages I made to Africa. 
Thofe in the fecond, are extrafted from a 
number almoft equal, which I wrote when 
we were occafionally feparated, after the 
good providence of God, freed me from 
that iniquitous employment, in which I 
was too long ignorantly engaged, and ap- 
pointed me a fetdcmcnt on (hore. 

When I firft undertook this painfully 
pleafing ta(k, I had not the leaft thought, 
of the letters appearing in print fo foon. I. 
intended them for a pofthumous legacy, to 
my friends, and to the public. But, in the 
progrcfs of the work, my objetftions to pub-, 
lifhing them myfclf, were gradually weak- 
ened; and I became more willing, to ereft, 
A 5 as 
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as it werej a moiiumeiitj to the memorf 
of a valuable, and much Valued woman, in 
my own fife tune. The only jiri^fiaUe 
pleat I can ailedge, lor printing thefe let- 
ters at aU> is a hope, that, by the Uefling 
of God, they may be made ufcful to fome 
of my readers; and> if this hope be not 
ill-founded, the iboner they appear, the 
better. Some tcftimony, in fevour of the 
happinefs of wedded life; fome intimation 
of the fiiares, and abatements, which at- 
tend it, feems not unieafbnable, in the 
prefent day. And perhaps, I am, by expe- 
rience, qualified to be as unexceptionable 
a wimefs, in both refpeds, as moft men. 

I am aware, that I jfhall cxpofe my- 
fclf to the charge of egotifm; but this, I 
may cheerfiilly fubmit to, if my heart does 
not deceive me, with reipeft to my motives^ 
and propofed end Ncithei- the cenfures, 

nor 



nor ^e pitiifes of meft, ought to bsnre an 
imdue influence upon thoie> who profeis to 
ad> with a view to the glory of God) and 
the benefit of their fellow-creatures. And> 
as to myfelf> now &t advanced in life^ and 
ftanding upon the brink of the grave, and 
of eternity, it does not become me, to be 
very folieitous, what mortab may fay, or 
think, of me, either at prcfent, or when I 
fhall ceafc to be {ctn among them ; pro- 
vided I am juftly chargeable with nothing, 
unfuitable to my profeflion, and general 
charaftcr. We muft all (hortly appear, 
before the tribunal of the great, unerring 
judge, the one lawgiver, who is able to 
favc, or to deftroy. Dies ijie indicahit. 
Then the fecrets of all hearts will be un- 
folded, and every charadler will appear ia 
its true ligjit. 
Yet, as my letters are of a lingular cal, 
A 6 and 
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and I tread upon rather new, and unbeaten 
ground, the rcfpe£t which I owe to my 
readers, reqirires me, to requcft their can- 
did perufal; and to Ibften, if I car, fuch 
objeftions,.as I forefee may arifc in their 
minds, (as they maybe differently dif- 
pofed) to different parts of the book. 

It is proper to make an apology to the 
public at large, for the detail of many in- 
cidents, which, however interefting to my- 
Idfl efpecially at the time of writing, are 
certainly not fufiiciendy fo, to deferve ge- 
neral attention. If I had not fuppreffcd 
the greater part of thefe, my two fmall 
volumes, would have fwelled to folios. 
To have fuppreflcd them all, befides de- 
feating my main defign, would have made 
the little remainder, appear harfti and ftiff; 
would have given the letters an air of de- 
clamation,, and have deftroyed that free- 
dom. 
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dom, which is eflencial to the epiftolary 

ftyle. It is difficuk to draw the exadt 

line, and to fix the proper medium -, and 

elpecially fo to me, on a fubjcdt in which 

I am fo nearly concerned, and on which, I 

dould not well confult my friends^ I have 

^ kept this difficulty in view, through the 

! whole, and have afted to the beft of my 

\ judgment. W hat fome perfons will blanie, 

others may approve, and my books will 

be open to all. Befides, as the workings, 

and emotions, common to the human heart, 

are much fewer, than the various events, 

and occafions, that may excite them ; fbme 

account of my own feelings, under certain 

circumftanccs, may apply to the feelings 

I of others, in their more important af- 

[ fairs. 

I To my more ferious readers, I may well 

)^ apologize, for mod of the letters of an 

? early 
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early date; which I ihouk} Certatnty bt 
afhaaied of now, if tbcy were printed by 
tbemfelves. But as I began to wrU^, 
about the fame time that I began to fee; 
and, in proportion as Kght increafed upon 
my mind,, my letters affumed a graver caft ; 
I was willing to infert fach a feries, as 
might mark the progrefs of tdat 4>iritual. 
knowledge, which the Lord taught me to 
feck, and which, I did not feek entirely in 
vain. My letters, which at firft were 
trifling, foon became more ferious ; and, 
as I was led into farther views of the prin- 
ciples, and privileges, of the gofpel, I en- 
deavoured to communicate to my dear 
correfpondent, what I had received. And 
in due time, he was pleafed to make them 
a mean of afFefting ber heart, and im- 
preiHng her with the fame defires, and 

aim&» 
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aims.' For which i»crcjr> I, can never fuC- 
ficiemly adore^ and praifc him. 

If they, who think lightly of marriage^ 
or who chiefly engage in it upon intercft-* 
cd motives, preferring the wealth, and 
pomp, and glare of the world, to a union 
of hearts; if fuch perfons, Ihould treat all 
that I have written upon the fubjeft, as 
foHy, rant, and enthufiafm, I cannot help- 
it. To them, I owe no apology. I only 
hope they will not be angry with me, for 
expreffing a friendly wiih, that they might 
be, even as I was j excepting the heart- 
achs, and inquietudes, that I fometimes 
felt ; which I confidered, as a price paid 
(and I thought the purchafe not dear) for 
my fatisfaftion. Long experience, and 
much obfcrvation, have convinced me, 
that the marriagt; Hate, when properly 
formed, and prudently conducted, affords 

die 
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the ncarcft approach to happincfs, (of a 
merely temporal kind) that can be attain- 
ed, in this uncertain world ; and which 
will bell abide the teft of fober refleftion. 

To infidels, fceptics, and libertines, if 
fuch fhould be among the number of my 
readers, I cannot exped:, that any apology 
of mine, for what might be juftly excep- 
tionable, would be either acceptable, or 
fufficient. They will be glad, if they can 
pick out any fentiments, either falfe or 
trivial, to exhibit as fpecimens of the 
whole. Yet I have fomething to fay to 
tbem 5 not in a fpirit of defiance, but of 
mecknefs. Thefe charadcrs were once, 
alas! my own. Had my abilities, and 
opportunities, been equal to the depraved 
tafte of my heart, I ftiouki have rivalled 
Voltaire himfelf. My own experience con- 
vinced me, that nothing (hort of a divine 

power. 
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power, can fofccn that mind, which, after 
having ftifled repeated checks of con- 
fcicnce, has renounced revelation, and is 
hardened like fteel, by infidelity. I know 
the gall and bitterncfs, the cfFefts, and the 
awful danger, of that ftate. Such pcrfons 
are entitled to my compaflion, and my 
prayers i if peradvcnture, it may plcafe 
God to give them. repentance, to the ac- 
knowledgment of the truth. It is not the 
fmalleft evil, rcfulting from this malignant 
poifon, that they, who arfe infeded hy it, 
cannot be content with going on, in their 
own way, alone j but ufually labour, with 
a zeal, almoll: equal to that of a martyr, 
to draw others into the fame path. There 
is a fome thing wifhin them, which will, 
at times, remottftrate, and recoil, in defi- 
ance of their utmoft efforts. At fuch fea- 
fons, (like children in the dark) unlefs they 

have 
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have company, their fpirits will fl^. This 
prompts them to employ, every art of fo- 
phiftry, and diffimuladon, to gain profc- 
lytes. 

Hiilorical dedu<5lions, and learned ar-. 
guments, are not neceflary, to evince the 
truth of the gofpel. It proves its owix 
importance, by its obvious tendency, and 
by its uniform efiefti. Let a thinking 
man fuppoie, for a moment, that the mo^ 
tives, hopes; and rules, propofed in the 
New Teftameni, \^cre to be univerfally 
underftood, cordially embraced, and ftri^-' 
ly*ot>fcrved, to-morrow; the fure cohfc^ 
quence, that a change, equally univcrfal, iri 
the general habits, tempers, and purfuits 
©f mankind, would Kkcwife,, to-morrOw, 
take place, muft force itfelf upon his 
mind. The wildernefs would become a 
garden : fraud, violence, difcof d, oppref- 

fxon„ 
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fion, and profligacy, would inftantly ceafe : 
order, juftice, peace, benevolence, and 
cvtry branch of morality, would inftantly 
flourifli. Men would live as brethren* 
and treat each other, as they could equita- 
bly expe6k to be treated themfelves, in 
iimilar cafes* Such are the a^ual efFe<fls> 
where the gofpel is mily received. How 
many, who, like the man poflfefled with a 
I^on, or like me, were miferable and 
mifchievous^ a burden to them&lves> and 
to their fiieods, and a nuiiance in the com-- 
munity, have been, and ftiU are, brought 
to their right minds; refcued from the 
tyranny of contending, inordinate pafEons^ 
and taught to fill up their places in fociety, 
widi dccoruitt, and ufefiilnefi ! The gof- 
pel, tfius embraced, is preiendy found, to 
be exadly fuited to the wants, defires^ and 
forebodings, of the human heart. It adds 

arelilh . 
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a relifli to all the comforts of life ^ di- 
minifhes the preffure of afflidtions ; affords 
a balm for every wound, a cordial for 
every care ; and enables the believer to 
meet death, with compofure, dignity, and 
hope. 

Hov/ ungenerous then,, how cruel, arc 
they, who endeavour to rob us of this pre- 
cious depbfitum ; when they have nothing 
to propofe as a fubftitute ? But, blefled 
be God, their' attempts are no lefs vain, 
thandelperatc. They may blind the eyes 
of a few, but diey cannot deprive the fun 
of its light. 

Such is the power of guilt, and fear, to 
alienate the mind from God, that they, 
who would tremble to be feated in a car- 
riage, drawn by unruly horfes, with no one 
to manage the reins, are reduced, to deny 
a governing providence of God, over all 

his 
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his creatures, and cfpccially over mankind. 
They think it lef& uncomfortable to fup- 
pofe, that the contingencies to which wc 
are liable, in fuch a worM as this, are the 
mere, unavoidable refult of fecond caufes, 
than that they are under the direftion of 
him, whofe almighty power, is combined 
with infinite wifdom, and goodnels. For 
they know and feel, that, if there be a 
God, if he be wife and good, and if he 
takes cognizance of the hearts, and adions, 
of men, they have every thing to dread. 
From perfons of this ftamp, I can expcft 
no favour. I once thought, or wiflied, as 
they doi but the divine Providence, which 
I long denied, and defied, convinced mc 
of my error, by multiplied, merciful inter- 
pofitions in my behalf. May the like 
mercy and compaflion, be extended to 

many 
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many odiersj who> at prcfent; know not 
what they do ! 

I return from this digrcffion. My 
yiewst in fending thele letters abroad^ are 
chiefly four: 

1. As apifclic tcftimony, of the thanks 
which I owe, to the God of my life, for 
^vtng tne fuch a trcafurc; for uniting 
gur hearts by fuch tender tiesj.and for con- 
tinumg; her to me {b long. . - 

2. As a monument of re^pei^ and gra^ 
titude, to her memory. She was my, 
pleating companioni my moft afieftionate 
friend, my judicious coimfcUor. I fcldom 
or ever repented, of a^iog accordbg to 
Iter advice. And I feldom aded againfl 
it, without being convinced by. the event, 
that I was wrong. 

3. 1 hope to fliew, by the moft familiar 
kind of proo^ example, that marriage, 

7 when 
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^hen the parties are united by affcdion, 
and the general cooduft is governed by 
religion^ and prudence, is not only an ho« 
nourablei but a comfortable ftace. But, 
^om. what I have felt, and what I have 
fccn, I am well affiired that religion, by 
ivhich I mean, the fear of God, a regard 
to his precepts, and a dcpendance upon 
his care, is abiblutely neceilary, to make 
us comfortable, or happy, even in the 
poiTeifion of our own wiflics. The faireft 
profpefts, unlefs founded upon this bafis, 
may be compared to a houfe, built upon 
the fand, which may fccm to aufwer, for a 
rime, while the weather is fine j but which, 
when tried by the ftorms and floods, the 
changes and calamities, infcparable from 
the prefent date of things, wiD, Iboner or 
later, fall; and involve the builders, in 
confufion and diftrefs. 

4.1 
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4. I lllcewlfc hope, that my example . 
may prove a warning to otiiers, who fet 
out with warm hopes of fatisfadHon; to 
be cautious of an over-attachment to their 
creature-comforts. Unc iUa Lacrynkt. M,^ 
fliarpeft trials, and my mod pungent caufes 
for, repentance, and humiliation, through 
life, Iprung from this fource ! 
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LETTERS 



TO A 



WIFE. 



1750. 

TIKST VOYAGE TO AFRICA. 

St, Alhan'j, 19 May* 
MY DEAREST> 

I COULD have reached Dun- 
ftablc to night, but I remembered that 
you had defired me not to ride late. 

I thmk, I fiiUy obeyed you, in not lay* 
ing much when I took my leave. My 
heart was really too (uW, and had I beenr 
more able, the fear of increafing your un- 
cafinefs, woxdd have prevented me. Were 
I capable of dcfcribing all the tender fen- 
VoLt I. B ' timcnts 
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timents that have occurred, fince we part- 
ed, an indifferent perfon would a^Uow mc 
to be mafter of the pathetic. But I can- 
not exprefs what I feel. Do me the juf- 
tice to believe my affeftion goes beyond 
any words I can ufe. 

1 purpofc to fet off early to-morrow, 
and to attctKi fcrvice at church fomewherc 
on the road j which I do not care to mifs 
without neceflity. But now I am parti- 
cularly dcfirous of improving the firft op- 
portunity to implore, in a folemn manner, 
the proteftion of Divine Providence, that 
we inay be favoured with a happy meet- 
ing. 

" Gracious God ! favour me and Iny 

deareft M with health, and a mo* 

derate Ihare of the good things of this life. 
Grant that I may be always happy in her 
love, and always prove deferving of it ! 
For the reft, die empty gewgaws and 
gilded trifks, which engage the thoughts 
of multitudes; I hope I fliall be always 
able to look upon them with indifference." 

I make 
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I make no apology ior this lerious 
ftrain. Believe me I write experimental- 
lyj and, to the degree that I love you, I 
eould not bear to be torn from you in this 
manner, if I was not fupported by my 
principles ; which teach me, that I ought 
to be not only content, but thankful, that 
things are fo well with me as they are ; 
and to expeft no plcafure in this life, with- 
out fome abatement. I believe there 
may be perfons who can keep themfelves 
in tolerable good humour, by the ftrength 
of their own minds, in a couffe ofprolpe- 
rity; but when crofles and difappoint- 
ments take place, or when they are con- 
ftrained to part from what they hold moft 
dear, if they cannot call in religion to their 
aid, they ufually fink and deipond. At 
lead I have always found it fo. 

I have a good horfe and a good road, 
and pretty good Ipirits likewife, confider- 
ing that the more hafte I make, die more 
I increafe my diftance from you. But 
when I refleft, that now your intcrefl: as 
B 2 well 
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well as my own, calls me away, lacthinks 
I can fcarcely go faft enoug^. 

I am likely to pprfcwm the whole jour.- 
ney alone ; jbut I want no company. It 
will always be a full entertainment to mc» 
to recoiled how very happy I have been 
in yours, and to animate myfclf with the- 
pleafing hope, that in due time, I Ihall be 
lb again. 

I am, &c 

Inviolably yours. 



Liverpool t ^^ Maji-^ 

I WAS forced to defer writing fo 
Jong on Friday, that I was conftrained to 
leave a thoufand things unfaid. I there- 
fore begin now in time. When you write 
next (which I beg may always be by re- 
turn of poft) let me know at what hours 
you ufually rife, breakfaft, dine, flip, and 
go to bed, that I may keep time with you, 
or, at leaft, attend you^ith my thoughts, 
if I Ihould be otherwife engaged. 

I cannot 



Firfl Voyage tQ,j^icay 1750. )f 

I cannot 'inform you that I have a (hip 
yet ; no one offers at prcfent which Mr* 
M — r- thinks good enough. Oh, that it 
was poflible for you to go with me, where 
I go, to cheer and enliven me amidft fa^ 
tigues and'difficultics> without Iharing in 
them ! How light would they then feem 
to me! But I lubmir. At leaft, happen 
what may, it wil^Ivc me pleafurc to think 
that my better, dearer parr, is in fafcty at 
home. 

I'havc now received ytours of the 24th, 
.and kifled it a hundred times ! I beg you, 
not to give way to uneafy apprehenfions 
for me : for while you are well and eafy, 
I am as happy as I wifli to be, during my 
abfcnce from you. I ihould be forry to 
find this abfence become more eafy to me 
by time. Let it fufEce that. I eat, drink> 
and fleep weD', and am in health and fpirits 
to do everything that may appear necef-> 
fery to procure us^ a future happy inter- 
view. 

I acknowledge that at intervals, ^ndi 
B 3 when 
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when alone^ the recolledion of the pall, 
almoft overpowers me with a tender con- 
cern i but do not he grieved for me, for I 
find a pleafure in the indu%ence of fuch 
thou^t$3^ which I would not part with 
upon any lefs conlideration, than that of 
being aftually with you. I have written 
myfelf into tears now, and yet I feel a fe- 
renity and iatisi&Aion, (f which, till I 
could call you mine, I had no perception. 
I cannot bemoan your abfence, without 
remembermg, at the feme rime, how 
happy, and how long happy 1 have been 
with you. This is a kind of bank itock, 
a treafure of which I cannot be deprived* 
And while I retain the recoUedion, that i 
have been fo happy, I cannot be quite 
uncomfortable. But why do I fay, I once 
was ?— I am fo ftiU i for the confcioufnefe 
that you love me, is a prefent, and per- 
manent comfort, and will be fo, at all 
times, and in all places. Your love was 
my principal defire 5 and without it, all 
that you had bcfidcs in your power to 

bellow. 
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beftow,, would have been dull and ia- 
fipid. ' 

Since you have kindly promifed tx> write - 
by every poft, I wifti we had a poft every 
day. 



Though, at taking up the pen, I 
have not a fingle fcntence ready, I expert 
fomething will foon occur, when I write 
to you. I am going to fet you a pattern^ 
how to fill a fheet with nothing, or what 
is fittle better than nothing. Bwt as I 
know you will make favourable allow- 
ances, I an? content to appear at a difacf- 
vantage : I can fubmit that you fliould. 
find tautologies and incoherence to excufe, 
provided I give you no caufe to think me 
ungrateful.-— 

— ^Do not think of me as fufiering or 

grieving— rather confider how happy you 

have made me, and that you have put 

me into a fituation, from which I can look 

3 4 upon 
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upon princes without envy 5 and that not- 
withftandifig my regret for parting with 
you for a feafon, I would not change cir- 
cumftanccs with any man in thekingdomi 
Of the many temporal blcflings for which 
I am indebted to a Gracious Providence, 1 
fet a higher value upon none than this, 
that I was formed with a heart capable of 
tender and difinterefted affe^lion,^ and di- 
rcftcd to ypu^ for the objeft of it* 

I am entirely yours* . 



Livurpoolt 10 July* 

I MUST be up late to-night to at- 
tend the tide \ but by writing to you, I 
can agreeably fill up the time, which might 
otherwife feem tedious. 

I pity thofe who muft fly to company 
^nd noife, to fill up their vacant hours i 
and muft be always changing the fcene, 
though often for the worfe. Whereas I^^ 
when I am moft retired and folitary, by 
dircdting my thoughts to yoni have more 

pleafurc 
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pleafiirc than they can conceive of in their 
gayeft moments ! I fay this, the more af. 
furedly, becaufc I have formerly been on 
the other fide of the queftion ; and have 
fought latisfa^ion, in that manner of life, 
With fo much carneftnels, that I fhoulci, 
9t leaft ibmecimes, have found it, had it 
reaBy been to be met with. But I can 
fcarcely recdleft an hour of my paft life, 
with any plcafbre, excepting the time I 
have paffcd in your company, and for that 
I think the innumerable troubles and fuf- 
fcrings I previoufly underwent, not a dear 
purchafe. 

I was on ihipboard this, morning till 
paft two o'clock. The weather was per- 
faaiy fercne, Ae moon flione bright, and 
having nothing from within, or without, 
tx> difcompofe me, I paffed the hours 
pleafandy, in thinking of you. It was 
with great fatisfaftion, I indulged the hope 
that you were then in a gentle flumber, 
under a fafe and fure protedion, and as 
free from inquietudes as myfelf. I then 
' . B 5 imagined 



lo Letters to a Wife. 

imagined the fcene changing to what I 
mull, in a little time, expeA ; when dark 
nights, heavy rains, violent winds, moun- 
tainous feas, and awfiil thunder, will 
fbmetimes all combine to alarm me« But 
this anticipation gives me no vneafinefi 
at prefent ; for even then, I ihall hope, 
that my dearer, better part, will be as 
calm and undifturbed, as ihe is now. And 
as to the odier half of myfelf^ now on 
board the Duke of Argyle, it may be 
pleated with the expedadon of an ample 
amends at die completion of the voyage. 
I fliall probably at fuch times often repeat 
to myfelf a part of the verfcs which I ad- 
dreiied to you at a time when I had litdc 
hope of obtaining the happineis I at- 
tempted to defcribe. They were then 
therefore a mere rant, but they now cx- 
preis my fctded judgment and choice. 

Thcfc threarning fcas, where wUd confuiion reigns. 
And yawning dangers all around appear, 
I value more than gi'oves or flowVy plains; 
Since *tis the only way that leads to her. 

Believe 
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Believe me, I ihould think it well 
worth the trouble of another journey to 
London, to have an interview with you, 
if only for a quarter of an hour. But it 
mufl not be, and I fubmit. 

. You either mifunderftood the latter part 
of my letter, or I exprefled myfelf awk- 
wardly, which is moft: likely. I did not 
mean to fay that you were wanting in re- 
ligion ♦ i I faid, or meant to fay, that as 
I thought myfelf not wanting in love, 
when I firft offered you my heart, and 
yet found afterwards, that my notion of it 
has been greatly enlarged by a more inti-^ 
mate relation to you j fo it might be » 
happy circumftance if we could be reci- 
procally helpful in improving each other V 
ideas of religion. If I fcemed to take the 
upper hand, and affect thediftating ftrainy . 
I aik your pardon, I ought to be fcnfiblc 

. * Alat I neither of us had much ienie of religioa 
at that time. She was my idol, and perhaps I was- 
ifers. We looked little further for happineft than to. 
each other. 

R 6' that 
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that I am not qualified for it, and to be 
more ready to learn than to teach. 

I ani> &c. Yours. 



I RECEIVED your welcome letter of 
the i7th> which, when I had read it about 
twenty times over> furnifhcd me with 
many pleafing reflections ; and led me to 
compare my prefent ftate> with the low 
infipid life I muft have led, even in the 
moft affluent circumftances, if my fincere 
love had not obtained the only adequate 
prize, a reciprocal afFe£lion from you. 
I am ftill of opinion, that at firft, com- 
. paflion and gencrofity induced you to think 
favourably of me. It did not fiiit with 
your temper to be unafFefted by the jpain 
and oneafinefs of any one, much lefe of 
one, who though und^r a thouland difad- 
vantages, you had realbn to believe, really 
loved you. And, if I am not miftakcn^ 
you ufed fome conftri^int with yourfelfi in 

the 
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i the begbning, to bring your inclination to 

f - coincide with the power you had to make 

4. , me happy. Thus I thought when I re- 

-., ceived your hand in marriage* Yet 1 was 

no lefs eafy and fecure, than if I had made 

the mod fuccelsful improvement of our 

long acquaintance^ in gaining your heart. 

For I knew you too well to fear that 

after you had gone fo far, you would (top 

fbort, till your afiedion was equal to my 

own. 

I was pretty well affured in my own 
mind, that I fhould make it the chief bu- 
finefs, or rather pleafure, of my life, to 
j ftudy and fcizc every opportunity of ob- 

i liging ypu i and I was no lefs certain, that 

I the mofl trivial inflance of fuch an inten- 

\ tion, would not be overlooked by you, or 

^ lofl upon you. The event has anfWcred 

my expeftation* I have now the fame 
confidence that you love me, as that I love 
you. A confidence, which I would not 
exchange for any confideration the world 
could offer. A confidence, which renders 
3 n^c 



i 
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me fupcrior tx) all the litdc entertainments 
that would allure me while I am here; and 
which I hope will fatisfy and cheer me, 
when, in a few days, I fliall leave them 
iall behind me, I long to be gone, for, 
after parting with you, all fcenes will be 
equally indifferent to me, till the happy 
hour of our reunion, 

I thank you for your promife of writ- 
ing weekly, and you may depend upon 
my not being behindhand with you. But 
remember there is no regular poft from 
Africa, and that the length of the paffage 
6f a (hip is very precarious, I hope 
therefore you will not indulge difcourag- 
ing thoughts, if you fhould not hear from 
me fo foon as you may expeft. 

The weather has been dark and rainy. 
It is fome time fince I faw the north ftar*. 

When 

• With thJs viewr we agreed upon an erenmg ho«r, 
as a little relief in abfence, when we were to look^aC 
the north. ftar^ if the (ky wa$ clear, and be pleafed with 
th% probability thatuve might both be looking at it at 

the 
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When I am at fca, I fhaH watch it, at 
the hour we agreed upon, that I may 
have the pkafure of thinking that Ibme- 
times our eyes and thoughts are fixed upon 
the feme objedt. 

I am, &c. Yours. 



Li*verpooI, 19 Jt/iy* 

I THINK, if I ftay here much 
longer, I muft adopt your method, and 
follow a long letter with a very fhort one. 
For though I always take pleafiire in writ- 
ting, I begin to be afhamed of fending 
you little more than repetitions. I have 
expreffed my afFcAion (fo far as my know^ 
ledge of words can exprcfs) in fo many 
different forms and phrafes, that I am 
quite at a lofs for new ones. I muft ei- 
ther write but little, as you do, or to little 

the fame minute. We knew but little then of the 
throne of Orsice, the central point, at which all who 
love the Lord duly meet (at whatever local diihmce) 
with him, and with each other. 

purppfe. 
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purpofe, unlefs I begin again, as fromthc 
firft J and in that cafe I believe myiecond 
round of letters would be very fimilar to 
the former, . becaufc I write from my feel- 
ings. My heart di6lates every line. 

And though my head often interpofes, 
and obferves that this expreffion is hardly 
grammar, the next not well turned, the 
third unneceffary, and fo on; yet heart 
perfifts in his own way, and whatever oc- 
curs to him goes down up6n the paper, in 
defiance of head's wife remonftrances. 
The contention arifes fomctimes to fuch a 
height, that head tells heart, he raves and 
is an enthufiaft. And heart calls head a 
conceited pedant, whofe narrow views are 
confined to a little nicety and^xaftnefs in 
trifles, becaufe he is a (Iranger to the emo- 
tions of love. As you know which fide 
of the debate I favour, I need not tell you 
that when my ftrains are dull, it is none of 
poor heart's fault, who always does his 
bell to pleafe; but becaufe head refufes 
to affift him, and leaves us both to (hifc 

for 



^ 
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for ourfelvcsi though I often tell him, 
that I will neither regard heart, hedd, nor 
hands, unlefs they all confider thcmfelves 
as belonging to you, and ready at all times 
for your fervice, as myfelf. It feems 
wrong to fay, a man has his heart in his 
xnouth, when he is in great fear. I thiqk 
he may properly be laid to have his heart 
in his mouth, when he is capable of re- 
lating in fui table terms what really affefts 
him. So had I my heart at my fingers 
ends, J fhould perhaps write a letter wor- 
thy of your perufal. Till then I muft beg 
you to accept what I fend, becaufc it is 
the bcft I have. 

I am yoursj Sec 



I WAS kept fome little time in fuf- 
penfe for yours of the 28 th, which made 
it, if poffible, more welcome when it 
came. Yet I am forry that I hinted any 

thing 



^ 
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thing to give you an anxious thought upon 

my account. The pain I complained of 

in my head, or a much more feverc one^ 

would be vaftly more tolerable to me, than 

to hear that you are made uneafy. If ft m 

had not been, a common things and ufually 

foon over, I. fhould not Have mentioned 

iti but wus unwilling to' be guilty of a 

fliort letter, without afligning the true 

rea(bn« I am much concerned that you i 

fliould have fuch a weight upon your mind, , j 

and beg you, by all the regard you have 

for me, to ftrive againft it. ' 

If my deareft M will permit me |^ 

to ofier my bcft advice, and which I gro- -t 

pofe as a rule to myfelf— -it is this — To % 

endeavour to caft all your care upon Him, 
who has promifed to care for us, if we 
will but put our truft in him. I long at- | 

tempted to apply the ipecious maxims of j 

philofophy, to foften the cares and trials <'^ 

of life, but I found them inefFedual and \ 

felfc; or however they might have foothed 
ibmc of the moft ordinary and trivial in- 

ijuietudcsi. 
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quietudes ; yet I am very (urc, that un- 
der this aggravated circumftance of repa- 
ration from you^ I fhould be miferable 

^ and without fupport^ if religion did not 

\ aflift me with nobler and more powerfiil 

motives of confblation. I go from you 
with the kfe regret, becaufc I leave you 

^ in the hands of Him who is able> and I 

truft willing, to preferve you from all 
evil, and to make every thing ealy to you. 
And I look forward to the various fcene$ 
of my intended vopgc with cheerfulnels> 
becauie I am fenfible that in the moll re« 

» mote inhoipitable climes, a protefUng 

Providence will furround mes and is no 

' lefs to be depended on in the moft ap« 

^ parent dangers, than in the greateft feeofc- 

% ing fecurity. 

Let me again and again intreat you not 
to give way to^ melancholy ; aiHire me 

> that you will ftrive to be cheerful, or I 

proteft 1 fiiall be unwilling to laugh, or 
even to fmile, left I fhould happen to be 
unfeafonably merry when you are fad^ 

Scarcely 
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Scarcely any thing will in^dre mc with fo 
much life and Ipirit, as the hope that you 
ftill poffcfs that chccrfulnefs which ufed to 
be fo engaging and fo natural to .you. 
Let me not have to charge, myfelf with 
having ipoilcd your temper, unlefe you 
mean to frighten me indeed. I remem- 
ber that before you quite confented. to 
marry, you told me that I was preffing 
you to a life, in which you fhould ofte^ 
regret the -condition of happy M. C. Awl 
1 endeavoured to pcrfuade you, that yoi^ 
would only change pleafures, not lofe 
them. I hope, if you will but help nie 
by keeping up yourXpirtts, I fliall be able 
to make my words good." It will iurely 
be my conftant ftqdy to app^w my- 
felf. 

Your obligedt affedionate, 

and grateful^ &c. . 



This, 
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At Sea* %oAuguJI* 

This, I hope, will go on fhorc 
by the pilot-boat, to inform you that L 
am now at fea, and with a profpedt of a 
fair wind, I fhould be in high Ipirits, 
but tbat the thought of being fo many 
months at an uncertainty with refpeft to 
you, foftens me into tears. And your 
favour of the i6di, which I received 
laft nigbt, has renewed my anxiety for 
you. Let me beg of you to be as cheer- 
ful as poiBblc, and to believe that the 
good Providence, which, after a long fc* 
paration, brought us together laft year, 
wiicn we were lefs intcrefted in each other, 
will again join us to our mutual farisfac- 
tion. Once more, my deareft, farewell ! 
May the good God blefe you with health 
anipeace, and reftore me, at a proper 
tiarcv to your arms; and for what is to 
take place in the interval, I would make 
iio condidons, but leave all to him. 

I cannot 
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I cannot feal my letter without one 
more farewell. I need not put you in 
mind of writing by every probable oppor- 
tunity. I prefs to my lips the paper that 
win be with you in a few days, while I 
muft be kept from you for many months. 
Adieu. 

I am yours, &c. 



Ram/ay^ L Man, 24 Augujf, 

I COULD not have greater pleafurc 
than in the opportunity which now offers 
me of relieving your uncafincfe on my ac^ 
count. We have already met with un- 
favourable winds and weather. Particu- 
larly a violent gale laft night, and in a 
narrow, dangerous navigation. The wc«i- 
ther likewife was thick and dark. My 
own caution and diligence would foon 
have been of little ufe ; the wind blew fo ^ 

that we could not carry our fails, and 
there was no friendly port within our 

power. 
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power. . But my dcpcndancc upon God's 
Providence kept me in tolerable peace. 
I was relieved by the fanic confideration 
which I believe diftreflcd my (hipmates, 
I mean, that we could do nothing fur- 
ther. 

I felt a perfuafion, that if not fb foon 
as we could wifh, yet before it was too 
late, fome alteration would take place in 
<5ur fevour. - Accordingly, this morning 
the weather cleared up, and the wind 
abated, and enabled me to put into this 
placej where we anchored about two in the 
afternoon. The wind now rages more 
than before, and had we continued this 
night at fea, the confequence (humanly 
fpeaking) might have been fatal. 

I readily inform you of the danger we 
have been in, now it is happily over; 
and hope you will not be alarmed becaufe 
I-am ftill liable to the like; but rather be 
comforted with the thought, that in the 
greatdt difficulties the fame Great De- 
liverer is always prcfent. The wmds and 

the 
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the feas obey him. I endeavour, in every 
fcene of diftrefs, to recoUeft the feafons 
in my paft life, in which, when I have 
given ^myfelf up for loft, I have been un- 
cxpeftedly relieved, Inftances of this 
kind have been frequent with me, fome 
of them perhaps as remarkable as any that- 
have been recorded. Particularly myprc- 
fervation in the Greyhound in the year 
'48, which can only be accounted for 
by an immediate and almoft miraculous '! 

interpofition of Divine Power. Then 1 \ 

apply the argunnent of David — The God \ 

who delivered me from the paw of the 
lion, and from the paw of the bear, will 
alfo deliver me from this Philiftine. The 
God who preferved me from finking and 
ftarving (from both more than once), ' 
who raifed me friends among ftrangers, 
when 1 had difgufted all my own by my 
follies ; and above all, who has not only 
afforded me the neceflaries of life, but in- 
dulged my ^ fofteft wiflies, obviated the 
many hindrances in my way, and made 

mc 
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fne happy in you — farely it would be not 
only ungrateful but unreafonablc, to dif- 
truft him now> who has done fo much foi" 
me hitherto. 

I would be almotl content, that you 
ffiould be indifferent concernirfg'me, dur- 
ing my abfence, provided your love might 
revive upon my return; that fo you might 
experience all the pleafing, and be ex- 
empted from all the painful fenfadons of 
a married Hate. But then I mufl: not 
know it i for I could hardly bear the 
noife and impertinence of the wdrld> were I 
not enlivened by believing myfelf to be 
xrften upon your thoughts. 

I confcfs, at fome times, I can hardly 
acquit myfelf from the charge of felfifh- 
nefs,that, for my own gratification,! Ihould 
fo earneftly prefs you to make your peace 
of mind dependant upon me. That you 
Ihould be unhappy, and that I ihould be 
the occafion of it, would be painful to me 
indeed! But, I thank God, all is well hi- 
diertoi and if you (as. I doubt not) will 
- V0L.L C ' kindly 
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kindly accept my uttnoft endeavours lo 
oblige you, on our future happy meetings^ 
as a compenfation for the anxiety you muft 
now and then fufFcr, I hope I have not 
done wrong. 



// Sea^ 3 September. 

I WROTE you ithree letters, whilp in 
Hamfay Bay, but could not fend the laft 
on fliorc. We failed from thence, the 
agthAuguft. The fair wind lafted but 
one day, which was not fufficient to run 
us clear of the land, and I had fome trou- 
ble and faggue till Saturday,, when we got 
a breeze tha,t has brought us into what the 
failors call fea-room- The wind is. now 
contrary again, but I have rcafon to be 
thankful we are fo well as we are. I am 
at prefent little more than a geritleman- 
paflenger j I ftiall, perhapsi, have little care 
upon my head till wc arrive in Africa, 
then I may expedt care and trouble in 

abundance; 
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rfjundancci but al! will be welcome upon 
your account. Therefore, while I have lei- 
furc, I fhall appropriate an hour every two 
or three days (fomcdmes, perhaps, daily) 
for writing to you, that I may have a fizc- 
;tfble packet ready at a Ihort warning. 



At Sea, 10 September, 

There is a ftrange mixture of plea- 
furc and pain in the life I now lead. When 
I think of the regard which you exprels in 
your letters (one of which in their courfe 
I re-perufe every poft day) I feel a fatif- 
feftion which no wealth could buy from 
me. But when I think of the uneafinefs 
it caufes you, I could almoft bear to 
be forgotten, I know I have faid this 
often, but I muft repeat it when you 
write in a melancholy ftrain. You charge 
me, in that which I have now at my lips,' 
with making hour3 fcem more tedious to 
you than days and weeks did formerly. 
C 2 I am 



rii Zaters U a Wift. 

1 am . fbrry- I fceg you to ftrivc to be 
•cheerful. 

Though I feel abfence painful indeed, I 
do not defer ve much pity, becaufe I am 
abfent for your fake. I am likcwife en- 
gaged in afttvc buQnefs, and have fomc 
new fcene oiFering -every day, to relieve 
my mind \ befides, I have been long ufed 
to fuffer, arid did not begin to know what 
peace or pleafure meant till I married you. 
On the contrary, you, hy marriage, ex- 
,pofed yourfelf to cares and anxieties ta 
which you was before a ftranger ; and you 
have done enough to make me happy, if I 
could be happy alone, but that is impof- 
fible. Unlefs you are happy likewife, mo- 
ney, pleafure, healthy nay love itfelfj will 
not make me amends. 



M Seat 14 Septemher, 

Last poft day I finilhed a large fhect, 
■and did not leave room to write my name^ 

for 
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for I had crowded 1 81 lines into it. Should' 
diis come ffrft to your hand> you majr 
wonder where I could find fubje££ matter^ 
Nothing (neceffary bufincfs excepted), 
feems deicrving my attention but religioa 
and love J the one my conftant fiipport^ 
the other my conftant folate r and was I 
not favoured with fome tafte for thefe, ^ 
fhould find a fttded gloom in my heart,, 
though placed in the gayeft Icenes of life- 
For at the age of 25^ I have {t&n enough. 
to force my alTent to the confeffion which* 
experience extorted- from Solomon in his 
latter days, AU is vanity an(f vexation of 
Jpirit. I mean all that can be poffeffc* 
exclusive of thefe two principles i but un- 
der their regulation the Icene is changed^ 
and the whole creation blooms with, 
beauty. 

Religion^ rfghdy underilood, is doubtK 
lefs fufficient ef i'tfelf to bear us through 
all the changes of this world, and guide us 
to a better. But our Gracious Matter has 
tnade us capable of tender and focial af-j. 
C 3 feftions 



> 
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feftions, to add to the comfort of the pre- 
fent life. I know nothing that is required 
of us as a duty, but what i% both confiftcnt 
v/ich cur happinefs, and • has a tendency 
to promote it. Nor is there a fingle gra- 
tification prohibited, that is not, in its na- 
tural confequences produftive of pain or 
^ifguft. But you will fay, why all this to 
yo\i ? You are guilty of no excefs (except 
your partial regard to mc may be deemed 
one). I anfwer, it was a grateful reflecflion 
on the goodnefs of God, and a fenfe of 
what I owe him, clpecially for giving 
you to mc, dircfted my pen ; and to whom 
could I fo oronerlv addrefs thefe thouerhts 
as to your dear jfclf, fince to you I am fc* 
condarily indebted for my prcfent jJeace ? . 



At SiMf x-8 September, 

I SUPPOSE that I am now about half 
way to Sierra Leon, and not lefs than fifteen 
hundred miles from mydearcft — a great 

diftancc. 
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diftance/and hourly incrcaling! But it is. 
not fuificient to divide you from- my 
thoughts. I have read three more of 
your Icttcfi/'and as often as I take them* 
in hiand, I have a pleafure in the repeated^ 
marks of your affeftion, which nothing' 
clfe could afford. Although I am obliged 
to go to fca^ and what is more, t® Gui- 
nea, I would not change conditions widi 
the moft wealthy bachelor* on ftiore. 
No' fox-hunter can follow his hounds with 
more alacrity than I now traverfe the 
pathlefs ocean in queft of a country which, 
but for your fake, I fhould be as earncft: 
to avoid, I am obBged to you, not only 
for' the happint^ I have found ahd hope 
to find at home, but for a pfeafure whilfe 
abroad, in what would otherwife be very un- 
pleafant. When I left Africa, in the Grey- 
hound, I feemed refolvcd never to return ' 
thither again'i but my refolution was 
formed when I hid rto hope tjlat you 
would ever make it wottli my while ; and 
I knew that nothing clfc could. But upon.. 
C 4 the- 
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the encouragement (though flcndcr) which 
you gave me when I arrived there in the 
Brownlow, every thing appeared with a 
different afpeft. And though, perhaps, few 
perfonsji in the lame fpacc of time, have 
met with more dangers and hardlhips 
than I then did, I believe no one heard me 
complain 5 becau(e, what I had in view 
upon the end of the voyage, fo fixed my 
thoughts, that I could confider nothing as 
a real hardfhip, that had a probability of 
being acknowledged and rewarded by 
you 5 I ventured all upon your honour, and 
v/as not difap pointed. If the bare hope 
of your love was fuch a fupport, judge, if 
you can, how the proofs I have fincc ob- 
tained of it muft influence mc 1 



At Sea^ 16 Oaobtr. 

I AM much obliged to Mr. Addi^ 
fon, from whom I took the hint of fetting 
apart ftatcd times for writing to you, and 

reviewing 
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reviewing your dear letters. This expc-- 
dicnt is a great relief in your abfence*. 
W hen I awake in the snoming^ if it* be- 
what I call a poft-day^ . I am no lefs pleafed 
than children arc with the- thoughts? of afi 
feir-dayw 

' We have nor yet fcen the landi but I^ 
deem myfelf within one hundred' miles of 
the Bananas, which is the firft place 1 pro- 
pofe to call at. There I fpent a part df 
my wretched time of thraldom, of' wluch'i 
you have often heard 'me lj>eak; 

Litde did 1 think in my lorrowfiil days ^ 
Aerci when I went alttioft naked, fo thatc 
my Ikiri in many parts of' 'my bt)dy* has 
been, biiftered by. the heat of the fun-^ 
where fometimes I have not hkd half a> 
good meal in the courlc of a month, whercc 
Twasjedoced fo low as,. 



• to be the fport of flavcs. 



Or whars more wretched yet, their pity.— — •- 

I fay, little did I: think that I !(houId' 
fbonrevifit that place in a ftate to excite 
difc envy of thofc, who would once have- 
C 5 fcornedi 
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fcofncd k^ let mc fit in the fame houfe 
with them* Still lefs had I reafon 
to* hope jrhat yotii whom, in the midft of 
inydiftreis, I paflkmatcly Ipved, would re- 
qu^Cj n?e as you have done. With fuch a 
hope I could have born all pretty weU. 
But ^Providence was mercifully intent to 
if^al^e my fituatioa, completely miferablc 
for, a timc> in order to prcfcrve me from 
that jUtter ruin, into which my folly and 
wickccJnefs might otherwife have plunged 
me. I have nothing now to aik> but a 
clifpofition to be thankful to Him, the 
author, pnd to you, the appointed inftrw- 
ment and mean, of my recovery. I can 
now look, with pity upon all that the 
vulgar account great and honourable. I 
pity poor kings, as finccrely as I do a poor 
beggar i and confider wit, learning, and 
fame, iikewife as mere trifles, compared 
witli our mutual love, which may it pleafc 
<^od CO continue, I was going to fay to in- 
crcafe, but that is unneceflary. 

This 
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AtSea^ 19 OBolir. 

This morning we" difcovered the 
larld of Guinea. It is exaftly four months 
, from the day I took my mournful leave of 
you. I hope my next poft-day's pleafurc 
-will be dated from my intended port. 
The paflage from England has not been 
the (horteft, but remarkably pleafant, and 
free from difafter. 

Laft night we were difturbed by a tor- 
nado, which I believe I have told you is 
a violent fquall of wind, accompatiied with 
heavy rain, thunder and lightning. The 
darknefs of the night added to the horror 
of the fcene. But with proper care, under 
the bleffing of Providence, thefe boifterous 
vifitants, though very troublefome, are 
feldom dangerous ; nor do they often laft 
above an hour. At thefe times my mind 
is generally calrti; when every body, and 
every thing, is in confufion around me ; 
which is in a great meafurc owing to my 
C6 fcnfc 
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fcnfe of your love, and a hope that you 
are fleeping in fafety. If it pleafe God to 
permit me a happy return to you» a (hort 
interval will fully recompenfe me fer die 
ineonveniencics of a whole voyage i and all 
the reft will be clear gain. 

If I do but win your acknowledg- 
ment, that I am not guilty of the ftupid 
ingratitude^ too common with many of 
my fex, who undervalue their moft defired 
blelfingSj merely becaufe they are pofleiffed 
of them ; but that my regard and beha- 
viour, fince our marriage, has been an- 
iwerable to the profeffions I made before- 
hand — ^I fay, if" you believe this, I (hall 
think nothing hard or troubleibme, that 
may confirm your good opinion of mc^, 
which I certainly prefer in itfclfi to all it& 
pleafing confequences; fori am difinte- 

rcftedly 

Tours, &c. 



Wi 
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Siirra Leon, 08$hirf Nruemhir. 

Wb arrived here the 24th OAober ; 
a hurry of bufineis has forced me to pa& 
ten days without writing to you. 

Though this country is not England; k 
does nearly as well for me in your abfence; 
and oa the other hand>if you coutd liv^ here 
with' mcj without inconvenience to your- 
felfj the g^niy mountsdns and forefts-of 
Sierra Leon would be to me siszBlaibam. 
They who pity me becaule I am not fond 
of what they call pleafure^ know not the 
motives which render me iuperior to it 
f was once no fefi eager after their plea* 
fures than they are now. But you have 
jbrefined'my tafleiince, that nothing fhort 
of yourfclf can thoroughly pleafe me.— As 
St is midnight^ Ipntyaddmy prayers for 
your peaceful repolc» 



Ihavs 



j8 Letters to a Wife. 



Sierra Leon^ 8 November. 

I HAVE enclofed you, under another 
cover, two Ih^cts of the Urgcft paper> fuU 
onail fidesj contaimng ne^r four hundrf4 
lines 5 and I have as much more ready to 
fend by the next opportunity. If it pleafe 
God to continue my health and welfare> 
myftockwillbe ftill.increafing, for I ge- 
nerally d^vQte fome time, twice a week at 
leaft, for writing to you. But, for fear any 
thing Ihould prevent my packet from 
reachifig you, I commit thefe few lines to 

the care of Mr. M ^* 

I think, were I allowed two wilhes 
Ihort of the happinefs of being with 
you, the firft fhould be that you might 
have early information that I am well ; 
and the fecond, that I might have a let- 
ter from you, informing . me that you 
were well, and eafy when you wrote. I 
do not impofe upon you by faying, that 
I prefer your peace to my own. I would 

3 ^^ 
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clo or fufifcr miicb, to obtain a letter 
from you ; and then rcQgn it imopcncd, 
rather than mifs one opportunity of writing 
to you. If I am favoured with any good 
quality, I think it is a grateful temper, 
which makes me glad to acknowledge and 
return the finalleft favour I receive, even 
from an indifferent perfon. Judge then^ 
what an effeft the many endearing obliga- 
tions I am under to you, heightened by 
the ardency of my affcdion, muft have 
upon me ! It is upon this principle that I 
not only Juhmit to the fcenes in which I 
am now engaged, with patiencey but em^ 
brace them with cbeerfulnejs. Had I been 
able to live always with you, I think I 
fhould not have loved you lefsi but it 
would not have been in my power to fliew 
it fo much. But I hope, now you find 
that, for your fake, I can take ple^fure in 
my very pain> you will do mc the juftice 
to believe, that the confidence yo\j hfive 
jrepofed in me has not been mifplaced. I 

commend 
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commend you, upon my knees, to tha 
blefTing and proteftion of God* 



Bananas f 21 November* 

Since I came hither, I have beem 
cruizing about in the boat, in queft of trade,, 
without one leifure evening for writing to 
you, which has. been my chief inconveni- 
ence. For the viciffitudes of winds and 
weather, the fcorching days and damp 
fcggy nights, are to mc but mere trifles. 
r have lately had' a vifit from my quondam, 
black miftrefs, P. I. [thofe two letters 
pi:onounccd'diftin6lly, and not in one fyl- 
lable, as Fi, cxaftly found her name] with . 
whom I lived at the Plantanes* . Itreated : 
her with the greateft cotnplailahce and 
kindnefsj and if flie has any fhame in 
her> I believe I made her forry for her : 
former ill treatment of me. I* have had 
feveral fuch occalions of taking the nobleit 

kind 



.„..j 
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kind of revenge upon perfons who once 
delpifed and ufed me ilL Indeed I have 
no reaibn to be angry with them j Aey 
were, what they littk intended, mftnimen- 
tal to my good. If my fituation> at that 
time, had been more favourable,. I ftiouU 
probably have mifled you. I may (ay 
with an old Grecian, If I had not been 
nuned, I fhould have been ruined indeed! 



Tkovoh thiis k not my poft-nighti 
I am willing to write, becaufe I am beWnd* 
hand, and becaufe it is the moft pleafant way 
of filling up a leifurc hour. It was not incli- 
nation^ but bufinefs, that made me limit 
myfelf to twice a week, for it would be an 
agreeable employment to write to you 
twice a day, if I had nothing to call me off. 
But, however my hands and head, are en- 
gaged, my heart is always with youi. It 
can be but feldom, if at all, that yoirarc 

out 
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out of my thought^ for five minuws toge* 
ther. Whether I am vifiting, trading, or 
watching, your i'dea is ftitl before my eyes- 
1 would give fomething for fuch a fym- 
pathetic, needle and dial-plate, as is men- 
tioned in theSpeftato^ that we might ht 
able to correfpond without being interrupt- 
ed by diftance. But perhaps I am better 
without it, for I (hould hardly attend to any 
thing'elfe. And we already have what is 
more valuable, a fympathy of mind and ^- 
feiflion. I believe, if we could comparer 
notc-v we Ihould find that our thoughts are 
often engaged in the fame manner, at the 
fenetimei. • 



I supMSE you have often obferved, 
"for I have (and to my credit be it fpoken^ 
we think pretty much alike), that what we 
very much hope for, or fear, more feldom 
happens than fuch things as are quite out of 

our 



J 
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t)ur thoughcs> and beyond our prevendom 
An inftance of this ]ately> I ihall mention, 
by way of change of futgcft. I went oh 
ihore at this place Iately> on account of 
trade i and .the next morning walking by 
the fca fide to look for the fhip, fhe could 
not be ftcn. Upon this, I fcnt off a boat^ 
which returned in the evening and brought 
me word, that they had been fome leagues 
beyond the place where 1 left her, but could 
difcern nothing of her. I leave you to 
judge of my anxiety. I could not account 
for it, the weather being perfedly fine, and 
we had too fow flares on board to cauft 

For once, and for a few minutes, I al- 
moft wiflied myfcif unmarried; for the 
moft fenfible part of my trouble was, that 
whatever diiBculties I may meet with, I 
cannot now fuffer alone. I was at lengthy 
in fome degree, relieved by the depend- 
ance which I always endeavour to maintain 
upon the good Providence which has dona 
fo much for me hitherto, 

I put 
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. I put to fca with two boats which I RadT 
with snc^ and after failing fome hours di(^ 
covered the Ihip, when I was upon* the 
point of giving up all hope of feeing her 
ugain. I foon reached her> and found ali 
well on board The night I left her haci 
been dark and hazy, fhe had dragged her 
anchor^ and had flipped to fea, and was. 
carried a good way by the current,, wnpr r^ 
ceived by the watch upon deck,,who doubt*- 
lc(s had been carelefs, and pediaps afleep^ 
I brought her fafely back, again yefterday;. 
So that this adventure was only to cautioi* 
me, and to teach, me never to think, my fclC 
^uite iecure*. 



WY DEAREST, 

Must I imitate the news-writers ? 
They, in a fcarcity of foreign news, rather 
than fall fhort of their ufual number of pa»^ 
ragraphsj entertain their readers with rek^ 

tions 
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tions of ftrangc monftcrs, apparitions, won- 
derful fights in the air, or terrible noiies 
'binder ground. For they take news in 
the ftria fenfe of die word, to (ignify any 
thing that has not be^n heard of before^ 
whether true or falfc, 

Moft of my letters to you remind me of 
-Slfop's feaft, which, thoi^h confifting of 
fcveral di(hes, were all tongues, only drefl^ 
cd in diflFcrcnt ways* Thps whether I 
write in a grave or a jocular ftrain, the fub- 
jeft is ftill Love, Love, which is as inic- 
perable from my idea of you, as heat&om 
.that of fire. 



Cap^ M^unty 31 Decemhtr^ 

I SENT you from Sierra Leon two 
iheets, like the two I now enclofe, and I 
have two more in readinefs for the next 
(hip,, and I (hall think myfelf happy, if I 
can employ my leifure to afford you any 
entertainment. I am apt to grieve at the- 

probability 
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'probability of my vo)age proving longer 
than I cxpcdbed ; but I am foon checked 
by confidering how much caufe I have for 
Aankfulncfs. For I am in perfedt health, 
and have met with no harm or difappoint- 
ment hitherto. I am informed there is a 
ihip upon the coaft which has letters for 
rtiej I hopcr to be with her in a few days. 
My mind revives at the cxpe6tation ; for 
then I (hall be able to boaft of a real plea- 
furc in your abfence, bcfides that which I 
find in writing to you. It is now the laft 
night, and almoft the laft minute of the 
year, being very near twelve o'clock. How- 
can I conclude the year better than by 
writing to you, and praying to the Lord to 
blefs you, and to fpare me a little longer to 
love and defcrve you, and to be happy 
with you? 

Rio Junquit t Jamaty* 

I WAS prevented writing on Friday by 
a violent pain in my head> which was per- 
haps. 
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haps partly occafioned by npr receiving a 
letter from you. I have one ftpm Mr,. 
Mt — y dated a4 06tob€n He promifed 
to let you know when he intended to write^ 
but I would hope, for my own peace, he 
ncglefted it. For I am fure you would 
not mifs the opportunity, if you wene able 
to hold a pen. I muft now wait till I ar- 
rive at Antigua, Then I hope to be gra- 
tified. 

When 1 meet with any thing profi, or 
contrary to my wifh, I dare not now com- 
plain; beca«fe in gaining you I fecurcd 
-the principal aim of my life; a real good/ 
livhich if fet in oppofition to the litde dis- 
appointments I meet with from without, 
outweighs them alL Nor need I envy 
others their wealth or profperity, when it 
is a thoufand to one if any of them have 
fuch a dear M — as I can call my own. 
I Ihould therefore be forry. to change with 
the very beft of them, in all points, or to 
part with a fmail portion of your regard 
for any worldly coufiderauon. 

This 
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This has been one of the moft fatiguing 
days I have met with, and therefore, though 
k is not my regular poft, 1 write a little by 
way of amends. No one, who has not ex- 
perienced it like me, can conceive the con- 
traft between my prcfent fituation, dif- 
tra«5led with the noife of flaves and traders, 
fufFocated wirfi heat, and almoft chop-fallen 
with perpetual talking; and the fweet 
agreeable evenings I have pafled in your 
company. But all is welcome for your 
fake. I (hall never forget, and you doubt- 
lefs well remember, the evening when you 
firft gave me your hand, as an earneft of 
what has fince followed. How I (at ftupid 
and fpeechlefs for fome minutes, and I be- 
lieve, a litde embarrafled you by my awk- 
wardnefs. My heart was fo full, it beat 
and trembled to that degree, that I knew 
not how to get a word out. I hope I (hall 
never enteruin a fainter fenfe of the inva- 
luable prefent you then made me ; though 
a greater intimacy has (ince reftored to me 
the ufc of my tongue. But I am writing in 

the 
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the midft of talkers, and am obliged to 
anfwer queftions about bufinefs, fo that my 
head is too confufed to touch upon fubjefts 
«ff this kind^ without Ipoiling them. 



Sljebar, 15 Februarj^. 

When you think any of my cf- 
fays more confufed than ufual, (the beft 
need your excufe) I beg you to confider,, 
that I was probably myfclf fenfible that I 
fhould acquit myfelf but poorly, before I 
began. Sometimes I am fatigued, at others 
embarrafled, with the bufinefs of the day, 
or deftitute of a fubjeft, or unable to col- 
left my thoughts. But I had rather appear 
to a difadvantage than recede from a good 
cuftom. For though I hope my afFeftion 
h fixed upon a bafis, which no change of 
circumftance iviil be able to fhake ; yet 
knowing the wcaknefs and inconftancy of 
human nature, I would be always careful 
not to omit the finallcft outward mark of 
Vol, L D my 
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my regard, left I fhould m time be io un- 
happy* as to make it a precedent \ and left 
from being remifs or negligent in one par- 
ticular, I might at length prove fo in many. 
For as it is remarked that no man becomes 
very wicked all at once, I believe it may 
be the fame with a bad hufband ; that he 
begins with inattention to fmaller faults, 
and from thence proceeds to commit great- 
er. Therefore when you find little elfe to 
pleafe you in my letters, I hope they will 
be agreeable to you, as a proof that, at 
leaft, I was not unmindful of you, but wil- 
ling to lhe\^ my attention to you, if not fo 
well as I could wifh, yet in the very beft 
manner I was able. 



Sbebafi to Februaty. 

Last night (which made it a re- 
markable night) I dreamed of you. Me- 
thought we were walking together, and 
mutually hearing and relating many .things 
which had occurred fincc our parting. It 

was 
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was a pleafing illufion s but at day-light the 
noife of the people over my head broke 
the charm, and reminded me, that for a 
time, I muft fubmit to a very different 
icene. But I feemed more refreflicdby 
my dream than I fliould have been by a 
longer fleep* 

I fometimes wonder tliat my fleeping 
fancy does not oftencr traniport me to you. 
Were it true, as fome fuppofe, that our 
dreams are ufually influenced by our em- 
ployment wh^n awake, I fhould furely 
dream of you always. For my attention 
is fcldom fo. engaged by the mod prefling 
bufinefs, as to exclude the thoughts of you,' 
five minutes at a^time. Perhaps my mind, 
being fo taken up with you when I am 
awake, is glad to take the opportunity of 
fleeping, when my. body does. Yet I well 
remember that when I firft loved you, I 
dreamed of you, night after night, for near 
three months iticceflively ; though I cer- 
tainly could not have half the regard for 
you then, that I have now. 

D2 If 
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Sbebar, »6 February. 

If our corrcfpondcnce was made 
public, I fuppofe many people, who, though 
married, are ftrangers to the delicacy of 
mutual love, would fmile at me for writing 
fo often, and at you for accepting my fre- 
quent and long letters fo favourably as I 
know you will. I pity them no lefs than 
they can pity me. 

I could tell thofe who undervalue only bc- 
caufe they do notunderftand, thatthere have 
been men of as much politenels and good 
judgment as they can pretend to, who have 
placed much of their happinefs in polfeff- 
ing and deferving the afFedions of a wor- 
thy woman. If you underftood Latin, you 
would be mucn pleafed with fome letters 
of Pliny to his wife. He was the firft fa- 
vorite of the Emperor, and as a fcholar, a 
courtier, and a philofopher, inferior to none 
of his age. You may find two or three of 
them tranflated in the Tatler, but they fall 
fhort of the fpirit of the original. But . 

were 
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were the billctdoux of our modern fine 
gentlemen, upon the commencement of an 
amour, (which is the only time they are 
defirous of pleafing) compared with thc^ 
cpiftles of Pliny to his Calphurnias, they 
would appear very trivial and empty. The 
grateful remembrance of pad pleafures, 
the anxiety and tedioufnefs of abfence, the 
impertinence of all bufinefs compared with 
love, the inquietude of pafling a day with- 
out a letter,~and the promifed fatisfadtion 
. of a happy meeting, are topics which he 
dwells upon with equal elegance and 
paffion. Having faid fo much of Pliny, I 
muft add in my own behalf, that I love as 
well as he did, though I cannot cxprels 
myfelf fo well ; but for plain downright 
afFeftion and gratitude, I would not yield 
,to the beft Pliny that ever wore a head. 



ShehoTi 5 March, 

It was an expreffion of Cato> 

that it was more honourable to be a good 

D3 ^ hufband. 
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hufband, than a great fenator. The point 
of honour feems to have varied fmcc his 
time. We now^ find too,many who value 
themfelves upon a contrary charader, and 
yet arc not the worfc received in company, 
not even by thofe of your fex \ who I think, 
both in juftice and compaffion, Ihould 
unite in defpifing the man who dares to 
ufe a dcferving woman ill, bccaufc he has 
not a heart to value her. 

But had Cato faid^hcre was more profit 
and comfort in being a good hufband than 
in being an unmarried Emperor, he would 
have faid but the truth. And, howcvir 
fafliionable it might become to difpute or 
contradidt this maxim, there would always 
be a favoured few, who would not be dif- 
puted, or lauded out of their experience. 
And it is only by experience it can tie 
known. We need not wonder, therefore, 
if a married life is thought lightly of, by 
thofe who judjge of it only by hearfay. For 
<a man might as well pretend to paint a 
found, as to defcribe the various fehfibiliti^s 

connefted 
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corinefted with a happy marriage, in fuch 
a manner as to make a ftranger under- 
ftand them. 

\ 



ShehoTy 11 March* 

A DESIRE of rendering myfelf agree- 
able to you has long been a motive of my 
conduft; This T-may well ftile my ridirig 
fajjion. I was changeablt as the weather, 
till my regard for you fixed me, and col- 
lefted all my aims to the fingle point of 
gaining you. Then my faculties, which 
before were>remifs, were roufed, and indo- 
lence gave way to application. It has been 
Dbferved, that thofc who have weirled 
themfelves in vainly fearching after the 
Philofopher's ftone, have often found out 
Ajfeful things which they had no thou^ 
of fecking. So I, in the purfuit of the 
methods by which I hoped to influence 
you, obtained unawares advantages of 
another kind. The defire of pleafing you 
D 4 infenfibly 
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infenfibly made me more acceptable tOt 
others. In one eflential refpeft the com^- 
parifon happily fails. Thefe philoibpheca 
were poorly rewarded for their trouble, by 
their petty difcoveries, while their princi^ 
pal objc6t was ftill unattained. Whereas I 
not only found the means leading to mj 
chief defire plcafant and profitable, but 
in due time completely gained my end. I 
long for the opportunity of thanking yo\r 
again and again* 



Sbebar^ «9 MarcB^ 

The Spcftator tells us, that So- 
crates, in difcouriing upon marriage, placed 
it in fuch an advantageous light, that he 
induced all his auditors to marry as faft as 
poflible. And yet it feems he was> at that 
jtime> himfelf wedded to a jioted flircw. So 
that he could hardly draw many perfuafive 
arguments from hi* own experience. Sure- 
ly, had he been matched like me, he would 

have 
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have fpoken with ftill greater emphafis* 
Methinks, if I had his eloquence, I could 
delight to fpeak on this fubjedt from morn- 
ing to night. I could tell the foolifli world 
how ftrangely they wander from the path 
of happineis, while they feek that fatisfac- 
tion in luxury, wealth, or ambition, which 
nothing but mutual love can afford. 

I give and take a good deal of raillery 
among the fea-captains I meet with here. 
They think I have not a right notion of 
life, and I am Jure they have not. They 
fay I am melancholy i I tell them they arc 
mad. They fay, I am a flave to one wo- 
man, which I deny j but can prove that 
fome of them are mere flaves to a hun- 
dred. They wonder at my humour i I 
pity theirs. They can form no idea of my 
happinefs ; I anfwer I think the better of 
it on that account; for I fhould beaiham- 
cd of it, if it was fuited to the level of thofe 
who can be pleafed with a drunken de- 
bauch, or the fmile of a proftitute. We 
ftiall hardly come to an agreement on thefe 
D 5 points. 
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points, for they pretend to appeal to expe- 
rience againft me. Juft fo, fome of tjie 
poor objefts in Bethlem, while raving in 
ftraw and dirt, miftake their chains for or- 
naments of gold, announce themfclves to 
be kings or lords, and are firmly perfuaded, 
that every perfon who pities them is out of 
his wits. 



Kh Si. Pant J, 17 Jprit* 

May you always feel a fatisfaftion 
-equal to that which the receipt of your two 
dear letters laft night gave me, and I need 
-wifh you nothing farther till we happily 
meet. Could any thing enhance the value 
of fuch marks of your afFeftion, it would 
be my receiving them fo unexpeftedly. For 
I had long given them over for lofl:> or 
worfe dian loft, expofed to the ill-bred oi- 
riofity of fome lea-bear, who, incapable of 
underftanding, much more of valuing your 
delicacy, might have infulted them by fome 

(hocking 
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fhocking jeft, to the diverfion of his bro- 
ther anirnals, over a can of nafty flip. Do 
not think I extend the diredtion of divine 
Providence too minutely, if I fuppofe there 
was fomcthing remarkable, in my getting 
them at laft (for they have been tranf- 
ferred to fix or feven different veffels fuc-* 
ceffively). They are of great importance 
to me. They could not have arrived at a 
more feafonable jun<5lure, to revive my 
fpirits, which are fometimes ^ little flagged 
by the tedioufnels and difBculties of the 
voyage. I thank God that I pofl!cfs them 
faftj, and had the pleafure to find the wax 
whole, as it came frqm under your feal. I 
could almoft hug every dirty fellow 
through whole hands they have paffed, for 
taking fuch care of them. It will employ 
me agreeably for fome days to anfwcr them 
periodically, if you will allow the word in 
that fenfe— I mean, to comment upon 
every period* 



D 6 You 
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Rh St, PauPs, 19 J^it. 

You wonder that fuch a fiiiart girl 
as Mifs H — Ihould throw hcrfelf away 
upon an unfiritabfe hufband. But arc yon 
fure that your own judgment has not been 
often called in queftion upon this head ? It 
would ill become me to blame her for 
matching at an apparent difparity, becaufe 
to fuch a partiality in your condu£t I owe 
my happinefs. And though, upon com- 
parifon, I fhould prove a little more toler- 
able than he, yet you are fo much fuperior 
to her, as ftill to leave a proportionate 
difference between us, I believe the mo- 
tives which induced you to give me your 
hand, are not underftood by at leaft one 
half of our acquaintance. How often muft 
they have faid. What! the accomplifh- 
cd, eafy, polite Mifs C— , married to that 
awkward piece of formality, whofe ridicu- 
lous behaviour was for years a ftanding 
jell amongft us ! Strange ! — But I could 
tell them that you yourfclf^ widi all your 

cafe 
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cafe and politencis, were alloyed with a 
quality almoft as fmgular and unfafhionable 
as any of mine. I mean an artleis gene- 
rofity of mind, upon the knowledge of 
which I raifed my firft wifhes, and to 
which I am indebted for their completion^ 
My love to you occafioned my troublesj 
' my troubles infpired you with compaffion^ 

I that compaflion encouraged me to perie- 

t verance, which long perfevered in, induced 

^ firft your good opinion, then your good- 

will, and thus by pleaflng gradations, I 
I reached the happy fummit of my wilhcs. 

I That I may be always worthy of my pri- 

vilege, and that you may be no lofer by 
' my gain, is my conftant and earneft 

' prayer. 



Rio St. PauTsy %o April. 

Now for a word of condolence on 
the cataftrophe or poor Fancy. I am 
really forry, having a complacence for 

every 



62 iMters to a Wife. 

tvtrj tiling that has, in any degree, the 
merit of pleafing you. Befidcs, he was fo 
good natured, and had a fidelity and afli- 
duity, which might ftiame many who wallc 
upon two legs. But when I recolle£b \i\% 
manner of life, I mud, notwitftanding his 
premature death, pronounce him to have 
been a happy dog. While many poor 
puppies have wandered forlorn in the 
ftreets, expofed to the gripe of the butch- 
er's furly maftiff, the kick of the weary and 
peevifli traveller, or of the more heavy 
iron- hoofed horfc, and many fimilar cala- 
mities, highly favoured Fancy was brought 
up within doors, in peace and plenty, and> 
to fay all in a word, indulged with your 
fmiles and careffes. While I —what would 
I give to be fo careffed and fmiled upon \ 
If after all this he came to a violent end, 
many of the greateft heroes have been 
fcnred fo before him. So the mighty 
Caefar, after all his honours and fuccefs^ 
was feized by mad dogs (that were fawn- 
ing upon him a little before), who bit him 
4 (a* 
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(as we are told) in three and twenty places 
till he died. Caerar and Fiancy equally af- 
ford a proof, that no fitiiation in life is per* 
fedly fccure.— But enough of trifling* 



Mana, j May, 

You know the grove where we 
Tiave Ibmetimes walked together; but 
where I more frequently pafTed many 
hours by myfelf. I call that grove my 
chapel, and ,my ftudy. There I have of- 
fered many prayers for your welfare. 
There I have formed plans for my future 
conduft, and confidered in what manner I 
might beft deferve and return ydur love. 
There is not a tree in the whole walk, but 
if it could fpeak, and would fpeak truths 
might bear teftimony to my regard for you* 
For I believe you know that it is my fre- 
quent cuftom to vent my thoughts aloud, 
when I am fure that no one is within hear- 
ing. I have had many a tender foliloquy 

in 
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in that grove concerning you, and in the 
height of my cnthufiafm, have often re- 
peated your dear name, merely to hear it 
returned by the echo. Thefe, and many 
other harmlefs things, which the inferifiblc 
and the mercenary would term fooleries, 
I have done \ and that, not only when a 
defponding lover, but when a happy one. 
I am fo far from being influenced by that 
deteftable maxim, Poffeflion quenches love 
-—that I can hardly allow my afFeftion for 
you before marriage, the fame name by 
which I would exprefs (if I could) what I 
now fceL 



Cape Mounts 7 May. 

I HAVE been through fire and water 
For you to-day. That is to fay, I was ex- 
pofed for fome hours to a more fcorching 
fun than you can eafily conceive ofi and 
then cooled, when I knded, by the furfi or 
violent furges of the fea, breaking upon 

the 
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the ihore. I charge all my fatigue to your 
account, bccaufe yoii only are able to pay 
me for it ; and for your fake it is all wcl* 
come. I am now warm with the hope of 
quitting this troublefome coaft in a few 
days* 



My laft broke off abruptly. I was 
ill, and difconcerted by an incident in bur-^ 
fineis> which might have had bad conie* 
quences. But I am well again, and all ia 
to rights. A happy reftoration to you, is 
the principal end I propofe, and if I attain 
it, I am not very folicitous, whedier my 
paffage homewards be long or ihort, plear 
fant or othcrwife, fo that our meeting be 
fafe and happy at laft. The fcenes of life 
I have pafled through, have taught me a 
degree of patience and thankfulncfs, which 
fupport me under Ordinary troubles ; and I 
hope the God in whom I defirc to truft, 

will 
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,will prcfcrvc me from very heavy ones. \ 
^ feem pcrfuaded that he who has done fo 
much for me, will at a proper;^ time do 
more i if I do not put hindrances in my 
own way, by impatience and unthankful 
complaints. In the mean time my affur- 
ance of your love is my conftant fupport 
and feaft. I mud not cxpeft to Aide 
through life without meeting any rubs. If 
it ivould pleafc God, I could wilh to bear 
«n my pains by myfcH^ and to enjoy all my 
l^al plcafurcs with you. 



Siehdrt 17 May* 

Tmouch in this couhtfy there is ri6 
winter, properly Ipeaking, the different 
parts of the year arc no lefs different than 
In Erigland. For about feven months the 
iveather is remarkably fair, with light 
winds, and fcldom a threatening cloud to 
be feen. In the remaining five, we have 
cither incefla^t heavy rains, or fudden 

ftorma 
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ftdrms of wind, with violent thunder and 

rain. This uncomfortable fcafon is now 

commencing, but I hope we Ihall not fuf- 

fer much by it, as I expedt to fail, and 

changfc my climate in a few days. I only 

mention it as an excufc for any feults in my 

letters, which 1 would have you impute to 

my fituation, which Lleave you to guefs at 

-^ well as you can. • Two hundred people 

-confined in a fmaU veflel, in bad weather, 

occafioft noifei dirt, and trouble cnwgbt 

Befides the common bufincfi and care, in* 

-cidcnt to other (hips, we have a large num- 

terof fkves, that muft be attended, fed, 

cleaned, and guarded agalnft, let what will 

ftand ftiil. When I compare a day pafied 

in this manner, with one of the happy days 

I have known with you, I can fcarcely 

Imagine a greater contraft. But when I 

•turii my thoughts forward, and indulge the 

hope of being reftored to you again, that 

profpcdt reconciles me to all that is befort 

'me. 

t . . I.' ... 
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At Sia, 24 May. 

At length, my deareft M, I have 
loft fight of Africa, an4 have been three 
days on my paffage towards Antigua. Ine 
numerable dangers and difficulties, which,, 
without a fuperior protection, no man could 
cfcape or furmount, are, by the goodnefs 
of God, happily over. I now think my- 
felf every hour drawing nearer to you ; or 
(which b the next comfiM-t to it of which I 
am capable) to the receipt of more letters 
from you, to confirm my prayers for your 
welfare, and for the continuance of yoiir 
love. Of the latter I cannot doubt for a 
moment. I think myfelf as unalterably 
fixed in your afFc6tion, as I feel you are in 
mine. This perfuafion, fo needful to my 
happinefs, is rivettcd in my heart, and I 
would not part with it for mines of gold. 
Yet there is fomething inexpreffibly ea- 
gaging, to read the tender acknowledg- 
ment, under your own dear hand. You 
will quite fpoil me for a letter- writer. The 

grear 
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great beauty of an cpiftolary ftile is con- 
cifenels i I feem rather to ftudy circumlo- 
cution, when writing to you, that I may 
make fbme amends in quantity, for what I 
fall fliort in the quality of my letters, if 
compared with yours. It is now ten in 
the evening. I am going to walk the 
deck and think of you ; and according to 
my conftant cuftom, to recommend you to 
the care and protedtion of God. 



At Seat »7 June, 

Sometimes my letters refemble the 
courfe of a Hare. I digrefs from one thing 
to another, till I make a fair round, and 
return to the fubjeft with which I began. 
At other times, like the Fox, I lead you a 
chafe right out, leap over all bounds of re- 
gularity, and you cannot guefs by the . 
manner of my fctting off, whither or how 
far I may lead you j nor can I tell myfelf; 
but fear I tire you to keep pace with my 

rambles. 
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rambles. But iC upon the whole, you ar^ 
pleafed or amufed, my end is anfwered. 
In this my defultory way> I am almoft at 
the bottom of my twelfth large Iheet, and 
am now expefting to fee Antigua every 
minute, where I hope to be furni(hed with . 
new materials. I had but two opportunities 
of writing from the coaft^ and fliall there- 
fore carry eight fheets with me, which I 
Ihall difperfe homewards as fad as I can, 
as occafions offer, for my juftification, left 
you fhould in fome anxious moment fuf- 
pe£t me of negligence. Though I rather 
believe you arc dilpofed to judge fevour- 
able of me, even if appearances fhould be 
againft me. Indeed your idea is conftant- 
ly with me, and. I hope in due time I 
fliall prove the reverfe of iEfop's dog, and 
by long gapbg after the fliadow, come at 
length to repoffefs the fubftance. Eager 
as I am for the receipt of your expefte^^ 
letters, my heart goes often pit a pat, left 
I ihould hear that you have been ill or un- 
cafy. But I check my fears, by confider- 

ing 
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Ing that I have cbmmitdcd you to him, 
who is able to take better care of you than 
I could, if I was prefent with you. To 
him I again recommend you, praying that 
we may at length be reftorcd to eaeh other, 
and that I may always prove wprthy of 
your afFeftion.. 



Antigua^ 4 July. 

As I have been for three nights al-; 
moft flccplefs, I can hardly keep my eyes 
open, not even to write to you. But I 
have been long providing againft bufy 
times, and now enclofe you three (hects, as 
a Ipecimen ; and have fix more ready to 
fend as (hips may offer. The- bufincfe of 
this is chiefly to acquaint you, that I ar- 
rived here in fafety yefterday, and have re- 
ceived your feveral favours of the aoth 
December, nth January, and ad April. 
That which you mention to have writter^ 
in Oftober has not come, to hand. But 

my 
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my joy for thofe received has^ been To 
great, that I have not yet been at leifure, 
fufficiently to regret the one which is loft. 
Had not the news of my dear fadier's 
death been accompanied by thefe con- 
firmations of your health, and your affec- 
tion to me^ I fhould have- felt it more, 
heavily, for I ioved and revered him. But 
enough q{ this. My tears drop upon the 
paper. — 

Tell me, my deareft, if you can. How 
two oppofite paffions find room for exer- 
cife in my breaft at the fame time ? I re- 
joice gready in the confcioufnels of your 
love, and I forrow greatly for my father*s 
death. Thefe different emotions feem not 
to interfere. But I have now given vent 
to my grief, and fliall not indulge it. Re- 
ligion, which is the beft philofophy, has, 
I hope, prepared me, in a meafure, for 
every event, at leaft, for all but one : that 
one indeed I cannot think of without 
tzrembling. 

Yo* 



Jfttigua, 5 7t^fy' 

You caution me to be careful of 
my own life for your fake, which is in- 
deed the moft engaging argument you<:an 
afljgn; for I knov^^ nothing but yourfelf 
that makes a continuance in this life very 
defirable, unlefs as it is a ftate of improve- 
ment for a better. But, if I durft, I (hould 
a little blame the ftrength of your expref- 
fions upon the point. God only knows 
which of us muft depart firfl:, but it is pro- 
bable, one muft furvive the knowledge of 
the other's death. If it fhould be my lot, 
I cannot tell how I fliould be able to bear 
it i but I would wfti our love to be fo re- 
gulated, that neither of us fliould be ren- 
dered miferable by a feparation 5 but ra- 
ther be fupportcd by a well grounded 
hope, that a few more rolling years would 
re-unite us, never more to part. • In a 
world liable to fuch unexpcfted and un- 
avoidable changes, there is no probability 
of being happy, even in the enjoyment of 
Vol. I. E our 
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XKir own wifhcs, unlefs we hold thcip in 
fubordinadon to the will and wifdom of 
God, who is the author and giver of every 
blcffing. 

Your lajl letter is the befly becaufe the 
longeft, and becaufe you feem to have 
written it when you were tolerably eafy, 
and at peace in your mind. If this was in 
any meafure owing to hearing from me, I 
hope you will be peaceful for the remain- 
der of the voyage; for I expeA frequent 
opportunities of writing, and I am not 
likely to let one of them flip. 



Antigua^ 9 July, 

This is my fourth letter in five 
days. I write by every fliip, diat you may 
have the moft early information poflible of 
my arryral and welfare, to relieve the anx- 
iety which I fear you muft have felt ; and 
I now fend the two lafl: of the eight fhcets, 
I brought with me. Should all mypack- 

'et$ 
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cts arrive fafcly, and nearly together^ your 
love muft ftrcngthcn your patience, or you 
will be wearied by the |>erafal. But I be- 
lieve you will receive them widi as much 
.pleaftire as I wrote them, I cannot more 
ftron^y exprefs my confidence of your 
aSe£bion« I have perhaps told you before* 
that, when we married, I had not defcrvcd 
much of your pqfitive love ; but I knew 
from your temper, that I might be fore 
your heart was free from any other c<i- 
gagement or preference; and for the reft, 
I depended on your generofity, and^on 
my own fincere endeavours to dcferve yoiu 
But even this confidence in myfelfi and u\ 
you, did not induce me to expert you would 
advance fo iaft, as in a few months to over- 
take me in the race, in which I fet out ie^ 
ven long years before you. 



Your Iaft letter has the only ad- 

^idonal excellence which I could wifli for 

E 2 in 
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in a letter from you ; I mean the length. 
You are greatly improved indeed. At the 
end of five years, with fome difficulty, I 
drew fix lines from you. In lefs than two 
years afterwards, I obtained eleven lines 
and a half more. After marriage you fti- 
pulated to return one line for my two ; and 
though you fell fomething fhort of your 
agreement, I acquitted you ; for befides 
that one of your lines is worth ten of mine, 
1 confidered, that, at the time of articling, 
you could not fofcfec that I ihould be fo 
unreafonably prolix as I, have proved. 
Could any one who knew us both have 
imagined, that you Ihould already imitate 
me as far as one hundred and twenty lines ? 
Yes, any one who knew us both perhaps 
« might expeft it. But if he only knew me, 
I think he would not. When I fay You 
imitate me ; I mean only in the length, for 
you leave me in full poffeffion of my tau- 
tologies, perplexities, and repetitions. I 
have thought that your writing fo correft- 
ly was, in forae meafure, owing to your bre- 
vity. 
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vity. But I was miilaken. You have 
Ihcwn mc, that as you have the art of 
imprinting your charader and ipirit in 
three or four lines, fo you can, if you 
plcafe, enlarge to as^ many hundred, 
without linking below yourfclf in a (ingle 
expreflion, 

I admire the delicate turn of your writ- 
ing. You need not be careful who kts 
your letters j for though you touch upon 
the moft interefting fubjefts in a manner 
quite intelligible to me, a ftranger could 
pick litde out of them. I would imitate 
you in this, if I could, while conveyances 
are fo uncertain. However, I hope that 
if my flights were expofed to public view, 
there would be nothing found but what 
tended to yoiir honour, though perhaps 
my own prudence might be called in qucf- 
tion. I might even be excufed by com- 
petent judges, but in the crowd we call the 
world, what a mixture of wonder, ^nvy, 
and contempt, (hould I excite ! How 
would they exclaim. This is mere cant, 
E 3 bombaft. 
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bombaft, cnthufiafm ! ' I hope moft of my 
poor effays to tfiank you, have merit 
enough to meet with fuch a reccptkm from 
the ignorant and fafi(h. Imagine Han- 
del playing one of his bed pieces to a par- 
cel of gypfiesi who till then had only heard 
fuch mufic as gypfies are accuftomed to;, 
would they not gape and ftare at him, and 
wifh that he had done tuning his inftru- 
ttxtnu and would give them Ibmething 
wonh their hearing ? Or if a down, who 
had fecn a puppetfbew, Ihould go to the 
theatre in hopes of Ibmething to make hkn 
laugh, and hear Garrick repeating the (b- 
Hoqoy, ^o hy or net to bty he would pro- 
! bably wonder what the audience could find 
to admire, or applaud in fuch dry ftufiv It 
grows late, or I could run over fifty more 
inftances of the readinefs of people to de« 
Ipile what they do not underftand. And 
then I would endeavour to prove (I think 
it no difficult tafk) that this folly is never 
more completely abfurd, than when the 
dull, or the cold^^ or the crofs, or the una- 

miable^ 



i 



Ftrjl Voyage to Africa, 1 7 5 1- 79 

miahk> or the cnviom, or the felfifh, or 
die abandoned, afFed to xindervalue the 
happincfe of the marriage ftate. 



Antigua^ 4 Augufi^ 

You will perceive by the date, 
chat this is one of the days which I pafs, 
as much as I can, in retirement and re- 
fieflion. My correfpondence with you 
falls in with my dcfign. I hope a mutual 
alFedtion will be rather a help than a hin- 
drance to us, in our moft important con- 
cerns. Not one of the many bleffings 
which God has beftowed upon me, excites 
in me a more ardent defire to be thankful, 
jhan that which he has given me in you. 
And the remembrance of oiir pad endear- 
ments, is a powerful prefervative, to keep 
me from low and unworthy purfuits. In 
like manner, nothing reconciles me fo 
much to the troubles and hazards incident 
to my fituation, as the thought that I en- 
E 4 dure 
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dure them for yonr lake, and that from you 
I cxpcd a rccompcnfe anfwerablc to my 
wi(hes. I hope I may fay this, without de- 
rogating from thofe motives, which ought 
to have no lefs weight with me, if you 
were out of the queftion. My meanbg is, 
that I ought to be very thankful to the 
goodncfs of the Lord, who has thus order- 
ed my duty and my inclinations to go hand 
in hand, and in a manner bribed me to my 
true intcrcft. And this enhances my re- 
gard to you i that I am not only indebted 
to you for my pleafures here, but that you 
will be a mean of preparing me for thofe 
which I hope for hereafter. This is the 
proper foundation for abiding love, A 
love like mine is calculated for all feafons 
and changes ; equally fuited, to enlarge the 
advantages of profperity beyond the com- 
prehenfion of a ftranger, and to gild the 
unealy hours of pain and trouble. I may 
lofe money, health, liberty, or Kmbs, but 
while it pleafes God to preferve my me- 
mory, nothing can rob me erf" the confciouf- 

neii 
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ncfs that you are mine, and that I am fa- 
voured with the deareft place in youF heart. 
The vcflel is now under fail, fo I muft 
conclude. I hope to follow her foon. 
Adieu, my deareft. Believe me to be almoft 
continually praying for you, and ftudying 
how to approve myfel^ 

Yours^ &c^ 



I AM {o pleafed with writing to you> 
and fo ufed to it, that though I hope to 
deliver you my pacquet with my owa 
hand, I cannot dcfift.. 1 now begin a book 
for your entertainment>and fhall only mark 
the date here and there, r^ferving my 
bounden ibbfcription to the end. 

1 fiippofe moft people when entering 
the manriage ftate promife themfelves 
much fatisfaftioni and I am afraid very 
many are greatly difappointed. Why has 
it been othcrwife with me ? Hqw was it, 
E 5^ that 
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that at a time when J was miftaken ancS 
wrong, in every other part of rfty cDndu<a,^ 
I Ihoiild dircft my addrcflcs to per- 
haps the only one in the Iph^-e of my ac- 
quaintance who could make me happy? 
Undoubtedly the hand of God was in ^^. 
How wretched muft 1 have been had my 
heart been io clofcly engaged to a giddy, 
inconfiderate, or mercenary character ! 
Befides my other obligations, I muft al- 
ways confider you as the principal inftru- 
ment employed by divine Providence, to 
wean me from thofc errors and evils, which 
otheiVife, muft have foon ifliied in my dc- 
ftruftion. This will be a motive of regard 
which will always remain, though length 
of time fhould abate the force of many 
other endearing confiderations ; . and when 
life has nothing more in itfclf defirable, I 
(hall have reafdn, with my dying breath, to 
blefs God for the influence you have had 
over me. 

You will not wonder that I write in a 
lerious ftrain, when I ttU you that I am 

fitting 
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fitting by a perfon in his lad agonies, and 
who^ only five days fince, was healthy and ' 
florid* This is my furgeon, who, by an 
obliging behaviour during the whole voy- 
age, has gained a great ihare of my re- 
gard. But I fear he muft go, Cut 

fhort ip the vigour of life, amidft a heap of 
amufing purpofes and profpefts, if he 
reached England ! 

x^th Attgufl. 

My poor furgeon i^ gone, and buried ia 
the fca i a fepulchrcy of which, while liv- 
ing he could not bear the thou^. But it 
makes no difference to- him now. Bcfidcs 
my perfbnal re^rd^ I Ihall mifs him upoa 
your account. For from the time I knew 
hirt fo wdl as to judge him worthy of the 
fubjcd, I have often found fome relief by 
venting my mbd to him in lalking about 
you. 1 have nonc.with me, now but mere 
laildrs,, to whom \ fhould degrade your 
nsme if I memk>n«d it i and (haU therefore 
keep my pleafilres and my pains to myfelf. 
E S Yet 
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Yet now and then, when I am fure I am 
not overheard, I breathe out your name. 
My deareft M. and find mufic in the found* 
Wc have h^d very bad weather lately^ 
and I Ihould have been afraid of a hurri- 
cane, (for this is the feafon) but that my 
dependance upon the providence of God 
is become alnvoft habitual. I have had io 
many, and fuch great dcUverances, within 
thcfe few years, that I hope I (hall learn by 
degrees, to think myfelf in no more dan- 
. ger in one time or place than in another, 
while I am in the path of duty, and do 
not place confidence in my own abilities, 
or miftake the means for the end. 



trfiA»guft, 

I fubmit, with due deference, to your 
judgment in my own favour, and will en- 
tertain as good an opinion of myfelf as I 
can, with any regard to truth. Indeed, if 
I am not better than formerly, by my ccwi- 
j^eftioh with you, I muft be quite incor- 
V . rigible. 
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rigible. For a proof that I once was a 
very poOT creature, I could^ if you would 
not be angry, cite your own opinion upon 
fcveral occafions, and (ummons mojic wit- 
nefles than two or three* I divert mjrfelf 
fbmetimes with the recoUe&ion of what 
palfed between Mrs. P. and me, when I 
firft few her after we were married. It 
was to this purpoft. Dear Madam, wi(h 
me joy. Of what. Sir? Of my marriage. 
With whom pray ? With my deaa- M. 
What M J M. C ? Yes r ftie owned that 
name lately, but has now caft it ofi^ and 
defires you would know her by mine. Ah ! 
feys fhe, fighiiig and fliaking her head both 
at once, I wi(h it was trxie. Her fiftcr 
interpofed. He only jefts. She anfwered^ 
Then he is much altered ; very lately he 
would not have jefted upon this fubjeft. 
No really, it is downright carneft; why 
are you fo backward to credit it ? Nay— 
only-r-be^caufe — I do not know-— ftay— 
no— it is iffjpoiliblc. When Ihe had re- 
peated this, or fomething like it, two or 

three 
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three ttmes^ I be^cd her to coUedt her-' 
iU^ and give me her reafons. She did not 
eare to fpeak out, but hinted an iinfuit* 
ablenefs of tempers \ that you was checr- 
&1 and fprightly^ and I heavy and dull; 
and thouj^ I might be tnad enough to 
match at a di^jarity^ you were more miftrefs 
^ yourlblf than to make fuch a wikl ex* 
periment. This fhe minced up as com^ 
pkifimtly^ as ihe could> not to offend me; 
but I am confident her real fentiments, 
and thofc of moft of our acquaintance^ 
were as I have exprciled. 

I toki her flie had judged righdy of me^ 
but it was {dain &e did not fo well know 
you. At length ihe was convinced — ^but 
ftiU infifte4 'twas ftrange,. 'twas palling. 
ftrange; but that flic fhould love you bet- 
ter than ever. With all my heart. Ma- 
dam> I replied), aad fafhalll likewife. 

When I am in eafy circumftancts, I try 
to l;jeight5cn my pleafure by the rccollcftidn 

of 
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of paft dmesy when I have been much 
othcrwife. When I am in a fafe harbour^ 
oroft fliore, I think of paft difficulties and 
dangers. When (as at prefcnt) I poiTefi 
plenty, I recall to mind the ieafons when I 
was deftitute c£ bread to eat^ or a fhirt t9* 
wear. And, to ium up aU> fince I haiFC 
been happy in a return of your affefdon, I 
often compare the ftate of my mind, with 
what it was when I dclpaired of gaining it. 

I have been lately looking back to the 
hour when I firft few you, and from thence 
through all the various turns I met with till 
you had the goodnefs to give me your hand 
and heart; and though you have abundant- 
ly made me amends for all my fufierings,. 
I think nothing fhort of yourfdf could 
have farisfied me ; and that, to die degree 
I loved you, I muft have been miferable to 
the end of my life, without you. 

Do not think I confidcr you as the real 
cauie of my wretchcdnefs ; you were in- 
deed the occajiony but the caufc was wholly 
in mylelf. I gradually deviated from the 
7 principles 
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principles in which I was educated^ till I 
became profligate and abandoned i and die 
way of tranfgreflbrs will always Jae hard. 
From this ftate God might indeed have 
appointed fome other way for my reco- 
very, though I had never known you i but 
to all human appearance, ym were the in- 
ftrument of fnatchbg me from ruin.. And 
at lafl, if you had not been one of a thou- 
land, to conduct the abfolute influence you 
had over me with prudence and caution, 
we might both have been unhappy. 

December la, 1742, was the memora- 
ble day on the event of which my future 
life was to turn. I was then advancing 
towards ei^een, you were within a month 
of feurteea. How wonderful^ that when 
we were both fo young„ an knprcffion 
ihouM be made upon my mind, almoft at 
firft fight, which, neither diftance, nor ab-- 
fence, nor all my fuflFerings, nor even all 
the liccntioufnefs and folly I afterwards run 
into, could obliterate I 

I knew not at firft what ailed mc^ I 

was 
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was uneafy when you were abfent^ yet 
when you were prcfent I fcarccly durft look 
at you. If I attempted to fpcak, I trem- 
bled and was confofed. My love made 
me ilupid at fiift. I could not bear to 
leave you i but once and again broke my 
cr^agemcnts, and difeppointed my father's 
aim to fertfe me in life, rather than be ba- 
nifhcd far from you. 

In March, 1744, 1 ^as imprefled, and 
ifent in a tender on board the Harwich. 
Here I began a new ftage of my life. Here 
I met with a flirewd man, who robbed me 
of my principles, and poifoned me with in- 
fidelity. Then bad foon became wwfe. I for- 
fook God; and he left me, for a rime, to fol- 
low the way of my own heart. I deferted 
from the fliip at Plymouth when lent upon 
duty, but was apprehended, brought back 
like a felon, degraded and puniflied as I 
well deferved. Surely no mifery could be 
greater than mine while I remained in 

that 
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Aacfhipi but at Madeira I Was cjEchangedt 
and fcm to G\iinea« In that flnp I nugbc 
\atn <II>QC wdl, but I woi^ u^y and ai: 
lengdi thouglit it eligible to qiik her> and 
to rcfidt on ibore in Africa* Here falliiig 
fide, and being therefore ufcle6> I incurred 
die diipleafure and contempt of my Uack 
miftrefs P. L and fooo became the fcom 
and the pity of flaves. Alrn'oft naked and 
&miihed, a burden to mylelf and to all 
around me, helplefs and hopelefs, I drag- 
ged throx^h almd9: a year* My outward 
fkuation was then a little amended ; and I 
thought myfelf fixed for life, whema mef- 
iage reached me in a mdl providential 
manner, isvidng me to return to England,. 
The invitation would have been in vain, 
had It not revived in my mind the poffi^ 
bility (had I confiderdi maturely, it would 
hardly have amounted to a poffibility) of 
obtaining you. This gkam of hope de- 
termined me. If I bad not known you^ 
perhaps I (hould never have fcen the 
coaft of Guinea^ But it feems more cer- 

tain^ 
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taiiv that if I had not known you I fliould 
never have returned from it. Near a year 
(for Hq long I was on {hip-board) I fptM 
m dreadful wickedneis. And I Ihould 
have come to Eogjbtnd, as unworthy of 
you as ever^ bad it not pleafed God ta 
meet with me. Oh! I have realbn to 
praife him for that ftorm ; for the appre- 
henfion I had, firft of finking under the 
weight of all my fins into the ocean, and 
into eternity, and afterwards of bebg 
ftarved to death. Then I began to think ; 
I attempted to pray, and my firft half- 
formed prayers were anfwered. He whom 
^e winds and feas obey> m a tnaimer Kttk 
lefs than miraculous, broug^ me in fafety 
to Ireland. 

When I arrived at Liverpool, not meet- 
ing with a letter from your aunt> I thought 
myfclf forfaken by her. This, added ta 
the reft of the diificulties which I knew 
were in my wayj^made me defpair of fuc- 

ccfs^ 
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ccfii and as I was now become more con-^ 
fidcrate, I thought it beft for us both to 
break oflF; accordingly I wrote to herewith 
a heavy heart, and with watery eyes, that 
I intended to give you no further trouble. 
But, upon the receipt of her anfwer, I was 
glad to change my mind, and I loon fct 
off for London to fee you. See you I did, 
but little more. I was tongue-tied as for- 
merly : when I had juft feafted my eyes, 
I returned to Liverpool at almoft as great 
an uncertainty as before; I cannot fay 
quite, for I faw fo much generofity in your 
behaviour, as encouraged me to hope on. 
And I ventured afterwards to put it to a 
final iffue to yourfelf by letter. I believe 
had you then given me an abfolute rcfufal, 
I fhould have endeavoured to conquer, or 
at leaft, to fmother my paffion. 

When I received your anfwer, I kept it 
fome time before I durft open it. When 
I did, i was tranfported to find you kind — 
for though you wrote in the moft cautious 
tcrms^ I knew it was much in my favour 

that 
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that you would write at all, and that you 
defigncd I fhould underftand it fo. And I 
was fure you had too much honour and 
goodnefs, to trifle with me after I had 
ftat^ the affair in fo ferious a light. 

Then, my dearcft M. on that very day, 
I began to live indeed, and to a6t, in all my 
concerns, with afpirit and firmncfs to which 
I before was a ftranger. My next voy- 
age, though troublefome enough, yct> en- 
livened by the hopes you had given me, 
was to me light and eafy. And as it pleaf- 
ed God to enable me, in fomc meafure, to 
a6V up to my new refolutions, I was, for the 
moft part, at peace every way. I inform- 
ed you of my arrival at Liverpool, and, 
upon the receipt of your fecond dear letter, 
I fet off to try once more what I could 
find to fay for myfelf ; and, as you were 
then difpofcd to make your company 
agreeable to me, I found it fo indeed. 
Such are the outlines of my hiftory, which 
I will clofe with thanking you for the inva- 
luable prefent you made me, on the never 

to 
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to be forgotten firft of February, 1750, 
But I mull requeft your padence while I 
dmw an inference or two from k. 

Stb Siptmhr* 
And firft, from a frequent review of the 
paft, I learn to be eafy and thankful in my 
{>»fent fituation* . The diipenfations of 
iiivine Providence towards me have fure- 
ly been extraordinary. All the evil I 
jKiflfered was the immediate rcfult of my 
own folly and' wilfulnefs ; but the good I 
have experienced was wboDy unmcritecj, 
and for a long time unhoped for. Had it 
pleafed God to continue my life upon any 
terms, I ought to be very thankful for it, 
as allowing me time for repentance. But, 
as though this were a frnaH thing, my wild 
and roving behaviour has been over-ruled 
to procure melt better profpcft inlifbrthan 
perhaps I Ihould have obtained by follow- 
ing my proper bufmefs from the firft, with 
a fteady application. And farther, as I 
have rcafon to think that riches, could I 

have 
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liave acquired Aem, weuld have been 
taftelcft to me without you, what fufficienc 
acknowledgment can I itis^e that even this 
laft, bcft, crowning gift, (hould be added 
to rite reft! Could my wretched courfe 
of life, for feveral years Aat I pretended to 
have you fb much at heart, entitle me to 
this Weffing ? Alas ! I was unworthy of 
you, in every fenfe of the word ! 

Since, therefore, fo jnany bleffings were 
in (lore for me, though I had caft oflF all 
fear and thought of the great God, why 
Ihould I fear now, that I endeavour to ac- 
knowledge him in all my ways ? I enter- 
ed upon this voyage with litde anxiety, 
though I well knew it would expofc me 
to many dangers, becaufe I had been pro- 
tefted before, and brought through the 
' like unhurt. I parted from you with grief, 
it is true, and yet with a degree of cheer- 
fulncfs, becaufe I trufted that he who 
brought us together fo much beyond my 
expeftations and deferts, wouki reftore us 
to each other again at a proper time ; and 

for 
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for the fame reaibiij my heart now exults 
in the hope that the time is nearly ap- 
proaching. My cares are fweetened with 
many comfort$> and my pleafures, when I 
meet them> I believe, are with as little al- 
loy as can be expedbed in this fublunaty 
ftate. 

I infer, fecondly, (which I have often 
mentioned before, but cannot too often re- 
peat) how great my obligations are to you ! 
I will not compliment you as the firft and 
principal caufe, (for that I look higher) 
but furely I may confider you as the chief 
mean and inftrument of refcuing me from 
guilt and miferyj and forming me to a tru^ 
tafte for the enjoyment of life. In gaining 
you^ I gained all at once. The empty ihews 
of pleafure, which daily ruin thoufands, 
have no more charms for me % and the dif- 
ficulties and troubles which are, more or 
lefs, infeparablc from this mortal ftate,* 
appear light and tolerable for your fake. 
The only ftudy now left me (a pjeafing 
Itudy) is, how I may beft deferve and re- 
quite 
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quite your goodnefs. Good night. I am 
going to look at the north flar, 

X M S eft ember* 

I muft mention one additional circum- 
ftance, which demands my thankfulnefs. 
I mean the friendfhip, and kindnefs of the 
lyhole family to which I am by you allied. 
Was it not very happy for me, that I 
fhould receive you from diofe very per- 
fons, to whom, of all others, I had the 
gre^eft delire of being obliged ? For I 
knew it would have been in vain to expeft 
your confent, unlefs it was allowed and 
confirmed by theirs. By the bye I Ibouki 
tdl you, that your unufual obfervance to 
your parents, gave me fome of my ftrong- 
eft hopes, that if we were once joined, we 
ihould do well together ; for I thought it 
morally impoffible, that the beft daughter 
I had met with, fhould not prove a good^ 
wife. I have feen the peace of fome hope- 
ful marriages difturbed, and fometimcs 
dcftroyed, by diflenfions arifing ffom the 

Vol. I. i^ new 
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new rekrions ; but I have feldom feen fuch 
entire, difinterefted harmony as fubfifts 
amongft us. 



At Sisty sth Septemhir^ 

It is now fuch weather, as often 
makes thofe who live on fhore, pity the 
poor lailors. The wind blows very hard, 
the fea runs high, and toiTes the (hip 
about, without any ceremony. So that 
writing is difficult, and I muft be Ihorter 
than ufual ; but I was not wiUing to defift 
entirely. For my own part, I do not think 
my cafe very pitiable. I am in good healthy 
I am furrounded by a good Providence,. to 
which a calm and a ftorm are alike; and, 
as the wind is fair, every pdflF pufhes me 
nearer to you. I have fhortened the diftance 
between us about 1 80 miles within the laft 
a4 hours. Who would not purchafe this 
fpeed (if it could be bought) at the price 
of a little inconvenience ? Not that I am 
anxioufly in hafte. I am wiUing to mak« 

the 
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the beft ufe both of fair, and of contrary 
winds, and, if poffible, with equal thank- 
fulnefs J for I truft, all my concerns are un- 
4cr a better direftion than my own j and 
that you and I fhall meet again, in the beft 
concerted hour, and manner^ imaginable. 



At Seat i6tb September . 

The fcene is much changed fince 
yefterday. The. wind is abated, and the 
i:aging billows are greatly fubfided. I 
thank God we did not fuftain the leaft da- 
mage i though fuch feafons are not with- 
out real danger j for the force of the fea, 
when enraged. by the wind, is inconceiv- 
able by thofe who have not feen it, and un- 
manageable by thofe who have feen thd 
moft of it. God is often pleafed to make 
this element, his inftrument of confounding 
the pride of thofe who preftimc to think 
their owji art, vigilance, and precaution, a 
fufficient fecurity againft it; while at the 
fame, or at a worfc time, he makes the ufe 
F 2 of 
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of commen means fucccfsful, to fuch as 
acknowledge that their bcft endeavours 
muft be in vain, without his blcffing. 

It is a common error, to be much 
afraid in times of great apparent danger, 
and only, at fuch f^fons. In a tempeft, 
a fire, a pcftilence, or an eardiquake, we 
are alarmed, and cry, Lord, help us, and 
give ourfelves up for gone. But alas I 
were our frail lives any way mcoiififtent 
with the views of Providence, there is 
DO need of fiich a mighty apparatus to re<- 
move us, A fever, a fall, a fly, a tile, or 
even an hair, are, and have been fufficient to 
interrupt the fchemcs c^thc ambidous, to 
rob the conqueror of his triumphs, or to 
change beauty into a loathfome mafs. 

Thefe thoughts have arifen &om a grate* 
ful fenfe of my late prefervation, and there is 
a propriety in offering them to you. I 
owe to you the moft that endears life to 
me. I ought to be thankfiil for its con- 
tinuance, though it were not thus enliven- 
ed, as a ftate of improvement and prepa- 
ration 



Firjl Voyage to Africa^ : 75 1. ti>t 

ration for a better ; but for any happinels 
merely temporal, further than what fliall be 
allotted me, through and with you, I have 
neither conception nor defire. Farther 
than this I dare not lay, God* forbid that 
eitlier of us Ihould miflake the msan, his 
goodnefs in blcfllng us with affcAions ft» 
happily attuned to each other, for the end 
to which it ought to lead us ; fo as to place 
an undue ftrels, upon what muft be either 
taken from us, or we from it. Since we 
are lure we muft at length part, let us en- 
deavour that it may be upon fuch terms, as 
may afford us> mutually, the joyful hope of 
a rc-imion> when we (hall no more be lia- 
ble to leparation, or dilappomtment. This 
muft be happinefs indeed! 



At Seuy igtb Sept^mhr, 

I AM- a great admirer of JEfop's fa- 

l^s. They could hardly have been more 

adapted to the cuftoms and humours of 

our times, had they been written in Lon- 

F3 iion. 
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don. His apes, lions, foxes, gecfe, magr 
pies, and monkeys, may be met with in 
our ftreets every day. As 'a proof that I 
am not partial in my cenfure, I will confefs 
that I myfelf hare frequently appeared in 
fome of thefe charaders. When I firft 
knew you I was a bear j I then became an 
owl, and afterwards exhibited the worft 
properties of all his brutes, in ray fmgle 
felf. 

The morals, fo called, ufually fubjoined 
f o the fables, I think, might be omitted 
without much lols. Let the reader moral- 
ife for himfelfi as I mean to do on a fable 
which commonly ftands the firft in the 
book. 1 muft give it you from memory, 
and believe I fhall not much deviate from 
the original. 

A cock, fcrapingin a dunghill, found a 
diamond. Oh ! faid he, what a fine bright 
thing is this ! a jeweller would be over- 
joyed to find it J but for my part;^ I think 
k a mere bauble, and would prefer one 
barley corn to all the diamonds and pearls 
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in the world ! Is not this a lively pidhire 
of fome, who. would be thought fine gen- 
tlemen! Intafte, difcernment, and em- 
ployment, how nearly do they refemble the 
cock ? Solomon affures us, the price of a 
virtuous woman is above rubies; which 
fufiiciently explains what is meant by the 
diamond. Thus the libertine judges of a 
fine woman, every way qualified to make 
a man of fcnfe happy. He will, like the 
cock, allow diat (lie is worth mucli to one 
who knows how to value her ; (for beauty 
.joined with gpodnefs in a female charafter, 
will extort fomc homage from the moft 
brutilh.) I mull own, he would fay, flic 
is very amiable, and if a man (hould gain 
her, who can relifti die good fenfe, tcnder- 
nels, and generofity, fhe feems to poflcfs, 
he would, to be furc, tiiink himfelf very 
happy J but thefe things are to me mere 
baubles. If I have my barley corn I (hall 
not envy him. My bottle and a brothel 
are more to my tafte. Thus far my 
moral. 

F 4 How 
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How is it that women, who profefs 
a regard for honour, truth, and virtue, 
will, jBv^ithout fcruple, converfe, in gene- 
ral terms, with men who live in open de- 
fiance to thefe principles, if they are only 
recommended by a genteel addrefs and 
appearance ; and will permit them, upon 
the ealy condition of avoiding grofs vulgar 
terms, to fay things which they muft furely 
defpife? If they* would refolutcly treat, 
with contempt, the man who fhould dare 
to hint, that he confiders all women as 
alike, it would prevent the ruin of many 
of your fex, and be the moft effeftual ftep 
towards a reformation amongft ours, that I 
can think of. But now, let ^ wretch, by 
a complicated fcene of perjury, bafenefs, 
and ingratitude, firft ruin> and then abandor> 
a young creature, who has been fo unhappy 
as to believe him, he will probably be re- 
ceived in the next company with a fmilc, 
and marks of good will i 'while the poor 
dupe of his artifice, deprived both of peace 
and fubfiftence, fhall be deemed unworthy 

of 
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of pity. And this from women, who 
ought to be the patterns of commiferation 
and candour ! 

You, I know, think mor€ jufUy. You 
do not fuppofe, that your having withftood 
or efcapcd all villainous defigns, can war- 
rant you to add weight to the aflHidion of 
thofe who have been overreached* I may 
fey of you, with the poet. 

There dwelt thefcorn of vice, and pity too* 

I know not what L (hould digreft to 
next, but I am juft told. The tea-ketde 
boils, fo, as the failors fay, no more at 
prcfent.. 

2o/i& September. 

We have another heavy gale of wind, 
and it is not eafy to- fit feft, or to hold a 
pen 3 but as the diftance between us is lef- 
fening at the rate of feven or eight miles 
per hour, I am willing to fill up my paper 
as fall as I can. I wi(h I had words to 
convey fome idea of the fcene around me. 
F 5 But 
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But It cannot be fully dcfcribed. ' A faint, 
and but a faint conception, ihay be form- i 
ed from pidhircs, or prints, of a ftorm at 
fea. Imagine to yourfelf an immcnfe body 
of water behind you, hi^er than a houfe, 
and a chafm of equal depth juft before 
you : botlv fo apparcndy dangerous, that 
you could hardly determine which to ven- 
ture; and both fo near, as not to allow you^ 
moment's time to choofe : for in the twink- 
ling of an eye the fhip defcends into the pit 
which is gaping to receive her,, and with, 
equal fwiftnefs afcends to the top on die 
other fide, before the mountain that is be- 
hind can overtake her^ And this is. re- 
peated as often as you can deliberately 
count four. It is indeed wonderful, that 
a fhip will run incefTantly over thefe hills 
and dales, for days and weeks together^ 
(if the gale lafls fo long) without receiv- 
ing the ieaft damage,, or taking any confi- 
derable quantity ofwater on board; and yet ~ 
never be more than four or five yards from 
a fea, which, (if it was quite to reach her) 

would 
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would perhaps diiable her beyond reco- 
. very, if not beat her to pieces at a fingle 
blow. Need we go farther for the 
proof of a Providence always near, always 
kind ? kind to the unthankfiil and the evil* 
For though thefe marks of his care are re- 
peated every minute, they arc feldom ac- 
knowledged by feamen. For my own 
part> I fee dangers (b numerous and immi- 
nent, that I (hould be always in anxiety 
and fear, could I not fubmit myi^lf and all 
my concerns, to Him who holds the waves, 
of the fea in the hollow of his hand, as the 
prophet ftrongly exprefles it ^ lb diat when 
. moft enraged by the winds, I am fure they 
. dare not rife a fingle incli beyond his 
. permiffion* 

You have often heard of an oftrich, and 
perhaps feen one. This bird is com- 
. mon in the northern parts of Africa; and„ 
if travellers may be believed,.Jie lias a pe- 
culiarity* which, if my friend ^fop had 
known, he woujd, I think, have given him* 
a. place in his fables. They fay, when ^ni 
F d oftrich 
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oftrich is purfued, he ufually gets clear by 
running, if the place is open and plain, (for 
they are fwifter than a horfc) but if he be 
near an cnclofure, or wood, he fticks hi& 
head into the firft bufli he can reach i and 
when he can no longer fee his enemy, he 
thinks himfelf fafe, and ftands quiet till he 
is caught. We may fmile at this folly in 
a bird, but how often is it an emblem of 
our own ! When the thing we fear is im- 
pending, and before our eyes, we are alarm- 
ed i but foon drop our apprehenfions, and 
perhaps are unwilling to own we had 
any, wlien the danger is over> as -we fup- 
pofe \ that is, when we cannot fee it. Our 
own wifdom, or diligence, or vanity, fervc 
us for a bufh 5 and we little diink of the 
many calamities to which we are equally 
expofed from other quarters. Though 
we daily fee more people fufFering by what 
they flighted, than by what they feareJ. 
May you and I learn to fear the Lord, 
and we need fear none but him. He could 
. prefcrve usfafe and happy, though fire and 

air. 
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air, earth and water, men and devils, were 
to conlpire againft our peace. 

^rfl Septimber. 

How different is to-day from yefterday ! 
The fea hardly feems to be die feme ele- 
ment. The weather is quite fair, the wind 
moderate, (but ftill favourable) and the 
water fmooth. When the country is load- 
ed with fnow, and the trees without a lea^ 
how pleafing is the alteration produced by 
the returning fpiring! The ground, by 
degrees, is covered with flowers, the' woods 
arrayed in green, and inufic is heard from 
every thicket. Seamen often experience 
as great a change in a few hours 5 which 
makes it the more fenfible. A litde' bad 
weather, now and then, makes the return 
of fair more plealanjt. I feem to-day to 
breathe a new air, and with a new life. 

You are very kind to wifh yourfelf at 
fea with me j but dearly as I value your 
company, I could not confent to pay fuch 
a price for it. I can eafily fubmit to .the 

inconveniencies 
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inconveniencies of a fea-faring life while 
you are fafe on (hore \ but they would dif- 
treis me grcady, if you were afiefted by 
them. I am like a prudent merchant^ 
who, not willing to rifle his whole fortune 
in one adventure, leaves the better and 
larger part of his riches at home \ and then, 
if any thing happens, lie can comfort him- 
felf with the thou^ts of a rcferve. 

Excepting the pain of your abfence, 
(which I hope I fliall always feel when 
-from you) I have litde to difquiet me. My 
condition when abroad, and even in Guinea, 
jnight be envied by multitudes who ftay 
at home* I am as abfolute in my fmall 
dominions (life and death excepted) as any 
potentate in Europe. If I lay to one. 
Come, he comes \ if to another. Go, he^ 
ilies. If I order one perfon to do fomcr 
thing, perhaps three or four will be am^ 
bitious of a fhare in the fervice. Not a. 
man in the (bip myfl: eat his dinner till I 
pkafe to give him leave; nay, nobody dares, 
to fay it is 12 or 8 o'clock, iji my hearing, 

tilt 
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till I think proper to fay fo firft. There 
is a mighty buftle of attendance when I 
leave the ihip, and a ftrifb watch kept 
while I am abfent, left I fliould return un- 
awares, and not be received in due form. 
Aod fliould*! ftay out till midnight, (which, 
for that reafon, I never do without nc- 
ceffity) nobody muft prefome to fliut their 
eyes, till they have bad the honour of fee- 
ing me again- I would have you judgp 
from my manner of relating thefe ceremo- 
nials, that I do not value them highly for 
their own lake \ but they are old cftabiifli- 
ed cuftoms, and neceffary to be kept up i 
for, without a ftrift difcipline, the commoa 
failors would be unmanageable. But, in 
the midft of all my parade, I dp not forget 
(I hope I never fliall) what my fituatioa 
was on board t|ie Harwich, and at the 
Plantan^s.. 



While 
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%lthSeftemher, , 

While r am writings the fliip keeps 
running towards you. The wind has been 
moftly fair for more than a week. Some- 
times I almoft fimcy myfelf in a dream, and 
diink,- Can it indeed Be poflible, that I am 
within a few weeks of fo much happincfs as 
a return to you includes ? Perhaps I may 
find you ill — ^perhaps I may not reach you 
at all, near as I think myfelf. Hundreds, 
have perifhed much nearer home. But 
all dark thoughts give way to my depend- 
ance upon God. I know 1 do not deferve 
fo great a bkffing as to be reiiored to you 
again. But neither did I deferve to be 
bleffed with you at firft. I hope,, arrive- 
when I wiU, I Ihall bring home a difpo- I 
fidon to be thankfiil. I have advanced^ ^ 
about 800 miles this week. Ht)w many i 
deaths and dangers have I efcaped in that, 
fpacc ! Why then Ihould I fear thefe that 

are 



are (till before me, if I aiQ always utkler 
die fame protedtion ? 



Jh Seat ^€tb Srpumbir^ 

The weather is at prelcnt very cold> 
wet, and windy i but, I thank God, my^ 
heart is warm and calm. I think of paft 
times, when 1 have been bappy with you> 
and I count nothing a hardlhip, that does 
not interfere with my hope of being fb 
^ain. I would not wifti to fix the hour 
myfel^ becaufe I cannot choofc for the 
beft. I fuppofc myfclf about 350 mileSw 
from Ireland; and I have at times been 
too impatient to fee it, becaufe I fhould be 
fo much nearer to you. But were we now* 
very clofe to the land, I might,, perhaps, 
wilh myfelf far out at fea again ; for the 
wind, in its prefcnt degree and diredionK 
whidi is only inconvenient here, would 
there be dangerous. How often have I 
found,, tlrnt the accomplilhment of my owa 

Ihort-fightcct 
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ihort-fighted dcfigns would have been ta 
my hurt ! And yet, alas ! I feel it difficult to 
fubmit my concerns to a fuperior manage- 
ment, though I am convinced in my judg- 
ment, that I Gould not order tRem fo well 
myfclf. The ftory of the Fairy, who 
would never aflign a reafon for what (he 
did, but always did right, though Tome of 
her proceedings appeared to contradift her 
promifes, I think well fuited to illiiftrate 
the condudl of Divine Providence, which 
will furely do us good, if we can humbly 
truft it, without nicely examining the apt- 
ncls of the means by which it works. Dr. 
Parnell's Hermit fe a ftill more foKd and fa- 
^fying illuftrauon of this fubjeft. How 
jniferable, for inftance, muft both you and 
I have been, if my defire had fucceeded, 
before I had a litde leamt how to treat 
^nd value you ? And how unlikely was 
the path that I trod for feveral years, to lead 
me to your poffeffion? And though I 
Ihould have thought myfclf happy, could 
I have avoided the neceffity of leaving yoy 

for 
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for the long-term of this voyage, yet I am 
affurcd, that when we are permitted to 
meet, we (hall both derive advantages from 
the (epa ration. 

The fhip has fo many motions, that 
writing (unlefs to yoti) would be quite 
troublefome. So I lliall leave off, though 
I cannot fay the tea-kettle boils, nor am I 
fure that it will, for the fea often puts the 
fire out. But if you drink your tea ia 
peace^ I can make a good Haft without 
any. 



At Seat ^nd Offober* 

I HAVE been prevented from writing 
in the day, fo muft try my eyes by candle- 
light. Indeed, at prefent, I could not 
write with pleafure to any one but your- 
felf J for, as I expedt every hour to fee the 
land, my head is fufl of die charge of a 
flijp valuably laden, and the lives of many 
people entruftcd to my care. Not that I 

have 
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have more anxiety than is needful to make 
me ufe my beft endeavours. For the fuc- 
cefs of the whole, I can with fome comfort 
depend on the good providence of God f 
but I muft not prefume to be preferved by 
a miracle. It is fciEcient if my bed dili- 
gence is permitted to anfwer the propofed 
end 5 which of itfelf I am fure it cannot do* 
The innumerable poffibilicies of mifcar- 
riage to which a Hup is liable, are fer be- 
yond the reach of human forefight or pre- 
vention. ■ It b my mercy to be convinced 
of this, and, at the fame time, to be able 
to look higher for proteftion. 

When Caelar was once at fea in a fiorm> 
and the mariners themfelves were ftarded 
at the danger,, he is reported to have faid. 
Fear nothing, you carry Caefar and his for- 
tune: Perhaps I may, with lefe prefumption 
than he>takeibme comfort in thethovight of 
jny own importance i for thou^, ftriftly 
peaking, I am a mere nothing, I hope I 
xnay rank myfelf with thofe, to whom alt 
things arc promifed to work together for 

gpodl, 
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good, and diat my beft interells arc fixed 
upon a foundation that cannot be (haken. 
When I do give way to fears or wiihes of a 
temporal kind, I think it is chiefly on your 
accounL I would be thankful for life, 
but am in fomc mcafore freed from the 
dread of death, further than for the grief it 
would occafion .to you. I ought to drive 
to get the better of this thought likewifc; 
but I have not yet attained. In the wretch- 
ed unthinking part of my life, I was full oT 
fears, which I do not now wonder at. The 
wonder is, how any one who lives as I 
then did, can be otherwife. Surely the 
fudden and various paflages from this 
world to the next, muft fliock thofe who 
have nothing to hope for, but every thing 
to fear, by^ the change. The wicked flee 
when no maix purfuethj the fhadow of 
danger difcompofcs them ; and whatever 
boafts they may make of their courage, it 
moft commonly fails them when moft 
needed, unlefs they have hardened them- 
fclves beyond the power of refleftion. But 
7 the 
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the righteous arc bold as a lion. No dif- 
ficulty can overpower their relblution, 
when they are in the path of duty. 

Were fome gay ladies of your acquaint- 
ance to read what I write, they would call 
much of it, ftufl^ and preaching j and admire 
that you have patience to read it. Per- 
haps a time will come, when fuch will wifh 
they had thought as you do. However, 
1 do not write in this ferious ftrain for your 
perufal only, but for my own ; to quicken 
py remembrance of the paft, when 1 ihall 
DC reftored to you, and be in a ftatc of 
more apparent fafety. In hopes that thefe 
paflages may contribute to the forming of 
my behaviour then^ anfwerably to my de- 
liberate and cool judgment of things now. 
That I may not be like the failor who once, 
in great diftrefs, made a vow to the Virgin 
Mary, that if (he would deliver him, he 
would prefent her with a wax candle as 
big as .the (hip's main-maft j and, on be- 
ing alk^ how he^^ould raife money to pay 
for fo large a candle, he faid. Let us firfl: 

get 
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get on Ihore, and then the faints will not 
tfxadt too ftriftly, upon a failor's promife. 



At Sia^ OBebir %• 

What a taftclcfs unpleafant voyage 
would this have been, if you had not fc- 
curcd my happinefs before I came out, 
and given me fomething to remember, and 
fomething to hope for, that has fupported 
me at all times; and yet you denied mc 
at firft, with fo grave a face, and had fucfl^ 
abfolute command over me, that I had 
almoft taken you at your word. I may be 
obliged to Mrs. H.'s advice, that I did not 
fairly give up my fuit; though, upon fe- 
cond thoughts, I believe it was more ow- 
ing to my opinion of your gencrofity. . For 
I thought, that to fend me away empty 
agam, would argue a fclfilh caution, of 
which I could not fuppofe you c|apable, 
without wronging you. ^ So I vedlured to 
couch again upon a fubje£t, on which you 

had 
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Jiad pofirivcly enjoined me filcnce. And 
I remember ybu forbad me again, but I 
thought you did not fpeak in fo peremp- 
tory a manner as before. In a little time 
you heard me without interrupting me, and 
from thence proceeded to argue and ob- 
jeft, in a cool, converfible ftrain, .When 
it came to this, I promifed myfclf fuccefk 
I remembered that line. 

The woman that deliberates b gmni, 

I then began to prefs my point more 
clofely, till y^ou aftually yielded, and gave 
me your hand in confent \ which though 
I had been io long entreating for, I could 
not receive without trembling and furprife. 
I could hardly think myfelf awake. I 
never till then was lcnfi)le of the force of 
my love ; and 1 flept that night with a con* 
tent and fweemefs, which I had not known 
before. I often rccoUeft d>efe circum- 
ftances, and the much add I made about 
you before marriage, to make me carefiil • 
that my behavicnir now, may be fuiabk to 

my 
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my fcwmer profeffions. But, I thank God, 
it docs «ot require much care or pains 5 for 
to do all in my power to pleafe and oblige 
you, feems as natural to me, as it is to 
breathe* 



Li*veypooli 8 Offohgr. 

The news of my arrival will make 
this letter, however faulty, welcome to you. 
I could not write, at prefcnt, to any one 
but yourfclf. I am overfatigued, having 
been inceflandy waking for four days and 
four nights, which once brought on a tem- 
porary delirium, though not fo violent as 
to prevent my knowing what I iaid or did. 
But almoft every thing I thought of (your- 
fclf excepted) feemed to be prefent before 
my eyes. But fince I came here, I have 
had a good nap, which has much rcfreflbed 
me, and I hope to be quite recovered to- 
morrow. In other rclpedts I am in per- 
fcft health* 

Vol. I. G I hope 
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' I hope to fet out for London as foon t% 
the (hip is difcharged^ but cannot be yet 
iure. Should another voyage be propofed 
immediately, I muft beg you to fubmit to 
the inconvenience of a long journey in the 
winter ! for now there is no ocean between 
us, we muft not be feparated, no not for a 
fmgle hour, without neceflity. But I ra- 
ther hope, and expeft, that the 'lot of tra- 
'i^llmg will fall to me. 

I hope you will pather be pleafed with 
the knowledge of my being now, fo near 
you, than be grieved that we muft wait a 
jittle longer, before we meet. For my 
own part, I have fo ftrong an imprcffion 
of the dangers I have mercifully efcaped, 
in the courfe of the laft week, that I dare 
not complain of a litde delay j and when 
the poft ftiall bring xne an affurance of your 
health and peace, I Ihall cheerfully wait 
ihe ordinary courfe of things. 



In 
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In about fourteen days from this 
date, I hope to be preparmg for London. 
Mr. M. fays, that about March I may 
cxpeft to be lummoned again; and then 
he hopes to feejou with me j and that he 
will be glad to make his houfe an agree- 
able home to you, and charge himfelf with 
the care of returning you to London, if 
you do not choofe to refide in Liverpoolj 
while I am abroad. Mrs. M. Kkewife 
wiflics to fee you. She thinks flie pays 
my judgment a compliment, in forming a 
6vofurabk idea of you before-hand. I 
fmile, and fay nothing. She will perceive, ^ 
-when the time comes, that any opinion of 
jrtf//, derived only from the knowledge of 
what I am, muft greatly wrong you. 
, Many welcome me home 5 but alas, 
^Liverpool, without you, is almoft as poor 
a home to me, as the wildeft part of Africa. 
I only fay almoft^ becaufe I am much in 
Qz Mr. 
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Mr. M.'s family, and when there, find fomc 
alleviation of your abfence. All the reft 
is wearifomc and tedious. I enjoy myfelf 
beft when retired in my room, and efpc- 
daily when I am writing to you. 



If I could write a quire, I fliould 
be unable to cxprefs my pleafure on the 
receipt of your dear punftual favour of the 
9th. It is like your kindnefs, to offer to 
meet me upon the road, but I beg you to 
^are yourfclf the trouble. I do not even 
defire you to come to London, as I have 
no bufinefs to detain me there, and I fhould 
be under fome reftraint at the houfe of an 
acquaintance. The plealure of having our 
firll interview quite at home, amongft our- 
felves, feems worth waidngfor a few hours. 
1 am glad you made yourfclf quite «ly, 
upon the news of my departure from An- 
tigua. But now I am fafely arrived, I may 

venture 
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venture to tell you, that my paffage home- 
wards at this time of the year (the hurri- 
cane ieafon) was the moft apparently dan- 
gerous part of the voyage: I thought it fo 
before I failed ; and yet I ventured to fore- 
tell a happy arrival ; becaufe I trufted to 
that Providence which has never failed me. 
In efFedl all proved favourable, and ex- 
cepting two or three hard gales, I might, 
for the moft part of the way, have come 
fafely in a Gravefcnd boat. 



Liverpool, x8 OSober* 

I HAVE been fearching (in vain) for 
epithets and phrafes, but I muft flop. 
They fay, the Greek is a more cxpreflivc 
language than our owns if fo, I wifli we 
both underftood it, for it is impoflible for 
mere Englilh, to do juftice to a twenricth 
part, of what I have in my mind. Yet I 
ought not to quarrel with words, left my 
a^Stions, however well meant, (hould fall 
G 3 equally 
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equally Ihort of what I owe you. But I 
know you will kindly value them accord- 
ing to my intention, whi<;h I am fure i* 
ftrong and fincerej to make you every re- 
turn in my power, I hope foon to name 
the day of my leavinjg Liverpool, and ihall 
mind your caution about my health. 



SECOND 
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AtSea» 10 June. 

i BEGIN to write, the moment we arc un- 
der fail, and fliall fnatch every interval, 
whik my friends ftay with mc. 

The firft thing I fliall fay is, that I am 
really c&fy* Thoagh I have 00 relifii for 
niirthj^ my miad is at peace. • Tlie know- 
ledge of your love, the recolleftion of the 
hiappy.timel have pal£d with you^ and" 
the powexfol confiderations of a more fe- 
rious kind, which I have often repeated ta 
you, have all the efFe6t upon me that you 
could wilh. And I affure you the refolu- 
tion you have fhewn has no fmall influence, 
both as an example, and in giving me hope 
that you will ftrive to be compofed, and 
to depend, with me, upon the good Provi- 
dence which has already done fo much for 
G4 us. 
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us. I do not complain of being fomething 
moved at parting \ becaufe I fhould be a 
wretch indeed, were I infenfible of the va- 
lue of what I leave behind. I can from 
experience pronounce^ that the pains of 
'an afFeftion properly direfted, are in no 
degree proportionable to its pleafures. I 
already look forward to a time, when — - 
but I have no words to exprefs myfelf, fo 
muft refer you to our laft meeting a"^ 
November. Such another interview, will 
be a full amends for the difagrecablcs, of a 
long voyage. May the good, and gracious 
God blefs, and prefer ve you. Remember 
my laft advice. Be patient and thankful, 
and expeft me, at the beft time> to return 
and be happy with you again. 



At Sen^ 1 1 July, 

Though my letter by the pilot boat 
went twelve days ago, I have not written 
to you fincc. We were excrcifcd for fomc 

time 
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time (while near the land) with very thick 
weather, and wefterly winds ; and I would 
not begin my new fea-corrcfpcndence till 
I could tell you (as I thank God I now 
can) that we are fafcly in good fea-room* 
I am almoft afhamed to fay, how cafily I 
bear your abftnce. Surely it is not that I 
love yo» lefe than formerly j yet I fecm to 
myifelf^ to make a better fliift without you^ 
than I ought. Though, I think of you. 
continually, and pray for you almoft hour- 
ly, much o&eiicr than ever, my love, and 
care for you, are much freed from ijaquie* 
tcfde, and anxiety. I have myferious hours ;r 
for it is only from ferious thoughts, at fome 
times, that I can derive confiderations, fuf- 
ficient to make me cheerful, at any time, 

I am now fctded in a regular courfej foF 
fo far as drcumftanccs will permit,. I do 
every thing by rule, and at a^ fixed, houri^ 
My time is divided into feafons for de- 
lation, ftudy, exercife, and reft j and,thua 
diverfified, no part of it is tedious. 

1 have been following you, inmy^mindi 
G i to 
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to London this week, where I hope you 
arrived in fafety laft night ; but left I fhould 
be miftaken in the time, I purpofc to travel 
it over again, next week. I have almoft 
difmiffed my fears upon your account, for 
I have fo often recommended and refigned 
you to the proteftion of God, that I fel-» 
dom doubt of his fpecial care over you* 
But I have bound myfelf in a ftrifb pro« 
mife, and engaged to ufe my whole intereft 
with you, to join me in it, that when He 
(hall be pleafed to bring us together again 
in peace, we will both endeavour to fhew 
gratitude by our conduft, as well as to ex^ 
prels it in words. In the mean while, it 
is one of my daily and nightly petitions, 
that he may teach us to extradt a real good, 
out of thefe our painful feparations, by im- 
proving the occafion to the increafing, and 
fixing, our beft afFeftions on himfelf From 
his favour and goodnefs all our bleflings, 
even our mutual love, proceeds. He is 
able and willing to prolper all our wifhes 
and defires, fo far as they arc rightly 

grounded I 
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grounded i and from his notice, neither 

time, nor diftance, can feparate us. He is 

. an ever-prefent and an all-fufiicient helper. 



At SeUi 24 Ju!y, 

I KNOW you have thought of me 
t<5r day, becaufe it is my birth-day. I have 
likewife obferved it; but not fo properly 
celebrated, as folemnized it. I would wil- 
lingly grow wifer and better, as I grow 
'older, every year. I have now Jived 
twenty-f^ven years, but how few things 
have I done really worthy of life j unlefs I 
am allowed to confider thie inftances, in 
which I have endeavoured to Ihew my af^ 
fedlion and gratitude to you, of that number. 
I have fome hope that my remaining tim^ 
will be better improved ; and my prayer 
and wilh for you is, that we may be both 
of one mind, and prove helps to each other ■ 
inour moft important bufmefsj and this 
will be the moft cfFedual means of fecyr- 
,G 6 ing 
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ing peace and fatisfaftion, in our inferior 
concernments. I continue to conceive moft 
of my prayers in die plural number, ft» 
when we were together i for every defir- 
able good that I can afkfor myfclfj I am 
equally felicitous that you fhould be a 
iharer in« 



• At Sea, *r Jufy* 

I HAD nearly miffed my poft t«>* 
night, by attending to our old lea form in 
eroding the tropic. This is the boundary 
of what the ancients called, the torrid zone. 
We croffed, the fuppofcd line of this boun- 
dary, to-day. On thefe occafions, all the 
people on board a (hip who have not paf- 
fed it before, are fubjeft to a fine, which, 
if they refofe to pay, or cannot procure, 
they muft be ducked -, that is> hotfted up by 
a rope to the yard arm, and from thence 
dr(^ped fouce into the water. This- is 
ibch fine fport to the fi^amen^ that they 

would 
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would rather lofe fomc of the forfeiture, 
(which is uTually paid in brandy) than that 
every body (hould efcape the ducking. 
And in many veflcls, they fingle outfome 
pooi: helplcfs boy or landfman, to be half- 
drowned for the diverfion of his Ihip* 
mates. But as I do not choofe to permit 
any arbitrary, or oppreffivc laws to be va» 
lid, in my peaceful kingdom, I always pay 
for thofe, who cannot pay for themfelves. 
If this poor relation does not entertain you, 
the thought that I wrote it, and the perfua- 
fion that my inclination to fend you fome- 
thing better is not wanting, will, I doubt 
not, make you fome amends. 

Indeed I am at a lofs for a fubjeO* 
Suppofe, for want of fomethii^ better, I 
fhould obferve, that it is a month lince wc 
parted. No, that will not do— the word 
parted has fpoiled all. Oh, thatjnorning ! 
It was a parting indeed ! But do not think 
I am un^fy at the recoUedion, I only 
gave way to one tender flgh, and now it h 
gone. Well, fuppofe we turn the glafi^ 
' . and 
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and look forward, to our next hoped-fof 
happy meeting? Aye, that is the very 
riling : at the mentionof it, I almoft forget 
that we parted at all. Such a meeting as 
our laft ! Well, I am content, and ac- 
knowledge that one of thofe hours will . 
make amends for all. Till that time fhall 
come, all that we have to do is, chcerfoUy 
to fill up the part Providence has appoint* 
cd us, without too anxious folkitude ; to 
pray for each other's welfare, and to en- 
deavour to live under the impreffion of the 
bleflings we have already received^ or have 
yet to hope for, from our .all-gracious be- 
ncfador J and all the reft will in due time 
come round, and you will find my de- 
pcndance upon. his goodncfs, to be well : 
founded. \ 



At Seat 7 Augufi, 
I HAVE no confident now, as I' had 
fh my poor doftor laft voyage, to whom I 
can^afe my mind a little, by talking of you. 

For ; 
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For my chief inate> though in all other 
refpeds much to my fatisfaftionj has pot 
that turn of temper, which is requifite.to 
relifli the delicacy of the love I bear you ; 
And to thofe who have not fomethbg of a 
fellow-feeling, my tendemefs would appear 
jonly a kind of innocent folly. In this, you 
iiave greatly the advantage of mc : you 
have friends about you, who will often 
fpeak of me, becaufe they know it will . 
pleafe you. I would rather have your 
name fo founded in n^ ears, than to have 
Corelli hknfelf entertain me with his own : 
tiiuiic. For want of this, I am fdrced to 
have recourie to my old cuftom of repeat- 
ing it foftly to myfelf, praying at the fame 
time, that the happine& I have m you, may 
Jbe repsud you a thou&nd fold* 

So that when I mdulge myfelf with a 
particular thought of you, it ufually carries 
foe on &rther, and brings me upon my 
Knees to blefi ;be Lord, for ^viog me fuch 
a treailire, and to pray for your peace and 
yifUkc^. I c»»K)t exptefi the pkafure an4 

iads^ftion 
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iads&ftion I find in thefe exercifes. When 
thus engaged, my fears ibbfide, my impa^ 
tience of your abfence changes inta a re- 
iignacion full of hope, and every anxious 
unealy thought is lulled to reft. This is 
my prefent temper, nor would I wafte a 
wiih for any thing the world can affbrd> 
beyond the prob^ilities which lie before 
me. 



I ifiso not apologize to you for 
writing fo much in a ferious ftrain ; but 
were an cxcufe needful, I mufl: plead j^(7irf*« 
Jelf^ For when I take tip my pen, and 
begin to confider what I fliall &y, I am led 
to think of the goodnels of God> who has 
made you mine, and given me a heart to 
value you. Thus my love to yoir, and my 
gratitude to htm, cannot be ieparated. And 
as you arc fo good to prize my afFeftion, 
by finding it dius accompanied^you may. 
J be 
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be afllired of its being unalcerable. All 
other love, that is not thus connefted with 
a dependancc upon God, muft be precari- 
ous. To this want, I attribute many un- 
happy marriages. I believe many perfons 
fall from their hopes of fatisfa£tion in that 
itate, by degrees infenfiblc to thcmfelves ; 
and a fecret change, or alienation of mind 
from each other, takes place before they 
are well aware of it 5 till, in time, they pro- 
ceed to fuch lengths, as they would once 
have judged impofTible* 

I am not at a lofs to account for this. 
God has fubjefted the prefent ftate of the 
world to uncertainty and vanity i not be* 
cauie he is a hard mailer, but becaufe he 
fees, if we go on fmoothly long, we arc 
prone, to forget that our great concern in 
this life, Ihould be to prepare for another. 
Now they who, by his grace, are led to con- 
fider the great truths of religion, and are 
taught before the days of trial come, to 
fubmit themfclves, their defigns and en- 
joyments to his wifdom and guidance, 

may. 
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may, in agreatmeafurc> efcapc the bittcri 
ncfs of evil, or at leaft the moft bitter of 
thofe evils, to which mortality is fubjedt : 
becaufc the merciful defign of afBidbions is>- 
to them, fo far anfwered. But they who 
judge fo ill as to place a dependancc upon 
each other, which interferes with what they 
owe to their common preferver, oblige 
him, if I may fo fpeak, to quafli their pur- 
pofe, either by ficknefs, fufferings, deaths . 
or what to mc (ecms worfc than all, ar 
change of afitdion, to make tliem fircl 
their ofience in their pimifliment* 1 dure 
not fay, that you and I have not been guilty 
of this error. But fince it has pleafed God^^. 
as yet, to forbearaffliding us for it, I hope, 
for the future, we fhall be more upon our* 
gqardi and not ^rther di^leafe him. 



We 
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We arrived here the; i7tb, after 
afinc> and-notveryJongpa/Tage^ We had 
no violent weather, nor painful event, but 
a vifible hand of conducing i?rovidencc 
attended us all the way, I have begun 
trade, and things appear in a promifing 
Jrain^ 

I often aflc myfclfi if I know any perfon 
upoa earth with whom I could be cc^tent^ 
fn di poIntS)^ to chtingci smd I can con<» 
fidendy anfwcr. No : for th« knowledge 
and enjoyment of your Jove, enable me to 
look with pity upon kings, and 1 wouki 
»ot pirt with what I now. feel, upon your. 
account, for the treafures of ; both tht 
Indies*. 



The Hunter, which will fail in a 

few days, has a large pacquet for you \ and 

Lhaitc further fent you a few lines by Mr.. 

4 O^ 
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D. a young gentleman from Scotland^ who 
is on board her. He has promifed to de- 
liver my letter in perfon, though he has 
no bufinefe at C — ^ but to oblige me, by 
feeing you ; that he may anfwcr any little 
queftions you may aflc, or inform you of 
fome incidents which I may have omitted. 
It is not cafy t© fey, whatplcafure I could 
take in convcrfing with any perfon, who 
had lately been with you \ and I judge of 
you, by myfelf. In other refpcfts, he is an 
agreeable man, and I have been much 
pleafed with him. I am informed he has 
a tolerable eftate in Scotland \ but having 
an eager delire of feeing new things, after 
havbg made the tour of France, he 
thought there might be fomething worthy 
of his notice, even in Guinea. But I be- 
lieve his expectations have been much 
baulked. 

It is now the noon of night, a3 Shakef- 
peare fomewhere escpreffes it. I left Si- 
erra Leon this morning. I am very fleepy, 
but muft not go to bed ycti being often 

obliged 
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obliged to watch, when the (hip is under 
fail. This I fubmit to cheerfully, becaufe 
you have, before-hand, overpaid me for my 
trouble, I have been praying for your 
calm repofe, and am pleafcd with the hope, 
that only one of us is kept waking. I 
pity thofe, who have only dull intereft to 
animate them in their bufinefsj and am 
furprifed to fee how powerful an induce- 
ment this is, to them who have not a better. 
But I believe love would fuJ)port me 
through more, and with more alacrity^ 
than their plodding motive. When I am 
wearied, or perplexed, with any affair, I 
have only to refleft that I am employed 
upon your account, and that I n^ay look for 
my regard from you, when I have done 
my work, or rather, that you rewarded me 
^ before I undertook itj and all difficulties 
prefently difappcar. 



SiNCJE 
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SbebdTj 31 O Sober. 

SiNCB my laft, I have been a week 
^n fliorc, and three or four days indifpof- 
-cd i but am now, I thank God, quite re- 
covered. Your letter of the 12th July 
came very feafonably, to comfort me in 
my iUnefs. When you aflure me that you 
arc cafy, I feem to have nothing to make 
me otherwife. 

I have been litdng very gravely with my 

pen in my hand for fome minutes, waiting 

for a thought to begin with j but with fo 

little focccfs, that, were it not to you, I 

ihould lay the paper afide, till I >yas in a 

abetter cue. But to you fomething muft 

be faid. I have rung fo many changes 

upon love and gratitude, upon the pains of 

ieparation, and the overbalancing pleafures 

of meeting, that diough I cannot be weary 

of the fubjefts, I begin to be \^eary of my 

way of treatbg them. But then, where 

ihall I find other fubjedb worthy either of 

your attention or my own ^ 

W«rc 
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Were I to mutter up my learning, and 
tell you what Plato or Cicero fsdd, and 
upon what occafion they faid it, I (hould 
think the paper might have been filled 
more acceptably to ^w,*by a Ipeech of my 
own. Were I to fend you a fample of 
philolbphy, you might juftly fay. This is 
but a cold bufinefs. Shall I then try to 
be witty ? Alas ! one tender thought, one 
ligh that terminates in your dear name, 
would Ipoil my conceit. I can think but 
of one fubjedt more, and that perhaps I 
Jiave, already, overdone likewife, unlefs I 
could do it better. But perform well or 
ill, you have litde to expeft from me but 
cither love letters, or fermons. In all other 
topics, I feel a vanity and unimportance 
which difgufts me, when I am writing to 
you. But I cannot be foon weary of re- 
minding you and myfclf, of our obligations 
to the author of all good, for our diftin- 
guifhed lot. May a grateful fcnfc of his 
mercies be mutual ! May it engage us in 
fuch a courfe, that death itfelf may not fc-» 

parate* 
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parate us long, but that we may have a 
well grounded hope of meeting in a ftate, 
when the rccolleftion of our higheft en- 
dearments while here, which are furely the 
higheft pleafure this world can afford, 
fhall, by our ownxonfeffion, be but a fmall 
thing, compared with the abounding joys 
to which we fhall then be admitted. And 
when we may have reafon, through eternal 
ages, to blefs the divine providential hand, 
that firft brought us together. 



10 November. 

I HAVE been walking the deck very 
pleafantly. It is my watch, for the fliip is 
under fail Thefe filent night hours, when 
the weather is fair, are, to me, the moft 
agreeable part of the voyage : for in the 
daytime, the heat of the fuo, the fmoke of 
the furnace, and the hurry of trade, are a 
little troublefome ; I mean they would be 
fo, did not the thoughts of yuu interpofe to 

enliven 



-.■ -^ 
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«eHUven tke fccBe. But when the fiin is 
fct, the fires out, and all, but the Watch, arc 
afleep, I^an enjoy myfelf without difturb- 
ance. I have a fet of favourite themes 
to mufe upon, which arc always at hand, 
and cannot be eafily exhaufted. Some^ 
times,! rufninate ypon what .is paft, at 
others, anticipate what I hope is to come. 
And fometimes, I look round <inc, and re^ 
fleft how God has been pleaied to diftin- 
guiih mc, in his providence, not only from 
the crowds, whole mifecies and iufferings 
are obvious, but even from the moft of 
thofe who fuppofe tfaemielves, and would 
perfuade others, that they are happy* But 
>fo fcanty are the general notions of eardily 
ihappinefs, conipared with mine, that I 
doubt not, there are diourandsinpofreflion 
of great outward advantages, who yet, in 
their brighteft intervals, never felt half of 
the iatis&dion, which at this moment 
warms my heart ; though now it is a time 
of trial and exercife wish me, being re* 
moved, a third of the globe, from the only 
Vol. I, H treafurc 
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treaiiire I hav^ or wifh ibr^ upon the itr« 
ficeofic. 

It is now a twelremonth fincc wc met^ 
jfter the long abfence of my kft voyage. 
The recdtedtion of that hour^ gives me a 
pkafure, which neidier time, nor diftance 
tan impair. And when I reflaft, that I may 
hope, by the bleiTmg of God, to be feVour- 
ed with iuch anodier, I can fnuk at all the 
iitde incidental difficulties, that may ftand 
between us. , Not that I have reaibn to 
think fo highly of thai one particular day ; 
it has only the merit of being zn intro^ 
dufiion to the many v4)ich fofiowed. For 
when i am with you* I know little diffi^r- 
cnce of days, except between the firft, and 
Ihe laft. Thefe are very different indeed ! 



Cafe Mounts «o lfo*vsmhir* 

It has been out of my power to 
write of late. A part of the time, I was 
on (hore, ^nd the reft^ indilpcnfably en- 
gaged* 



Secmd Voyage to AJrka^ 1 7 5 a, 147 

gaged. But my prayers, and warmeft af-- 

le<5tioii fi>r you, have found a pkce in 

every wakbg hour, I have made oq great 

prqgre& in trade as y^^ ^^^ as i am ift 

'good health, and merdfially preferved from 

heavy troubles^ I am content and thankful ( 

and doubt not of doing well at iaft, by the 

bkfling of him, who has been with me 

hitherto. Were I mafter of the whole 

coaft of Africa, \ would part with it, to 

procure you the fame ground, and degree 

of peace, which I poffefs^ myfelf 1 and I am 

wUing to hope, that you are, by this time, 

oot fiu-, if iit all behind me : forifyoufeek 

it in the path I recommended to you, I 

am 4is fure you will find it, as I am that it 

i$ to be found no where elfe. Were I to 

confine my thoughts to the dark fide of 

human life, and reckon up, not only the 

evils attendant on my prefent fituadon, but 

the numberlefs calaaudes to which the 

fmootheft ftatr, on this fide the grave, is 

expofed, I ihould he always in fear, bodi for 

you ^nd for ciyfelf. But when I confider 

H 2 that 
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that the Mott High is on our fide, that 
he is all-fufficient-^that we have already 
had innumerable proofs of his goodnefs to 
us— and that his promifc runs. To him 
that hath fhall be given — then every dif- 
agreeable prolpedt vanifhes. 



Mana, i Ihcgmhif* 

This day has been devoted to fe- 
rious thoughts. I have* had Mr. T— on 
board with me a month ; which,'in one re- 
fpcft, was nofmall inconvenience, by break- 
ing in upon my ufual times of retirement. 
As I expefted this would be a day of 
Icifure, I rcfolved laft night, to dedicate it 
to Hini, to whom I owe my all. I find, 
by repeated experience, that it is impoflible 
to ferve him for nought. I who was, yef- 
terday, fluftuating and unfettlcd, am now, 
compofcd and happy. It is a pleafurc to 
me, that, in confidence with my plan,. I- 
can let you have your hour too 5 and write 

a letter 



Second Voyage to Africa^ 1 7 5 !• 1 49' 

a letter which you will accept, in a re- 
ligious drain. 

I fpent the forenoon chiefly in a review 
of the various mercies I have received, 
the long lift of my deliverances, enjoy- 
ments, and comforts. — The afternoon was 
emplo)ed in making known my requcfts, 
and fubmitting my views, defigns, and 
hopes, tO' the difppfal of my heavenly Fa- 
ther, whofe wif4om. and goodnefs arc, I 
•truft, ei^aged for me. In thcfe e?:crcife«. 
Oh ! how I remember you ! My firft ac- 
knowledgments are, for your love, and that 
you, arc pine, wheal attfirrtpt to enumerate 
; the blcffings pertaining to this life j ,and nky 
firft dcfire is, for a heart to value theia. 
My prayers for you are, for your healtk, 
peace, and latisfadion, while we arc.fepa- 
,.rated, and for our happy mectingMi)\it 
.above aU) foi: your progtiefsjuiSeligiop, «tl 
that youmay have a prp/pefl pf hp^ioeft, 
independent of ^11 eardily comfortsf and 
fuperior to them. So difinterefted is.my 
love, that I oftea e?Jiieftly pray you may, 
H J by 
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by grace, be prevented from making too 
much account of any thing on this fide the 
grave, not excepting myfclf. For though 
1 value your affedHon beyond crowns and 
empires^ I tremble at the thought of bciog 
ovfer-regardcd,. or that you fhould wholly 
Ted your peace, upon fuch a wretched, 
feeble prop, as I am. A love with all our 
heart, and mind, and foul, and ftrength, 
(fuch, I fear, cuft has too much been to 
each other) can be only due to otir maker 
and great bcnefeftor. I mention rfiis, bc- 
caufc I have found it hard to diftinguifti Li 
this matter. A loiig time it was, before I 
duiil appeal to my confcience, that I did 
Aot behold you with a regard, which be^ 
longs only to God. And even to this d^y, 
I fear my heart deceives me. But I am 
endeavouring to avoid this error, no lefi 
for your fake th^ for my ownj^ left I 
ihould provoke him to wbund me in the 
moft fenfible part, and to afflift you, far 
my puniihment. 
I hope you ivill not miiunderftand me, 

as 
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as if I thought I loved you, or could lov^ 
you, too much (that one neceiiary excep- 
tion only excepted}. You may be affurcd 
diat my love (e^cially when thus limited) 
is incapable of change, and always upon 
the increafc. Whatever may be exped- 
€d on my fide, from a temper naturally 
fufceptive of -tenderneis^ and from the 
snany inexprelfible endearments and obli* 
gations I have received from you, none of 
which are )oft or forgotten by me* I feet 
at this moment, and truft I 0)aU alway&^ 
ieeU wbik X can fubfcribe myf^rl^ 

Yoursy &c* 



I Kow fit down to wi& you a iaf^ 
ff Chriftmas ; a merry one^ k a ffequcflf 
phrafe, but tlmt fails iar ihort of my^^kltra 
Fbr I have oft^^n found mirth and hippt^ 
nefs,. to be two ^ry diflferent things ; and 
xhat either of tiiem, when prevalent in ^ 
114, great 
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great degree, is kiconfiftent with the other. 
My heart is warm with the recoUeftion of 
many endeared hours pa0ed with you> 
when my happinels has been^ for the time, 
complete, and yet I have not then felt the 
leaft inclination tO'be merry; and I have 
often been forced into a laughy when I have 
not been pleafcd. 

This has been a Icrious day with me, 
and, after what I have written already, I 
ceed not attempt to fay> how much yon 
4iave b^n coneemed in it. It grieves mc 
to think, that this is ufually a feafon of fcf^ 
tivity ^nd -diffipation. Surely they, who 
think proper to notice it at all, ihould 
Ihew their attention in a different manner. 
If we arc really chriftians, -and do indeed 
beH^* -the t^nor of tSic fcriptures, with 
'fijhsk ferrous thankfulnefe, and joyful com-- 
pofure, ought we to commemorate tte 
ccMtiing of a Saviour into the world ? tf 
the little good offices, we perform to each 
<]rther, denund a grateful return, what do 
-ivc owe to him, who of his own free mo- 

tioa 



^ 
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. don and gopdnels humbled )sisifelf fo &r, 
and fuffcrcd fo much, to rcdipem «$ from 
extreme, and cndlcfe mifcryj. Oh I my 

:deareft M. it is a m<^ certain truth, that 

Jf hcliad not pined us, we muft have, been 
for ever wretched. And if we continue 
to neglefb him now, our mifery will be ag- 
gravated, by the rcfiifal of the fure, and only 
mean of relief. And however a round 
and feries of what die world miicds plea- 
furc, may ftifle uneafy thoughts for a time, 
they will at length awake^ to the confiafion 
of all who defpife this mercy, and die im- 
penitent. My fubje£i: has almoft made 
me forget I am writing to you. For, blelF- 
ed be God, I hope we are not like them. 
I truft we both defire to be wife in time, 
and to apply,^o the giver of all grace, for 
that (iifficiency, whichof ourfelves we can- 
noc^attain. And if we aflc, we undoubtedly 

-fliall fucceed. X^is»hopc fills, njy mouth 
with praife, fince I now fee a plain and fc- 

. cure path, to eternal happinefs, not for nny- 

iclf only, but fcr you Jikcwife, whofc wd- 

^5 fare. 
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&re> if I miftake not, is litde lefs dtsr «> 

tnf> than Aac of my own foul. I find, as 

Solomon fays, that love i^ ftronger than 

death : for my regard for you, often leads. 

my views beyond the grave, and alleviates 

tfic thoughts that we muft fooner or later 

be fcparated here, with the prolpeft of bc^ 

ing joined hereafter, tipon much preferable 

terms i where otir love wiU be refined and 

«innoblcd,and the ponfciouTnefs of our bc- 

, ing mumally and for ever happy, will fill 

m with a joy of which we have no prefent 

conception j and yet, perhaps, this joy, will 

be «mong the kdl, in that happy date. 
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Were it not for the late tdteration 

of the ftile, this would be new-year's day. 

It is with a pleafmg kind t>f regttti it- 

mcmbcf how happily I began die laft year, 

; H and 
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ittid how. happy I cmdmied &r joft fix 
^nondis tfterwards. Thoiattcr hsif of the^ 
fear has been of a di&rent colours fdr 

, tho' I have, even iiow,.much to be tbaok^ 
fill for, I am abicnt &001 you* Afcair^uing > 
life has Its pectsliar trials, and tiifficokks, 
and the Guinea trade perhi^ las more 
dian any other. But if I muft be detain^ 
ed from you for a feafon, I am as well 
Here, aielfewhere ; for to live without you, 
oonftitutes the viery tStx^Gc<sX. JGriunca lb 

'me, fo far as the wmd •eJcpwflet ra dif<^ 
agreeable fituatbn; s^ I hope atul. be- 
lieve, I ihodid find my(elf as much atta 
lofs, and fig^ as often for fomedsingbetter, 

vif i lived in the paiaoe of V^r&illes^ ^apd 
coidd caU it my owii» uolcisyoa ww ife *w a !i 
me. But when I diredt my thoughts for- 
ward, to the profpeft of being reflorcd to 
you again, the fcene changes at once, and I 
ftcm td be at Vkrfailles akeady. 
• , It^nayfae^faidjthxiaiyiiiifttraiPeprecaM 
fiocB,aiadmay be di%)jboinoQi^. iBiiit hda^, 
RfiUgioit .romos^,^ my* aid; slid teik ine, 
H6 that 
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'CQiidngimv i&in cfie&firm as a tsock ; \at^ 
ii% foppbited by huii> whofe wiidois, pov- 
er^ and gcxxlnels, are infinite ; who cannot 
but be prefent with me in all difficulues and 
dingers i who knows our weaknefles and 
x>ur wanis, ajiid has promiied to rcHeve and 
iiij^ diem. Mjr own experience has con- 
vinced me a tbodand times> that hts pro- 
OBsfe it iive. . Here is my refuge and com- 
ibit. Every.odierexpeifientwoiddiaiinae 
in fbme ^^t)eDder hours, when I think of 
home I but m Jtbe truft I have juft men- 
doned, I find repofe, when, feemingly, mc^ 
deftitute and forlorn. My prayers are fi-e- 
queiKts that you^ like me,; may ahrays derive 
. cofloferti from the fiuntconfiderations. « 



.Thovoh lobe abfent fi-om.you, is 
^tf^ chief .part of my trtsd^ it is not>sdie 
/fbjde. Iftthisiinhs4ppycMntK7»I amin 

.;'';.' the 
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the mMft df fcertesy not oidy inferiori bi|t 
oppofice, to thoie which are infeparaUe 
fix>m your company. But from being 
much among a people, who are fb &r from 
poflefling fuch mercies, as I am &voured 
with, that they are unable to ibrm a con- 
ception of them, I may learn a Idlbn of 
^thude; fince the lead pleafing part of 
my life is iuch, as (till to leave me room to 
pity millions of my fellow creatures* Tlfc 
three greateft blefiings of which human ttH- 
ture is capable, are, undoubtedly, ReKgiom, 
Liberty, and Love. In^ach of thele, how 
highly has God dfftinguifhed me! But 
here are whole nadons around me, whofe 
languages are entirely differeife fr<)m*fa«A 
other, yet I believe they all agree in this^ 
that they have no words among them, ex- 
prefBve of thefe engaging ideas: from 
whence I infer, that die ideas themfelvesj 
have no place in their minds, And as there 
is no medium between }i^ and darkne^> 
thefe poor ci'eatures are not only fthmgd^s 
to the advant^es which t ehjoy^ bdt a|^ 

plunged 
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filfiilged in all the contraiy evib. IhfteM 
'of the prefeftt bkfling^, and bright future 
proipeAs of ChriftiantC7> thc^ are deceive^ 
and haniflfed> by necromancy, hiagtCj and 
all the tram of (uperflitionst that fear, 
cembined witb ignorancci can produce in 
the hutnan mind. The only liberty of 
which they have any notion, b an exemp- 
.doD from being fold i and even from thi$>i 
YfTj few are perfectly iecure, that it fliatt' 
.BOt| Ibaie doie or other, be their lot : for it 
often happens, that the man,. who fells 
another, on board a Ihip^ is himfelf booght 
and fold^ in the (ame manner^and perhaps 
in the iame ve&l, before die week is 
tnded^. . Aa lor Iove> .there may be feme 

lifter. 

* The reader may perhaps womferi aa I now ^ 

' «i76ir»<hat, knovinf theftatecf thisTtfetrafEctohe* 

. m I have here deforibed, and abounding with enoff* 

mitiea which I have not mentioned, I ctid not» at the 

lane» Ihut with horror at my own employment, as an < 

. ageat is promoting it.- Cuftom, example, amd ia- 

• -ilKft, had Minded Q^ eyat* 2 didit ignonmtly j % 

I am fiire, had I thoi^ht of the (lave trade then, as I 

have tibott^of itlnce^ no'confiderations would have 

< induced 



Ibfter feuk zmong thnoi 'dan I have met 
wich, but for the moft part^ when I have 
tried to explain dus deli^ufid wofd,. I 

Induced me t^ eontimie in It, Tbooglmyr nSgioui 
yieiM were not very clev, ny ooi^cieAce wat very 
tender, and I durft not have cfifpieafed God, by adl< 
ing againft the light of my mind. Indeed a flave- 
Aip, while upon the conft» 19 cxpofed to fuck innii« 
nerable and contin«al dangen, that I was often theni^ 
and ftill am, aftonifhcd that any one> much more ib 
many, (houtd leave the coaft in Safety. I was then 
^Toured with an uncomnton degree of dependanfev 
upon the providence of Qod/ wbichiappovted mej 
but this confidence muft have 5iiled in a moment, and 
I iboidd have been overwhelmed with diftrefs and ter-^ 
rot. If I had known, oor even fa$ie^bd,durt I mm 
«6Uiig wrong. I. fdt the ^Kfigrpeabieneft of the bufi* 
aefs very (Irongly. The ofiice of a gaoler, and the 
teftraints under which I was forced to keep my pri. 
fimers, were not fuitaUeto my ivelings ; but I con. 
fideved it at the line of life vriiicb God, in bb provi- 
dence, had allotted me} and as a croA which I ought 
to bear with patience and thankfulnefi^ till he (hould 
%e i^leaftd to ddiyerinefromh. Till then, I^nly 
oclMiHllit aiyfelf 'bound ^ treat the jQaves under ni||r 
, care with ^pentleneis,, mi to confult their aaft and 
convenience, as ^ar as'ws^s confident with the faiety of 
tift wMe family, of whiteti>andbliuhjj oabeanl' vty 
rfiip* 

3 have 
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have Cddota bccpfin the kaft wderftddd) 
and when I hare fpoken cf its cfib£fc$> I 
have never been believed. To tell then 
of the inexprefliblej and peculia< attradion, 
between kindled nodnds; the pains of ab«- 
fence, the j^eafures of a re-meeting (if I 
may make a word>) and all the other en- 
dearments, (wereit lawful, or poffibleto 
name them,) which I owe to you, would be 
labour loft -, like defcribing the rainbow, to 
a man bom blmd. What needs all this 
ado, they have Iwl, will not one woman 
cut wood and fetch water, as well as 
another ? Their paflions are ftrong, but few^ 
indeed, have any notion of what I mean by 
tenderncls. While I am writings many 
paft circumftances occur to my memory, 
and my heart (wells at the odious compari- 
fon I have unawares made. 

I have heard En^and ftUed the paradiie 
of women, but fiirely» in diis reipeft, itts 
no lefi the paradiie of men likewifes f^r 
there, perha|)S| they beft underfUn4 the 

meaaa 
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means of thtir own happinefi, and of how 
much importance it is, to form a right 
judgment of the dignity and value of 
your fcx ; which, whoever attains, thereby 
indicates, that he poflefles fomc degree of 
dignity in himfelf. In faying this, to be 
fure, I found my own praife, but you will 
cxcufe me. 



Shehat9_$ March, - 

. It is often remarked, that advice is 
more eafily given, than followed. I have of 
late, and perhaps, fometimes too officioufly, 
taken occafion to prefcribe patience, when 
I have'fcen people uneafy under a fcnfe 
of what we call difappointments, and want 
of fuccefs. Providence feems at length to 
put me to the trial, how far the arguments 
1 have ufcd with others, will have inSuence 
upon myfclf. I have been now near fevcn 
months upon the coaft, and am yet unable 
to judge, when I Ihall probably leave it, 

and 
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and muft expcft to make a lofing vof- 
agcj at laft. (I (houid not write fo frank- 
fy, but that I hope to be in a better place* 
and upon a greater certainty, before I fend 
my letter lK)me.) But I am willing to 
f[ivc you my prefcnt thoughts,, that you 
may judge, once for all, how I am fuppcH-t- 
cd, when things do not anfwcr my wilhes. 

The intercft of my employers, and my 
long confinement from you, are two points, 
to which. I cannot be indifferent. I hop^, 
I never dull, for then I muft be ungrateful 
or inicnfible, eidicr of which, appears more 
terrible to me, than any outward evils. 
But then my concern ought to be no more 
diao is oece0ary„ to excite me to mafias the 
ihoftof what lies before me. As I cannot 
charge inyfelf with negled, or any con- 
&krable falfe flep, though I am forry to 
be the occafion of loft to my friends, the 
thought fhould not break my peace,, if I. 
am confcious of havi^ done my beft. 

As to wliat concerns myfcif ;, how 6r 
two unfucccfefol voyages may afFecSk my 

intereft^ 



Second Voyage to Africa^ ^753* 163 

intcrcft, or diminiih my cxpcftcd prQfits> 
I am tolerably cafy. I have placed my 
dcpendance higher j I confkler my friends 
^nd employers, as inftruments m the hand 
of God, for my good. He can conrinue 
them to me, or raife me up better, with 
pqual eafe. As to money, you know my 
thoughts of it. In itfclf^ and as an end, it 
IS q( no value j but, of ufe, as a mean of 
procuring the conveniencries of life j and 
therefore I am willing to embrace any ho- 
nourable terms> for procuring a compe* 
tency : but ftill, without foUcitude. I have 
enough for the prefent ; and the promifc 
of God, warrants me to hope for what he 
fees needful for me, In time to come. 

In this manner, I reafon againft my fjrft 
,gncvancc, which is neither fo prefling, nor 
fo conftandy upon my mind, as the other, 
my long feparation from you. Money 
matters affeft me but Occafionally, and I 
can refievc myfclf by employments or 
amufements; but your idea is before me 
at all dmes, and in all places. You aric: 

wnbk 
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with mc in retirement, and go with mc 
into company: neither bufinefs nor relax- 
ation, neither hurry nor indolence, can 
hide you from my thoughts. Every thing 
I fee, equally reminds mc, that you are ab- 
fcnt ; and now the feafon is drawing near 
when wc hoped to meet; and yet, to be 

ftiU deferred. However, againft this 

uneafinfefs, I have fome remedies, which 
never wholly fail me.-: — I have often re* 
pcated them to you r I think of your love, 
and that 1 am here for your fake. — I re- 
coiled the paft, I anticipate the future, 
and am fatisfied. I confider likcwife> the 
benefits I am favoured with, even now j my 
health, my prcfervation and prQte(5liori, 
while furrounded with impending dangers, 
whether on fhip-board, or on Ihore ; and 
when I join to thefe, the thought of my 
.own unwortKinefs, and fmall improvement 
of my mercies ; and my Blindnefs, and in- 
aoility to choofe (was it even permitted 
ihc) what is really befl, upon the whole, 
for myfelf^: or for you, I have not a word 

■ to 



_j 
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to fay. Inftead of complaining, I ought to 
abound in praife. My chief trouble is 
from a fear, left you ftiould not have the 
fame refignation to the will of God. Ex^ 
cufc this doubt, my deareft, I know your 
temper is tender and apprehenfive j and I 
know (and I am not ungratefi.1l) that you 
feel much for me. Though I value your 
love more than a thoufand kingdoms, I 
could. almoft wifh to poflefs it, in a degree 
more confiftent with your quiet. It is well 
the paper is full, that I can add no more. 
Of perhaps I might contradift myfelf upon 
the Ipot, for my laft aflertion. How coula 
I bear that you Ihould love me lefs than 
you do ! 



Sierra LeoHi %% March, 

iScMETiMES in travelling, when I 
have met with two or three difFel-ent roads, 
and have not been fure which was the 
right, I have deliberated a little, and then 
gravely taken the wrong. So it often 

happens 
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Iiappcns in my writing to you. When I 
beat the bufli of my , brains for a fubjefty I 
ftart fo many, that I know not which to 
follow i and at lalt perhaps choofe tliat, 
ii^hich I am the ieaft able to manage. I 
have been fitting in a wife fufpenfe, whe- 
ther I (hould try to divert, or advife, or 
thank you. I am awkward at the firft, 
the fccond, if needful (for I would not pay 
you a^falfe compliment) is difficult for me 
to perform rightly, and the third, I have 
. almofl: worn threadbare, though I have 
never expreflcd the half of my meaning* 
Then for other things, one day here, is fo 
Eke another, that there hardly arifes a new 
incident in a month; which, by the bye, 
demands my acknowledgment, for life is 
ufually chequered with many events, which 
when well managed by an impatient tem- 
per, may furnifh whole fheets, yea quires 
of complaints. And as nothing extraor* 
dinary occurs in my own hiftory, neither 
do I hear of any thing very intcreCUng 
among the nativesx-policics or fcandal 

have 
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have litde place in this country: — Under 
ihefe cirumftances I am hard put to it 
to write any thing, and this difficulty I have 
made fb often, not only an cxcufe but a 
fwbjeA, that I am tired of that likewife. 
But as when a man is thoroughly hungryi 
he will eat, what would once have ibemed 
hard&re, fo rather than forego the pleafure 
of writing to you, I make fiiift with any 
thing, that will krvt to fill up the paper. 



Beitce Jfland^ 30 Mmrth. 

I AM now at the faftory, in the river 
of Sierra Leon. We arc at length prepar- 
ing for fea, and I hope to find all in readi* 
ncis when I return from Sherbro, where [ 
purpofc going to-morrow, in die long boat, 
to finifli my bufincls in that river, and 
hope to be back in about a fortnight* 
Therefore, as it will be fome time before I 
can write to you, I would not omit to- 
night, though we are very buly. I hope 
this will be the laft cruiz^ I ihall make 

this 
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this voyage. I have had fo many, that I 
fhould be almoft weary, did I not confider 
that your intereft leads me, and that your 
love will, I hope, m due time, pay me for. 
my trouble* 



Benceljiandy xn AprH, 

By the mcrqr of God I am return- 
cd, fafe and well, from my voyage in the 
long boat, without meeting any harm, 
though not without fomc farigue y but that 
is always welcome for your fake. No one 
here can guels by my look^ or behaviour, 
how much of my heart is in another quar- 
ter of the world. In ihort, you would not 
yourfelf defire, that I ihould bear you rab- 
fence better than I do ; yea I fear, if you * 
could fee me, you would fiifpeft me of in- 
difference. But I fhould beg you to take 
my word, rather thanjudge by appearances. 
I hope to be, in a few days, on my way to 
the Weft Indies, whither my thoughts 
have often gone before me, in expcdation 

of 
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of finding letters from you, which, next to 
your company, is the greateft pleafurc I 
can think of. Let thofe be pleafed with 
letters-patent, who can be fatisfied %vith 
honours and riches : if I do not abfolutely 
delpife thefe things, I can pronounce them 
trifles, when compared with the fatisfadtions 
of mutual love, which fo far rcfemblc the 
joys of a good Gortfcience, that nothing ad- 
ventitious, can either give them, or take 
them away. They who poflefs an afflu- 
ence of all other temporal good, if devoid 
of this generous tenderncfs, are, in my 
view, objefts of pity. — I ipeak, as St. Paul 
fays, after the manner of men, for not- 
withftanding all my encomiums upon love, 
I hold it to be very dangerous, and indeed 
deftru6Uv€, unlefe regulated, and govern- 
cd by a due fenfc of religion. 
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Bence ijlandf 19 ApHL 

I HAVE been very happy this even- 
ing) in a.folicary ramble round this iflancL 
I ftudioufly avoided all company, and chofe 
% retired walk, where I could vent my 
thoughts aloud, without fear of being over- 
heard. The night was perfe6lly fine, and 
fcrcne, and I was favoured widi a frame of 
mind, that I cannot always command 
The ihip was in fight at a fmall dillance»- 
which ^ave the fiiil turn to my meditations. 
My thoughts went back to the cime^ when 
I firft law her upon the flocks, in the build- 
er's yard) and from thence led ihc to review 
ithe different icenes in which I have been 
engaged, fince I left Liverpool i which fiir- 
niihed me with fo many infjtances of a kind^ 
preferving Providence, that I was, in a re- 
markable manner, emboldened, and en- 
couraged, to recommend the refl of the 
voyage, to the fame gracious proteftion. 
May I never forget this night ! I could 

not 



r 
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not be long in the cxcrcife of prayer and 

praife, without intercfting you largely in 
J- it; and I think, L never prayed more 

^ carneftly for myfcE^ than I have to-night 
J tox you. I am now, quite eafy and com- 

f^ pofed, which is the neareft approach to 

fcappinefs, that I dcfire in this world, when 

I am not with j^i^ 



flantaneiy 1$ April, 

Accept this letter as a proofi that 
in the miift of company and bufinefs, I am 
ftiU thinking of you. 1 write, and talk, 
and trade, at the fame time. I am now to 
inform you^ Aat I am juft finiftiing ; and 
hope to fail this night, or to-morrow 
morning, for St. Chriftopher'5. I com- 
pleted eight months upon the coaft, ycf- . 
tcrdayj.in which time, I have feen a va- 
riety of fcenes, and have often been upon 
the brink of apparent danger, but am pre- 
fcrved in health, and fafety, hitherto. If I 
call my long flay, a difappointmcnf, I 
I 2 would 
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would remember, that former difappoint- 
mcnts, by the over-ruling providence and 
*goodnefs of God,have proved, in the event, 
to-^my advantage; and I truft it will be fo 
ftill. Thus I often preach to you, and you 
will -not -wonder, that having your peace of 
raind more at heart, than any thing that 
can be named, I (hould be frequently in- 
culcating, what I believe, yea what I am 
very fure, will be moft conducive to it. 
If you could form a judgment of the num- 
bcrlefsefcapes and deliverances I met with, 
laft .voyage, I think you would never fear 
for, m'e again. J have now a better fhip, 
and (hip's company^ and am better pro- 
vided than then. I kavc this, with a 
large pacquet enclofed, to go by a veflel 
which is cxpefted to fail in about three 
weeks, direftly for England i and wiUpro- 
b^bly arrive jcberft before you can hear jof 
me from the Weft Indies. 



If 
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At Seay 4 A^^j'' 

If I can contriye any thing to fay, 
Fhope now, to be more regular in my cor- 
rcfpondencej for I have left the greater 
part of the cares and troubles, .which ufed' 

. to divide my thoughts and time, behind n^e 
in Africa. I am now about three hun- 
dred miles on my way. to St. Kitt's, antl 
hope to get the trade wind foon, which 
will be fair for the rell of the paffage. 

V lately cnclofed you four Aeets, which 
bring the hifbDry of my voyage down to 
the 1 2th February^ . I have fent you 

•twelve in all, bydifferent conveyances, be- 
fides pheir covers, which were not blank 
paper. For all this, I charge your ac- 
count, as the merchants fay i or rather I 
acknowledge myfelf ftill your debtor, for 
the favourable reception I know they will 
find, and which they are no farther entitled 
to, than as proofs of an inclination to 
pleafe. If there is merit in that, I fhall 
I 3 not 
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not affeft io much modcfty, as to dlfclaiirf 
it; for it is the bufincfs, iand glory, of my 
life, to endeavour to aft up to thofe pro- 
feflions, which firft induced you to confide 
in me» Pvly mind runs fo much upon the 
wilhcd-for pleafure of letters from you, 
when I arrive at St. Kitt's, that I often 
dream I have them in my hand, and when 
awake, am often diftating for you; and by 
-f cadtng thofe 1 have already received, I 
can make fcrewd gu€flis> how kind and 
good you win appear, in thofe which are 
y€t to come. But when I have done my 
beft, I perfuadc myfelf that I fhall find, as 
I have ufually done in all relating to you» 
that my cxpefkations will not only be an- 
fwcred;i but exceeded. 



At Stay 7 May, 

I WAS fenfibly dilappointed, in miff- 
ing the letter you mention obliging me with, 
by a Ihip from London. I fhould have 

founds 
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found, in that, fomc particulars of four long 
journey. How gladly would I have pre- 
vented yow the inconvenience of that long 
and lonely journey, if performing it for you 
niyfelf on foot,, could have done it. As it 
was, I could only attend you with my 
thoughts,, and prayers. How much am I 
indebted to the divine goodnefs, for re- 
iloring you home in fefety and peace t 
The mention of fbotmg it,, reminds me oif 
my folitary walk t;o Liverpool in the year 
48. Solitary indeed it was then; but 
could I have known, that the time was> 
^ coming,, when youwovid accompany mc 
on the fame.roadj I fhould have thought 
it pleafant, in defiance of heat, duft, and 
fetigue. But my only bufinefs at Lon- 
don^ which was with you>I left unfiinifhed t 
I was fliort of money,, deftitute of friends^ 
without profpe£t of a livelihood for my- 
kif,. and ftill more, of having it in my 
power, to make propofals to you; and 
therefore, had nothing to cheer me,. 
When I recoUcdt thcfe dark feafons, I can- 
1 4 nott 



176 iMUrs io a Wife. 

notbut paufe, to wonder at the goodnefs of 
God, who was even then leading me, 
though I neither knew him, nor the way by 
which I went. How wonderfully was 
every obftacle to our union removed-; and 
how liappy has that event been (^I hope I 
may (ay) to us both. 1 might have proved 
a wretch, infenfible and ungrateful, when I 
had gained my point. Such, I fee, is the 
folly, and inconllancy of many. But my 
fatisfaftion has been ftill upon the increafc j 
and, ib for as happincfs is attainable herq 
I think I htivc known it, and with as few 
drawbacks, for the time, as any perfon 
liiaog. 



At Sea^ 18 UajT' 

We are now about half-way to Sr* 
Chriftopher's from Guinea, in point of diG- 
tance, and I hope nearer in relpe6t oi time, 
as we are in the trade wind, which blows 
moft of the year from the eaftem quarter. 

Though 



mm 



Second Voyage to Africa^ 1753. 177 

Though I count the days, and hours, I am 
from you, my time does not hang heavy 
upon my hands : a part of it is employed, 
twice or thi ice a day, in praying for you \ a 
part of it in reading, and ftudying the bible. 
The reft of my leifure is divided between 
reading, writing, and the mathematics, as 
my inclination leads. I pafs my verdift 
upon the aftions of Casfar, Pompey, and 
twenty other hot-headed heroes of an- 
tiquity; and when I refledt upon their 
mighty defigns, their fatigues and rifles, 

' and at laft their difappointments, even when 
they attained the defired obje<5t; I aflc my- 

'felf, fbmetimes with a fmile. What trifles 
are thcfe compared with love? Some- 

• times with a figh. What trifles arc theie 

• compared with eternity ? The latter quef- 
tlon brings my cenfure home to myfelf ; 

• and forces me to confefs, that the greater 
part of my own fchemes and profpefts, are 
no lefc vanities, than thofe which I pity in 
others. I am pleafed with the mathema- 
tics, bccaufc there is truth, and certainty in 

I 5 them. 
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them, which are feldom found in other 
branches of learning. Yet even in thcfe, I 
am difcouraged j for the morel advance, the 
more clearly I perceive, that the greatcft 
human knowledge, amounts but to a more 
pompous proof of our ignorance, by fhcw- 
ing us how little we know of any thing, and 
how many inquiries may be ftarted, con- 
cerning which, we can know nothing. 
Then again, what we can attain, requires 
1^ much time and p^ns, that it fcarcely 
quits coft i cfpecially, as it feems necdlefs 
to toil for knowledge, in this world, under 
fo many difadvantages, when, poflibly, be- 
fore I have been an hour within the vail, 
I Ihall know more, intuitively, than my 
name-fake, Sirlfaac^ had ever a glimpfe of. 
However, I ftill jogon in this road, pardy, 
to keep me from idlenefs, which is the 
Iburce cither of fin, or difquiet j and pardy, 
becaufe I confider every litde improve- 
ment I can make, to be valuable, fo far as 
it may enable me to appear to more ad- 
vantage, in the charafter of your hufband, 

I EXPECT 
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At Sea, ftS May* 

I EXPECT that wc are now, within^ 
tfiree or four days fail of our port. Tluis» 
fer we have croffcd the ocean again, with-^ 
out trouWc or harm. 

I hope you will derive encouragement 
and thankfulncfs by recolleftfng, from^ 
what you may have heard or feen, how 
many perfons in^my way of life, have part- 
ed from their families and afl^dtions, fince 
I: left you,, and with no lefs pleafing prof- 
pefts and probabilities; who^. before this 
time,, have been cut off from the hope of 
a return. One inftance I ihall mention,, 
becaufe I think, you know the man : Mr.^ 
■ ., who foiled, chief-mate of the Ad- 
lington. He had^a conftitution likely tO' 
.wear many years,,a good charafter and in* 
tereft, and a wife and family. He had^ 
been mafter of a fhipnn fbmo home trade>« 
but chofe to go as mate^to Guinea> one 
voyage, to introduce himfelf into this line* 
I & o£ 
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of budnefs. His views would probably 
have been anfwered> if he had lived. But 
he was, killed, in an infurreftion of thc^ 
flaves, before he had been two months 
upon the coaft. 

. If this ftory,. and many more of the 
fame kind, which the common ncwf- 
papers will furnilh, fhould increafe 
your fears for me, I fhall be forryj and 
muft fay, The fault will be in yourfclf. I 
am ftill fafe, though I was ItaUe to the 
fame danger. My flaves likewife were, 
for a time,difpofed to be very troublefome ; 
but I was always providentially favoured, 
with a timely indmation of their defigns i 
lb that they never proceeded to open dif- 
turbance 5 and for feveral months paft, they 
have been as quiet and tractable, as chil- 
dren. Having had fo many repeated 
proofs of a gracious, and always prefent, 
Proteftor, I think it would be not only 
folly, but ingratitude and fin, to diftruft 
him now. So that even with regard to 
yourfelC though you arc unfpeakafaly the 
^ t deareft 
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cJcarcft blefling, and comfort of mf life, for 
whofe fake chiefly it is, that all other ad- 
vantages appear defirable; and though I 
I have no information of your welfare, later 

\ than of nine months date, yet I cannot fey 

* that I am unealy. While I hear nothing 

^ to the contrary, I fhall truft, pray, and be- 

\ lieve, that the Lord ftill preferves you, in 

; mercy to us both, and will, in good time, 

{ bnng us happily together again. 



St. CBri/opB^r'j, %Jung. ^ 

We arrived here in fafety laft night* 
1 can fay little more, as I expeft to be 
called on for my letter, every minute i and 
I would not mifs the opportunity, if I could 
only fend a'fingle Imc. I feel enough in 
my own difeppointment, to oblige me to 
be punftual. I promifed myfelf many 
letters from you, upon my arrival here : 
judge then (if you can) how much I am 
chagrined, not to find even one, I am fure 

it 
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k b not owing to any neglcfl: of yoms;; 
aod cbough I ha^e not heard from you io 
lDng>. I am notqmce uneafy. I have com- 
jnicted you into die hands of God, whofe 
goodnefs abounds to- me daily; On him I 
depend, and endeavour to thinks No news. 
is good news^ 



Sandi Pointy St. Kitfs^ 8 7ff»r»- 

I INFORMED you die 3d of my ar- 
rival, but was then, too bufy to enlarge. I 
have, now, leifare enough, biK muft confefs-. 
I write with a heavy heart. I cannot ac- 
count for having no letters from you, after. 

fi) many months, if you are well. But 

I endeavour to compofe myfelf, by a fub-^ 
miflfive dependance upon the providence 
of God, to whom I have fo oftcn> and to 
«ameftly,,commended you. For my peace 
fake, I try to fuppofe that the letters I fc 
longpdfor, havc,^ by fome means,, mifcar- 
ried, I will endeavour not to mendon this 
&bje£t any more> but I cannot promiie to^ 

forget 
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forget it. la every other pointy I have all 
poflible fatisfaftion. Moft of the cargo is 
fold, and at a good price. I hope the lofs 
upon the voyage will prove inconfiderable,. 
and I believe fny own. intereft in it,, will be 
better than in the former. I was going to 
add, as ufual, that I expeft my bell reward ' 
from you, but this thought gave rife to- 
another, which drew from me a heart-felt 
figh. But I remember my promife.. I have, 
fent a boat up to Antigpa, upon the perad- 
vcnturc, that your letters may have been 
lodged for me there. I know a fcparatida 
muft at fome time take place, but I hope,, 
and pray, it may be deferred till we have 
more ftrength to bear it. A pcrfeft ac- 
quiefcence in the will of God, could we at- 
tain it, would be worth more than moun- 
tains of gold, and filver. I know> as I have 
often faid, that our concerns are under the 
beft and kindeft management. I know 
who brought us together, and has bleft us 
with a mutual affedion ;. for want of which, 
marriage is a clog and burden to thoufands. 

Aivl 
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And he knows our paffions, and our wcak- 
ncfe ; and, unlefs wc over-rate the com- 
forts he bcftows, will never deprive us of 
*chem, but with a defign of giving us fome* 
thing ftill better, in their room. 



Sandy-Pointf 12 Jmre* 

I HAVE fent away all my fpaup 
flieets, and (hall take care to be conftiantly 

• provided with fomething, for every oppor- 
tunity. But to what purpofe do I write, 
when perhaps my dear M. may be paft the 
power of reading? Indeed I find it a 
heavy tafk now, to what it ufed to be. But 

•fince I am not quite without hope of your 
welfare, (which is the very bell I can fay) 
I muft write on, left I fhould fubjeft you 
to ^ anxiety, like that which I now feel. 
1 am forced to afliime an air of cheerfiil- 
nds m company, but maugre all my pre- < 
caudons, I often difcover myfelf to be an 

hypocritCj 
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hypocrite, by my inv6luntary fighs : and 
at night J dream, I know not what.—- 

Yet when you read this, do not think I 
was unhappy when I wrote it. My hopes^ 
for the mofl: part, prevail ; and I confider, 
e\ren now*, that if we meet happily at laft, 
I fhall foon be overpaid for all my care. 
Under fuch a difappointmcnt as this,^ it is 
ricceflhry, either that I ftiouid not be quit»* 
cafy, or that I (hould love you lefs than I 
do. You will allow the former evil to be 
a mere trifle, compared with, the* othcr^ , 

I have informed my owners, that I can- 
not undertake to do any thing upon the 
Windward coaft next feafon, the trade is 
fo overdone. If they will fend me, I am 
ready to go, but I will not be blamed io 
cafe of ill-fuccefs, for not honeftly gfving 
my opinion. If they take my advice, per^ 
haps they may fend me to fome other papc 
of the coaft, or to fom^ other part of the 
world. 1 am indifferent as to the how, or 
where, provided I may be permitted fome- 
times to tell you, it is all for your fakei 

and 
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and to hear you %, that you accept it 



Sonify Point, «i Junr. 

t HAVE fent you fcvcral kttcrs anJ 
pacquets fincc my arrivah I cannot now 
complain as formerly, for want of a fubjcdt. 
I have one with which I could fill many 
Iheets, but have promrfed not to touch 
upon it, if I can help it. So that I am at 
prefcnt under a double difficulty: It ij 
equally hard for me, to write what would 
entertain you, or to refrain from what t 
know would grieve you. Wdl> I muft 
lubmit» My happinefs with yoti is fuch, 
that all incidental pains,., and uneafineffes,, 
feem mere trifles>. when either paft or to 
come, hawevcf hard to bear when prefent.. 
My pleafures,. on the G0Dtrary,» whether at 
the time, in recolleftion, or in profpcft> 
always afford me confolation. TIius though 
there is, ftsidly fpeaking, more evil thaa 
§pod m life,, yet*Pravidcnce fb orders it,. 

or 
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or at lead fo orders my (hare, that I findia 
little of the real good, overbalances a great 
deal of the evil. My fears and uncertain- 
ties upon your account, are mucK prefer- 
able to my being a mercenary wretch, in-r 
^ capable of valuing you, as I ought. When 
I confider howmany I fee, who arc blind 
to the merit of their wives> becaufe they 
arc fecurc of them, I learn how much I 
: owe to the Lord, fot bleffing mc with the 
. knowledge of my true intcreft, and a mind 
fufcqptivc of tenderncfs and feniibility. 

I believe, I was rather fparing of my^ 
promifes, in the timcof coi\rt(hipi atleaft 
. I ei^ged for no more than is ufual oa 
. fuch occafions ; but it has been my hap- 
. pinefs fince, to endeavour to aft fully up 
. to what I had faid. And I now fee, by the 
: conduft of many who treat fuch things as 
' matters of courfe, how nearly my duty and 
: my pleafure were united, and how mifera- 
ble I mufV have been, if capable of wrong- 
ing the confidence you placed in me. I 
fee that thofe who cannot find their fatif- 

&dlions. 
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faflions at bonuy feck them in vain abroad^ 
And thus I undcrftand the literal meaning, 
of the word Diver/ions j which are only, or^ 
chiefly, agreeable to thofe, who wifh to^ 
turn their thoughts from their own fitua- 
lion. What numbers arc there, who fre- 
quent the theatres, affemblies, balls, and 
all the various fcenes of diffipation, with- 
out being really pleafcd for one half hour, 
cither with themfelves, or with any body, 

•or thing, around them. They languifh 
condnually for a change, and rather than 

' continue in the fame purfuit, are willing 
to change for the worle. 

A letter from Liverpool, dated 5 April, 
informs me of the death of our friend Mrs. . 
M — . What aftriking leflbn! A beau*, 
tiful woman, in the blpom of youth, with 
gay hopes and profpefts, cut off in the firfl; 
year of marriage ! As you mentioned her 
being with child, I think it probable that. 

' file died in child-bed. • Alas ! the vanity 
of this ivorld and all its enjoyments ! How 
little do wc know what to wilh for ! I . 

hope 
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lope I fhall always be contented and 
pleafed, if it fhould pleafe God that you 
never have to encounter that terrible rifle. 
How could I bear to confider myfelf as 
the immediate, though innocent, caufe of 
your death! I own that children, from the 
confideration of their being yours, would 
be highly acceptable to me, if it were fo 
' appointed ; but I hope, I fliall never be fo 
mad as to wi(h for them, for fear the con- 
fequence fhould ruin me. I know I am 
already happy without diem* 



Sancfy Pointy 23 Jutte. 

My letters were fealed, and juft go- 
ing away, but I gladly break open yours, 
to tell you, that the boat which I fcnt to 
.Antigua, has brought me (Oh how kind 
and jcareful is my dear) fix letters from 
you, bcfides feveral others from friends, 
which, though very acceptable, are of lefs 
importance to my peace* I am lorry now, 

that 
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that I dirdofed mj fears to you^ as you 
will perhaps be uneafy for me, till you 
learn by this, that my wound is healed. I 
aiTure you^ I difTembled what I could, and 
cxprefled much lefs concern than I felt, 
becaufe I was writing to you. I have to 
praife God for the mercy of this day, and 
to confels the fin, and folly, of my diftruft 
of his goodnefs. I have only had time, a$ 
yet, to read your ktters twice. I fee already, 
that I cannot fully anfwer them, but 1 am 
fure my full heart means you thanks. 



Sandy Poimt, 5 July. 

I think: this is the 12th letter I 
have fent you from hence, in the (pace of 
a month, and they have been all pretty 
full; and I believe, I fhall hardly fend you 
above one, or, at moft, two more, before 
I fail myfel^ which I hope will be witlyn 
ten days. In fome of my former, I have 
commented upon three of yours, which I 
have receired here. 

5 The 
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The next, in order of timej is dated jd 
January. I began the new year very fc- 
rioufly, and wifli I could lay, the whole 
hitherto, had been of a pieces but there has 
not a day paffed, without my prayers, that 
«very bleffing may reft upon you. I 
thank you for refolving not to like any 
one, but whom I firft approve. I wiih 
not to trouble you with many exceptions ; 
but perhaps fometimes your judgment, and 
mine, may differ a licdci for you have too 
much good nature and opennefs, to fufpeft 
fomc of the poor, fluttering things^ that in- 
Crude upon you. I aim at no one in par- 
ticular i but you are fcnfible, that fome, o£ 
whom you once thought better than they 
4Jcferved, have before now explained their 
own ckaraders, and jufttfied my cenlure ; 
and, foorier or later, all fuch will appear in 
tkeir proper colours ; for, where there are 
no good principles, profeflions and pre- 
tences muft fall to the ground. You have 
given a good turn to Mrs. P — ^"s back- 
wardnels to believe we were married j but 

if 
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if lec live to fee her together, fee ihaU 
(peak, if (he pleafes, for herfelf j and tell 
us whether your compliance, did not fur- 
prife her, more than my perfeverancc. 
But I care not which it was, fince I know 
that I am happy. Happy indeed, fincc 
you acknowledge that you think yourfelf 
f© i for I never i^tas fo poor a wretch as to 
think of being happy alone. The only 
rilk I ran was this, left I fhould prefumc 
too much upon myfclf, in expefting to in- 
fpirc you with a reciprocal regard. The 
event has indeed anfwered to my wiihes j 
i)ut when I think fcrioufly of myfclf I can- 
not but wonder at it;, and at ray own har- 
dinefs in the undertaking. 

You fay, my love continued, and yours « 
increafed. But has not mine increafed* 
likewife ? I have no fimilc to illuftrate the 
difference, between the regard I bear you 
now, and that which I had for you before 
marriage. I was not a hypocrite then. 
My afFeftion was perhaps as ftrong, as in 
thofc circumftanccs^ it could be. But I 

loved 
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loved you, as I may fay> for youf lool^ 1 
my love had Ucde more to feed .upon. Aa 
yet, there were none of thofe endearments^ 
and obligations, which now <;onrinuallf 
throng my remenibrancc* In (hort, I find 
by experience, that love, to be liable and 
permanent, muft be mutual; and then, 
. after years and years of poffcflion, it will be 
ftill increafmg ; and every new endeavour 
to pleafe, will produce a new pleafure. 
How different is this, fromthe vice, which 
the libertine would difguifc under the name 
of Jove, 



Sarnfy Point ^ July xr. 

If I have a good paiSage, I may be 
5n England, before this norice reaches you> 
for I hope to fail this evening, and the vef- 
fel by which I fend it, is bound to London, 
•and will (lay here two or three days after 
me. But as fhe is a better failer than 
mine, may probably arrive firft, I allow 
Vot. L K you 



7 
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you to b^n «o think of my arrival, when 
you hear I am upon my way home, but 
' beg you not to be impatient for news* 
Paffagcs from the Weft Indies are very 
uncertain. It fometimes has happened, 
that a veffel, which has failed a month af- 
ter another, has reached honue as much 
before her. I have told you, that there is 
not aftronger or fafer fliip than mine upon 
the feaj and the fame good Providence 
which f referved me laft voyage, in a very 
old and crazy veffel, will be with me now; 
and I am going in the fineft feafbn of the 
year. In fliort, though I ought not con- 
fidently to prefume on any thing in this 
uncertain world, I derive, from the tenour . 
of the difpcnfationfe I have met with, for 
feveral years paft, a cheerfiil perfuafionj 
that the Goci in whom I truft, will preferve 
me for farther mercies, and ftill make me 
an inftance of his goodnefs to the moil 
jjnworthy. 



I AM 
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I AM altnoft alhamed to fay, that 
though I have been twelve days at fea, 
this is the iirft time of my writing to yoiu 
But I hope to be more frequent in future^ 
I have indeed been very bufy, and am fo 
ftill. But I will not offer fo poor an ex- 
cufe ; for if I can find time to eat or fleep, 
I can as well find an hour for your fervice, 
which is the fecond beft bufiriefs of my 
life. I have had much peace fince I re- 
ceived your letters, but I may now ven- 
ture to own, that my difappointment till 
I had them, was the greatefl trial I have 
known, fince I could call you mme. You 
'know the flrength of my paflion, and 
you know well (obferve my confidence) 
the painfialnefs of .abfence, and filence, from 
what we mofl value. But it is now hap- 
pily over, and I hope what I then fuffered, 
will prove for the good of both, hereafter. 
The weather is fine, and the wind fair. 
K 2 I am 



/ 
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\ am drawing nearer to you every moment. 
Perhaps, as my profpeft brightens, my 
genius may improve. My good intentions, 
at leaft, will not be wanting to entertain 
you. Thus much by way of preface. It 
grows late, and another agreeable employ- 
ment awaits me, I mean, to recommend 
you to God in my prayers, that every evil 
may be kept from you while you fleep. 
I Ihall then lie down myfelf, with my ufual 
wilh, (which fometimes haj)pens) that I 
may dream myfelf in your company. 



At Seay 24 7uly*y 

You think, by my laft letters, that I 
am grown more grave than formerly. I 
<lo not intend to be more dull, nor am I 
troubled with .low fpirits; but I own that 
gravity, fo far as confident with chcerful- 
nefs of heart, appears to me, defirable. 
And I hope I Ihall return to you graver 
(in my fcnfe of the word) than I have 

been j 



J 
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been; but that this change will not be to 
niy difadvantage as a companion, and leaft 
of all to you. Cannot I remind you of 
many happy hours we have paffed to- 
gether, when noify mirth, and the mif- 
taken gaiety in which thoufands ar^ be- 
wildered, would have feemed taftelcfs, and 
inipertincnt ? 

Perhaps when you read this, I may be 
9t your elbow to afk you, if not, I beg 
you to alk yourfelf— When fomctimes you 
have been fitting alone in a melanchbly 
mufe, perhaps the more lonely for not 
having heard of me — ^when your imagina- 
tion has painted the dangers to which I 
was expofed, and your memory has ofS- 
cioufly furnifhed you, with inftances of 
fbme who have fufFered by fuch difafters j — 
or when you have recoUefted the circum- 
ftances of our paft endearments — and, to 
finifli all, when you have recalled me to 
your thoughts, in the adlion of parting 
from you, without a word or figh, for fear 

of increafing your trouble 1 fay, when 

K 3 a mixture 
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a mixture of thcfe, and fimilar ideas, have 
wrought you up to that pitch of regret, 
and concern, which muft be fometitnesr 
paid for the privilege of loving— tell me, 
if then, the world, with all its gaieties and 
artiufements, has not appeared a bubble, a 
fhadow, a wildernefs ? Why then (hould 
we not always be too grave to be picked 
with them, fince we have repeated proofs, 
that none of the world's gewgaws can af- 
ford us relief, in our mournful hours. So 
fer from helping xjs at fuch times, we 
prefer our own thoughts, (tfiough painful 
enough) to every thing that offers to di- 
rert us ; and carry it with caution to our 
deareft friends, left they fliould ileal our 
grief awayi I have faid We and Us all 
along, having no doubt, but a defcription 
of my own feelings, will anlwer to yours 
fikewife. Yet after all, we feem to be 
perfuaded, that a more happy couple than 
we are, cannot be found. If fo, da we not 
allow and prove, that happinefs is not to 
be cxpefted in this life ; at leaft, not in 

any^ 
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tx\jf or all tRc things, that arc of an 
earthly growth ? Who has it^ if we have 
k not ? And what have wc ? Perhaps a 
precarious . month in a year,- which, con-* 
fidercd in itfelf, is to me valuable indeed* 
Rut it rouft be owned> that the more we 
arc pleafed, the fhort fpace we are torr 
gether, the more we are at a lofs, in the 
long interval of feparation; during the 
greater part of which, we know no more 
cif each other, than of the filent grave. 

The infenfible, felfifli creatures, whom 
caprice or cultom, yoke in a married ftate> 
without dcfign or confideocc, are flxangers 
to our fatisfaftions : this is true j but neither 
do they feel the drawback. To quit a 
pcrfon dearer than eyes, or life — to be at 
a painful uncertainty, for many weary 
months, for a welfare more precious to us 
than our own - and, from a fenfe of hap* 
pinefs, at home, to be raifed to a pitch in- 
capable of tafting the common entertain- 
ments of life, abroad — to be always fear- 
ing what may never happen, and regret- 
K 4 irig 
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ing what can never be recalled FroM 

thcfc, and many more pains, which I feel/ 
but cannot ^fcribc, their infcnfibiliLy fe- 
cures them. Thefe arc appropriate, prero- 
gative troubles, which none but lovers, nay> 
aone but happy lovers,, are capable of 
fuffcring.. 



A STRANGER might fuppofc, I was 
yefterday complaining of my lot, but you 
know me better.' That I can love; that 
iny regard was direfted to you, and haa 
met with a fuitabte return from you, are 
my chief temporal bleffings, - in which* 
notwithftanding all difadvantages, I ftili 
deem myfelf happy ; that is, in a qualified 
fenfe; fo far as this imperfed ftate will 
admit, and far beyond my deferts, or the 
common attainment erf mankind. But 
for this', I am much beholden to' my gra- 
vity, fuch as it is* por jflipirid I grants 

that 
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that a ferious temper is not quite neceflary,. 
to give us the foil relifh of our enjoyments, 
when prefent, (which is more, however, 
than I mean to grant) yet furely it is. 
ncedfol to fopport us in the want of them*^ 
Though, in the moment of taking my 
leave of you, I felt more than I can ex- 
prefs i yet, in the midft of my griefi and 
when quitting what I molt valued, I 
thought myfelf happier than thoufands cant 
be, in the poflcffion of their wifhes. 1 
ieft you,-and with the expedation of a long, 
abfcncci but a fenfe of the divine Provi- 
dence, and my truft in God, greatly ob- 
viated my cares and fears, and led my 
thoughts forwards to the hour, (I hope: 
now nearly approaching) which will reftore 
mc to you again. I was like, a perfbn,* 
committing his deareft treafuVc, to his 
deareft friend \ and then went down ftairs,. 
with a mixture of peace and grief^ not 
cafily defcribedi not as violendy tora 
away, but as willingly foregoing youfor 2i. 
whilc,u that I might the better d^ferve you^. 
K 5 I conlidcred 
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I confidcrcd, that the Lord, who had 
joined us, could eafily have fo appointed our 
affairs, as to free us from the neccflity of 
fuch long feparatbnsf and I thought it 
would have been fo, but that He, who 
knows aU things, knows die indulgence 
would hurt us in fbme particulars, perhaps 
in many, which we are not aware of, I 
felt for the uneafmefs, which your regard 
for me, might fometimes occafionj but I 
faw, that even this might lead your mind 
more clofcly, and frequendy, to him for 
help, and if fo, be a benefit. Y confcfs, 
the thought of death, on either fide, made 
me ferious. If I had apprehended, that 
was the laft time I fliould hold you in my 
arms, how could I have left you at all ? 
No; — ^then, methinks, wind and tide, bu- 
fincfs and honour, would have pleaded in 
vain, and I muft have been carried from^ 
you by force. But this,, which was my 
only dread, hardly occurred to me at the 
time, and was foon removed, by an inward 
J>erfuafion, that we fhould happily meet 

again. 
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again. And Oh! could you form an 
idea, of the evils I have fince been pre- 
lerved through, and kept for the moft part 
in peace, feldom knowing where the dan* 
ger lay, till it was paft, you would allow, 
that I am a living proofs of the . truth of 
thofc promifes, which I endeavour, by the 
grace of God, to make my ftay, and mjr 
truft. 

I hope I have made out the advantage 
of a religious frame of mind, in my prefent 
fituation. Let me now confider, whether 
it will not be equally neceflary, and con-- 
ducive to our happinefs, iipon a re-union;. 
Will it not be an additional pleafiirei. tt> 
think that we do not meet againyas k were 
by chance, but by the care of a watchful 
Providence, in anfwer to prayer; as a. 
token of hb favour,, and an earneft, to en- 
courage ouriuturedcpendance upon him? 
How could I, loving you as I doj^ be eafy- 
a moment, without this depcndance,, in* 
fuck a changeable flate, and not knowing; 
what the next day,, ot hourj^ may brii^g 
K & jforth t 
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forth ? Nor is religion a rcftraint, upent 
any real or rational pleafurc. For, as the 
apoftle emphatically exprefles it, God 
gives us all things richly^ to enjoy. Not 
grudgingly, but freely and richly j not to 
raife defires which may not be gratified r 
what he gives, is with the defign that it 
may be enjoyed. It is true, there is a mo- 
dus, a moderation^ enjoined \ but this, like- 
wife is for our benefit, that we may not 
fpoil the relifli of our comforts, nor indif- 
pofe ourfelves for the reception of his. 
ferther, and better gifts. 



At SMi 26 July, 

Since, then, a ferious and depend- 
ant Ipirit, fecurcs to us the beft enjoyment 
of our bleffings, .and obviates, in a great 
meafure, the inconveniences to which they 
are fubjeft; what remains, but that we 
fliould refolve, and endeavour^ to the beft 
^cf our power, to cultivate tliis temper, and 

to 



Second Voyage in Africa^ i75J- ^^^5" 

to live, fo as has appeared to u mofts 
reafonable, when we have been uneafy, and 
afflifted. The contrary behaviour car- 
ries in it fo much difingenuoufnefs, that I 
dm afliamed, when I refleft upon my pafl: 
guilt and folly. For it is certain, that I 
have often been leaft obfervant and atten*- 
tive, wheii a grateful mind would have 
been moft fo. For thefe reafons, I hope^ 
upon my return,, to appear more grave 
than every to one part of our acquaintance ;. 
but then I fhall be always cheerful,, in the 
approbation of my confcience- 1 have 
chiefly written all this, upon my own ac- 
count, that the pcrufal of it hereafter, may 
confirm and ftrengthQa me, in my prefcnt 
views, and defires^ 



I AM perfuaded, as I have often faid, 
that if it was in all points beft for us to be 
always together, ,wc ftiould never be part- 
ed. 
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cd. He who has already done fo much 
for us, could eafily add this tp the reft of 
hb mercies, and, perhaps, at a proper time, 
he will. If not, let us entreat him, to di- 
rect our thoughts and purfuits to a better 
ftate, where no feparation, anxiety, or 
griet fhall difturb us for ever. The trials 
of this life, are highly ufeful and Jieceflary/, 
.to prevent our minds from fixing herej 
efpecially to us, who have fo much to prize 
in each other. But let not paflion miflead 
us to fuppofe, that we arc not capable of a 
happinefs, as far beyond our prefent expe- 
rience or conception, as the heavens are 
higher than the earth. Our mutual afFec^ 
tion, which now makes life chiefly valuable 
to us, will, I truft, fubfift in a nobler manr 
ner, when the tranfient caufcs upon which 
It was at firft founded, ihall, perhaps,, have 
no more place in our remembrance ; at 
leaft, will not be confidcre J in the light we 
now efteem them, but will appear truly 
valuable, only fo far as they were„ by the 
jUeffing; of God, fuhfcrvient to a farther, 

and 
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and better end. And how will it then in- 
creafe our joys, (if our joys will then b4 
capable of increafc) to think, that wc have 
affifted each other in obtaining them } 



At Sea^ 5 Augufl. 

Supposing, that if you are in health 
to-day, you have been a partaker of the 
communion at church, I attended you with 
my prayers, about the time; that you 
might receive a blcffing, and have caufe to 
look back upon the opportunity, with 
comfort. If it pleafe God to continue our 
prefent favourable appearances, I hope to 
join with you, the next time, with a plea- 
fure, which only they, who have been long 
feparated from public worfhip, and who 
have fo many mercies to acknowledge, as 
I have, can conceive. It comforts me to 
think, that you are favoured with all the 
advantages, of which my way of life de- 
prives me, for a whole year, or tongen 

And 
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And I hope you fuitably iniprorc 
them. 

My affedion carries my wi(hcs and 
dcfires for you, far beyond the narrow 
bounds, of the time we can cxpcft to pals 
together here; and I (hall be glad to find,, 
that a preparation for an hereafter, has a 
place in your thoughts, much fuperior to 
any concern, or regard for me. For I am a 
poor weak creature, incapable, dearly as 1 
love you, of fhieldmg you from the fmalleft 
evil, or of doing you any fervice fb great, as 
by diffuading you, from placing too much 
dependance upon a worm, like myfelf. 
Think not that I undervalue your aifeCr 
tion. I am fure 1 would hot exchange it,, 
for all the kingdoms upon earth. But 
there is a regard, which is ordy due to him,, 
who firft inlpired \3s with love to each 
other. A/V^hile our mutual afledion is re- 
ftrained, ill a proper fobordination to him,, 
I hope we fhall not be blameable for pre- 
fering it» as I do, to whatever elfe can be 
named. But if we exceed this boundary,, 

we 
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>/t'c not only fin, but expofe ourfelves to a 
double rifk, of having our comforts blight- 
ed, either by deaths or by heavy troubles* 
All that we poffefsi or value, is the im- 
mediate gift of God, who propofes the 
mod ingenuous and grateful mQtives, to 
win us to his fervice. But if, by fondly 
repofing on creatures, we pervert his 
goodnefs, and fet up a reft, independent of 
the Creator, what can be expefted, but 
that he will either recal the bleflings we 
fo little dcferve, or throw in bitter ipgre^ 
dients, to Ipoil our pleafures ? 

I tremble to think, how touch I have 
expofed you> by my blindnefs and fbUy ia 
this refpedt. When I was fo long at St^ 
Kitt's, without hearing from you, that I 
almoft concluded you were dead, my con- 
fcience confirmed my fears ; for I knew 
that I deferved to be puni{hed> where my 
feelings were moft tender and fenfible^. 
This conviftion lay upon my mind, witli 
a weight that no words oan exprefs. Ah t 
thought I* but for me,, ftie might have 

beea 
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fcccn ftiU living and happy. My weakncft 
and ingratitude, have (hortened her days ^ 
But God is merciful : after I had fufFered 
thus for about a fortnight, I received your 
letters. But had the event proved, ac* 
cording to my dread, and my defert, what 

would have become of me. To fur- 

vive you upon any terms, would be a 
great trial j but it then feemcd compara^ 
tively light, could it have been abftradtcd 
from the aggravation, of having finn^ you 
away. But— I cannot give you a juft 
idea of the ftate of my mind, at that time* 
I thank God, it is happily over, and 
I have now a comfortable hope, that we 
(hall meet again in peace. If we do, lure- 
ly I fhall not be fuch a wretch again* 



JU SeM, i6 Augttfi. 

Now I may write leifurely, for 
the wind is contrary. Though I am ear- 
nefUy defirous to fee you, I would not 

be. 
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be impatient, nor wifh, if it- was in my 
power, to fix the time myfelf. I truft, it 
Ihall be in a happy hour> and I dcfire to 
leave the wbetty to God. Our times arc 
in his hands. It will fignify litde, a hun- 
dred years hence, whether I was five, or 
fix, or more weeks, on my paffage home- 
wards, fi-om St. Kitt's, in the year 175J. 
And, indeed, it will fignify but little, when 
I have been half an hour with you. I 
fliall then foon forget the inconvenience of 
delay. If I feel any concern, it is on your 
account; for my love would not willingly 
have you kept in an hour's fulpenfe for 
me. r But my judgment fpeaks more 
reafonably, and tells me, that, as dilap- 
pointmcnts and hindrances, have often 
proved of real fervice to myfelf; fo, per- 
haps, they may be to you likewife. And 
the dependant fratne of fpirit, in which I 
am now happy, would be worth your pur- 
chafe, if you have not yet attained it, 
(but I hope you rather exceed me) at the 
price of notfceing mc this twelvemonth. • 

. - I AM 
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At Seay x8 Augu/I. 

I AM brought in fafcty> to the clofe 
of another week. The evenbg of a Sa- 
twrday> I ufiially allot to the exercife of 
prayer> and praife. It is not foreign to thia 
dcfign, to employ half an hour in writing 
to you, to invite you to join with me, in 
praifing our gracious Preferver, as we are 
jointly intcrcfted in eadi other's concern- 
ments.. 

The wind has been eafterly a fcw.days> 
but it now feems to be coming about fair 
again. For my own part, I confider the 
winds, from every quarter, to be fairj 
though, in compliance with our cuftomarjr 
forms of fpeakingx I call thofe fo, whiclx 
allow me to fail to my intended port, in a 
ftraight line. When it changes,! am obliged 
to change my courfe, and to go fomething 
about; But they all contribute to anfwer 
my beft wifh, at the proper time. And 
probably a contrary wind, is no lefs con- 
dpcive to this end, than a more direft one* 
2 Foe 



J 
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For wc know not, when we go too faft^ 
or too flow. A fhip has often been hur- 
ried into danger and diftrefs, by a quick 
paflage, 

I fhall be with you in my thoughts to- 
morrow, in the church, in your retire* 
ments, and at your meals. I rife early, 
to pray for your happinefs, before 
you awake ; and fit up paft your hour^ 
that I may beg a blefllng upon your reft^ 
before I go to reft myfelf. Some perfons 
would fmile at all this. Let them fmile— 
fo that I may give the moft fincere, . and 
ferious proof of my afFeftion, by prayings 
at all hours, and in all circumftances, for 
your peace ai;d. welfare. 



At Seay 40 Augufi* 

We have again a fair wind, and 
very pleafant weather. I have often heard 
your fex compared to the ocean. I hope 
-the refemblance does not generally hold, 

(I am 



^14 Lettfrs to a IVife^ 

(I am happy to be certaifl^ that in one m«- 
fttiice it does not) for there cannot be a 
more apt emblem of inconftancy. This 
Ipot of water, which I am now paffing 
over, which, at preient, is as fmooth as a 
meadow, fpread round far as the eye can 
reach, like a great mirror, and rt^td::^ the 
beams-of the moon unruffled, has, perhaps, 
been the grave of many ; at leaft, their 
terror, and will often be fou It may be, 
that the next who follow me, will find a 
very different fcene. For, let the .wind 
blow widi violence, from any quarter, for 
the 1|)ace of four hours, and all will be ia 
confufion; the mirror broken, the level 
deftroyed, and nothing to be Jfcen, bur, al- 
ternately, yawning gulphs, and moving 
mountains, every one feeming to rife 
higher than the reft, and the fmalleft, 
fufficient to deftroy the ftouteft Ihip, and 
to confound the ftrongeft human confi- 
dence, in a moment i if not continually re- 
ftrained, by that fovcreign power, which 
rules the waves widi a nod, and limits them 

to 
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to their bounds, bq^ond which, in their 
higheft rage and confufion, they cannot 
rife the tenth part of an inch. How they 
fed, at fuch times, who have no reliance, 
but X)n their own fkill and precaution, I 
cannot fay j but was it fo with me, I (hould 
often prove, a very coward i and, indeed, 
always ; for when danger was not appa- 
rent, I Ihould dread it, as being imminent. 
When I compare the various contingencies, 
to which a fhip is liable, with the bed pre- 
ventions, or remedies, that art can furniih 
againft them, they feem fo dilproportion- 
ate, that, were it not for a fuperintending 
Providence, I fhould think it a wonder in- 
deed, if any one veffel, made a voyage in 
iafcty. But, as in this view, I fhould be 
. always afraid, fo now, fince I am certain, 
that I am under the care of God, in all 
places, I do not, even in turbulent wea- 
ther, fuffer more anxiety, than is needful to 
engage my attention to the proper ufe of 
means. This is my part, and if means are 
fiicccedcd, it is by the blcffing of God, 

without 
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without which, my diligence would be un- 
avaiKng. The watchman waketh but in 
vain, except die Lord keep the city ; but it 
does not follow, that becaufe the Lord 
keeps the city, the watchman may go to 
flcep, but rather the contrary* 



At Sea^ 49 Atigufl. 
I toLD you ycfterday, that I might 
probably dine to day at Liverpool j but I 
«iuft wait longer, Laft night brought us, 
with fair wind and fair weather, within four 
hours fail of our port. We Itopped to wait 
for day-light, and a pilot. The day came 
at its appointed timei but, inftead of a pi- 
lot, brought a ftrong gale of wind, with 
thick weather ; fo that tl was glad to turn 
about, and away to lea again 5 and may be 
thankful, if I can keep clear of the fands 
and dangers, which lie before the entrance 
of the river, which I truft I fhalh for I 
bcUcve the providence of God, has not 

brought 
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brought me fafely acrofs- two oceans, to 
leave me to my own poor fhifts at laft. 
It really blew very hard, and looked very 
difmally at four tliis morning: but die 
weather is now more moderate, though 
ftill dark and rainy. I was fomething 
anxious in the night, but am, atprefent, 
tolerably eafy. God is my defence; if 
he is on my fide, I mull be preferved: 
the winds ?,nd the waves obey him ! 

I can now give you a new proof, that 
iny dependance upon God, is not in vain. 
When I. wrotfc the above, I was in a very 
indifferent fituatioru A hard gale of wind, 
thick weather, and very litde fea room. 
Had things Continued fo another day, I 
might have fufFercd Ihipwreck, within a 
few miles of my port. But I had icarcclv 
laid the paper by, when the weather ' 
changed to quite fine;, and the wind came 
about fair. Before noon, I got a pilot on 
board, and I may now hope to be at 
Liverpool, this very night! Surely no 

Vol* L X one 
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one experiences the goodnefs, and care of 
divine Providence, more continually dian 
I do! Surely the Lord hears and an- 
fivers my poor prayers 1 



THIRD 
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At Sea, 26 O^ober^ 
UY DEAREST, 

1 NOW begin to prepare materials for new ^ 
packets. The firft thing in courfe, is to 
tell yoUj that, by the hleffing of the Lord, 
all is well with me. We had an extraor- . 
dinary good outlet to fea, and loft fight of 
the laft land, the third day after partii^ 
with you. We are all in good health and 
Ipirits* My time paiTes, perhaps, /tdo 
pleafantly, confidering that poffibly you 
may be mourning, at die veiy inftant, 
when I. am moft cheerful. Butlexcude. 
myfelf to myfelf, by pleading, that it was 
your defire, I fhould be as cheerful as I 
can. At all times, I have room in my 
thoughts for you r and the moft.pleafant of 
all my hours, arc'thofe which are devoted 
L 2 to 
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to praying for you. My mind attends you 
this week, from ftage to ftage, on yoiir 
long journey home. The wife, uftelcfs 
many^ would fmile at this attention, and 
<:all me a triflcr. So let them. If it 
gains a fmile of acceptance from you, I 
will account it a matter of importance s 
and fmile at them, in my turn, though I 
rather ought to pity themu 



At Sea^ 1 Novemler* 

"We Ikw, and pafled, the ifland 
Madeira, this morning, (which is diftant 
from Liverpool about 1500 miles) though 
this is but the thirteenth day fmce we left 
the fodk. As we arc now entering that 
part of the ocean, where the wind blows 
from did eaftern quarter, the year round, I 
have the profpeft of a quick paffage. 
Should it prove fo, it will be agreeable, 
elpecially as I have not been left to wifli, 
for any thing particular, being fenfible, that 
I Jknow not how to choofe, the beft means, 

and 
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and times, for accomplifhing my own de- 
fires, if the choice was given' to* me. Dif- 
patch will be welcome, as aflfcrdbg me 
the profped:, of a more fpeedy return to 
you. But fhould I meet wkh delay,^ I 
hope to acquiefce, and to- believe that rt 
will keep me back^ from jfomcthing that 
would be worfe^. Was I to jodgc other- 
.wiie,.I ftiould fm a^nft the experience of 
.many years, in which I have always had my 
wifhes gratified, fo far as was confident 
with my fafety ; and have met with no diC- 
appointmenty. or trouble, but what I ha.ve 
^afcerwards perceived^ was intended,; or at 
ieaft oveyruled, fof my benefit. 

In two points we. are, and have been, 
favoured above thoiifands. Firft, in a 
tender and reciprocal, regard, which rea- 
ders it impofliblp for either of us,, to be 
plcafedor pabedi alone;, and, - fecondly, 
that this fympathy has been chiefly, I could 
alnaqft lay, wholly employed^ in a partici- 
pation of pleafures, with, very litde inter- 
ruption (the pairt of abfence excepted) on 
L 3 cither 
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clchcr- fide. I know aot which of thele 
bleffings is moft valuable, hut certainly^; 
when combined, (as with us)'they- confti- 
tutc the neareft appro^h tojiappinefs^ in a 
temporal view, that this imperfcft ftate- 
will admit. There are many, who, in 
point of outward advantages, may feem 
equal, or fuperior to us, but then thoir 
con traded, felfilh Ipirics, cannot relift,. 
or improve thcin^ Again, there are 
others, of generous, and feeling difpofi^ 
tions, who, borne d6wn by the preffureof 
accumulated afflidUons, derive no- ad v;an- 
tage from thek feiifibiKtyj. unlefs it be a 
privilege, to have aiiiorc exq^mfite percep- 
tion of mifery. There are thoft who could 
bear adverifity in their own perfons, with 
tolerable compolUrc, but feel a tenfold 
dtftrcfs, by feeing others involved with 
them, whofe peace is deafer to them thaa 
their own. Help me to be thankful ! I 
have no rent-rolls-, or ftock-fccurities, to ^ 
rely upon. But I have an inventory of 
another kind, a fingle article df Avhich, is 

preferablejk 
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preferable, in my eyes, to all the wealth of 
the Indies: health, content, liberty, love, 
the recoUeftion of the paft, and therein, a 
lively image of what I may yet hope for> 
when it Ihall pleafe God, in his good time, 
to rcftore me home, to receive from you, 
in one hour, an ampk recompenfe, for the 
toils of a whole voyage^ 



r At Seui~~ 

I AIM,: as well as I can, to minglp- 
the agreeable and ufeful, in the courfe of 
my letters 5 and to offer what may entertain 
yoUi and, at riie fame time, improve us both^ 
Our mutual happy afFeftion, . fuf^lies mp 
with my largeft fund, for die firft purpofe i 
and I am glad, when I can properly intro- 
duce fuch refleftions, as may affift us m 
making our prefent fatistaftiom, fubfervi* 
ent to a ftill higher end. You will not be 
difpleafed with me for faying, that though 
you are dearer to me, than the aggregate 
L.4^ of 
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of all other earthly comforts, I wilh to 
limit Vl\j paffion, within thofe bounds 
which God has appointed. Dur love to 
each other, ought to lead us to love him 
fupremeljr, who is the author and fburce of 
all the good we poflefs, or hope for. Ft 
fs to him, w^ owe -that happinefs in the 
marriage ftate, which fo mai>y feek in vain-; 
fome of whom, fet out with fiich hopes and 
prolpefts,. that their difappointments cars 
be deduced from no other caufe, than their 
having placed ifiar 1iigh regard on a 
creature, which is onl/ due to the Creator. 
He therefore withholds his bleffing, (withv 
out which no union can fubfift) and their 
expcftatipns, of eourfe,. end in fatiety and , 
indifference. 

Perfect happinefs cannot be attained in 
this life i but to come as near it as poffible, 
well deferves our clofe application. As~ 
perfons differ much in their viewjs and inn 
clinations, this attempt has been purfued, 
by a great variety of mediums. The 
heathen philofopliers w^rc divided by a 

diverfity 
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diverfity of opinions^ hut they all agreed 
in an endeavour to teach mankind^ how to 
make the moft^ of the* good which life af*- 
fords ; and to bear its evikj with the beft 
grace polTible. Some propofed one (brt of 
rules i others ofiired- new ones, and per- 
haps quite oppolke to the former j but 
experience confuted them alL Being ig^. 
norant of the ori^nal nature> the true end> 
and the future deftination,. of manj they 
felled in riie cure of the evils^under which 
he laboured,, becaufe they knew not the 
fource from which they fprung.. Some 
attempted to eradi^atevthe paflions, and. 
placed happinels in a calmnefs,. or radicr;. 
an infenfibilityy of feulj not. refleding^ 
that the Creator d^es nothing in vain,, and* 
that we have not aJfiogfe,,;/^/«r/?/ inclina^ 
tion in our framcj but what he dcfigned 
fliQyWi. under a-propcr reftri£bioD^,be gra-- 
tified:.. But whii&!^c)5 endeavoured .t# 
guard agfitnftcstt'e,; aod ta reflrain irregu* 
larity^ . their fchemes' tended - to dcftroy^, 
fiune of our moft diftingMiftiing propc;-tica^> 
.V L jt . andl 
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^nd to exdude all .teDdemers>. and ge^ 
nerofity x>f . fendment. Others^, to avoid 
diis abfurdity, ^11 . into a greater, i£ 
poflible. B)r, ibppofingy the greatsefl: hap*- 
fwneis to eonfifti in tiie moft conftant wir 
joymcnt of fcnfual plcafure, theyopaied? 
a wide door to folly and enomritjr; and. 
left each perfon to purfuc his. own pro- 
pcnfity> under the notion: of plcafure, with-^ 
out having recourfe %£> any ftand^rd,^ by 
which to regulate their Gondudl. Thde 
were the two very different plans of thofc,, 
who are generally deemed^ the wifcft meat 
emong the ancient^, -the StoSi^s, artdi Ae 
Epicureans- Tlie on^^ipr^«^</,, that' the 
Vorld afforded 'hothir^ wortl^y of their 
notice. The othtr founi3'^ there was notliing. 
. in the world,, dcferving of the v/aluc they 
fct uponitv » •-' ' ^^ /- ^-^ '• 
' PTe are H*lieved' frpAij tfeiVitrWeifto^ 
fey the g^fpei^- whit'h' h^ bf ought lif*>1iiAd 
immortafity, true^b^p{)ine6>. andtliis ift'^ft« 
of attaining 4t>' to^ UghT'^' Attd 'when we 
coUAt oWf , the Vti^^us bteffihgS'WCJeiig©^, 
8 - we 
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we fcould always ackrK>wledge, in the firft 
fdace, this pledge, and ground-work, of 
every other mercy, t|?at we were born ia 
an age, and a country, affording us plain^ 
and fure inftrudion, concerning our real 
intercft> and bounden duty, and how in- 
separably they are joined together. The 
fcripture teaches us how to enjoy pros- 
perity, in its full reKfh, by confidering 
every inftance of it, as a gift and token of 
the divine goodnefs, always attentive ta 
blefs us ; and, likewife, abates the prelTure 
of adverfity, by fhewing us, how mucb 
em worft fufFerings, fall fhort of our dcr 
merits; how much mo!?e our Lord and 
Saviour endured, for our' fakes ; and by 
the aflTurance it givcsy. that if we love God> 
all things, even thofe which at prefent are 
mo& difagrecable, Ihall wof k together for 
our final good. Now, whatever troubles- 
we meet with, we can look beyond thenx 
alf, to an everlafling reft.. The hour of 
death, fo much dreaded by others,. wilL 
put the true Chriftian, in poflefiioaof eter- 
L 6> Aa£ 
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nal life. l*hcfe things, reafohi unaflifted 
by revelation, could never have difcovercd* 
The Chriftian Religion is a confident 
fyftcm, including the truth,, and morality of 
every feft of philofophy, and avoiding the 
errors of each. We now fee the ufe and 
excellence of the paflions,. when duly re^ 
gulated ; though, they render us unhappy; . 
when mifapplied, becaufe then they fall 
Ihort of their proper end j for God, who 
(as the fcripture fays) made us for himfclfi 
has formed us, with a vaftnefs of capacity^ 
which, he only, caa fatisfy. And from 
hence proceeds that reftleffnefe, and difp 
appointment, tliat love of change, which is 
tlie portion of thofe, who place their high- 
eft defircs, and ftrongeft hopes, on any 
thing beneath the fupreme good. We 
can now fay, that pleafure is our chief hap^ 
pinefs, by ufing the word, with a propriety 
unknown to the Epicureans. We fetfk for 
pleafure, but it muft be of the nobleft 
kind, and moft lafting duration. Upon 
this maxim, we cheerfully renounce every 

prcfent 
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\ prefent pleafure, which, in its confe'- 

^ qucnce, would, occafion a paini, greater, 

or more lafting, than the pleafure propofw 
cd J. and we can welcome troubles, when 
we clearly perceive, they are but light and 
momentary, if compared with th€ far more 
exceeding, and- eternal weight of glory, to 
which they lead. This is an abftraft of 
my principles, and, I believe, of yours 
likewifcr Thefe fhalL fupport us, when 
we (hall^ be eonft rained to leave each 
ether; and thefe,- \ truft, Ihall join us 
again, in a better world, to part no more 
for ever. 



Plant anes, lo December. 

The three flieets enclofedj will 
Bring my hiftory down to the end of No- 
vember. I arrived^ in fafety, at Shebar, 
the fecond'inftanti found my friend Harry* 

• ♦ Henry Tucher, z Mulatto, at Shebar, was tiio 
man, with whom I had the largelt conne6tioi> in buii- 
nefs, and by whom I was never deceived, 

well 
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well, and very glad to fee me. Your 
pi^re, if k could fpeak, might tell you,. 
Jk>w well pleafed his firft lady was with 
your preient ; for ihe drefled herfelf in it 
before you^ and feenaed to think, that in 
her new atdre, Ihe might ftaod in compe- 
tition with you. I believe you will fmile 
at her vanity, and think I pay you no great 
compliment, in preferring your piStirej to 
her reality. But had the fineft woman ia 
England ftood by, Ihe would, in my eye,, * 
have &llen almoft equally ihort,. upon the 
comparifbn. 

I often look back, with a mixture of 
thankfulnefs and regret, upon the time we 
lately pafled together, at Liverpool, which 
I confider as the happiefl: part of my life* 
I never before had fo much of your com- 
pany, in an equal (pace, and with- fo little 
interruption. Seven fuch weeks, are pre- 
ferable to fcven years of common time- 
After fo many flieets and- quires, as I have 
written to you, I cannot always produce 
what is new. But the thoughts with which 

your 



your love inlpires me, are too interefting. 
to be irkfome, though often repeated. 

Accept my thanks for your valuable,, 
or invaluable, letter, of the 28th.Oftober,. 
which I have jtift received. . I tliank you,, 
likewife,. ^r your punctual obfervance of 
our ftated hour of retirement,, which has 
been feldom omitted on my parti tliough,, 
fometimes, hurry of bufinefs, or want of 
opportunity, ha,ve prevented me. But if I 
flip the appointed minute,, no bufinefs, or 
company, can prevent me from, putting 
up, at leaft, ffequenfi heart- felt ejacula- 
tions on your behalf.. I congratulate Mr/ 
B. upon the agreeable company he had t^ 
London... I diink the jpiirney was, at leaft,.' 
as favourable to him,, as to you; , I am 
for^ \ would radicr have had his feat in 
the poft-c;haife,. than his office,, however 
Uicrjativ45 pr[honoufable,.ainlefs.yDu were 
annexed, to .it. But I remcn;iber, :^s- Friajr 
- Bacpp's head faidj^ Time was, ,. ^ have 
been happy, and hope to be fe agajn. 

, • » • f •• ■ - • i V> .' 1 ' • • • 4 . J ' . , "T . ^ 
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r OFTEN lofe myfclf infenfibly, ih 
the recollcftion of our paft times ; and 
purchafc the recal of the moft valued 
pleafures, at the expence of only a tranfient 
figh. I think of our evening, walks and 
rctiremems, when the fctting fun, the tree^, 
the birds, and prolpedls, have contributed 
to enrich the fcene r though your company 
was, to me,, that which completed, and 
crowned the whole. I refleft with plea- 
fure, on fome feafons, when our thoughts 
have rifen fafter, than words could give 
them utterance, and we have furprifed 
the tears filently dealing down our cheeks. 
What would the gay, and feftiiohabifc 
world fayi tofuchareprcfentatfon\? They 
live in too much hurry, and have too litrife 
Ecfleftion, to underftand this elegance of 
Ibul,. which, under the guifc of grief, af^ 
> . fordsi 
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ferds the finccreft pleafure\ My own ex- 
perience, would almoft lead me to maintain, 
what you, perhaps, will think a paradox-*- 
That they who beft love, are beft qualified 
to fupport die pains, and anxieties of ab- 
fence. Such trains of thought as I have 
mentioned,, yield me more fatisfeAioa, than 
all the gewgaws of the great or wealthy 
could do. But it will not therefore fol- 
low, that people, who are indiSerent wheor 
together, are better plcafcd when afunder.. 
In the former cafe, they arc foon weary of 
each other ; in the latter, they are as foon 
weary of themfelves.. However, to me, 
the paft and the future, afford abundant 
fubjeft for agreeable mufing ; and even 
the prefcnt, though not very agreeable in^ 
itfelf, becomes in fome meafure fo,.when I 
eonfider, that I am here for your fake. 
And I am glad of the opportunity of ma- 
nifcfting, that neither difficulties, nor dan- 
gers, nor diftance, nor time, can abate the 
fenfe of what I owe you; However the 
cafe may be now, I caa remember the time,. 

when 
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when you could have done very well with- 
out ine. The firft obligation, which was 
the ground of every other, was entirely on 
your fide \ and I ftill think myfelf far 
Abort of repaying it. Though, if I could 
cancel that, you have taken care to fuper- 
add new ones, ^stty fucceeding day fmcc,. 



In the midft of a thoufand hurries> 
and avocations, I muft fteal a few minutes, 

. to converfe with you. I have been almoft 
wearied to-day with noile, heat, ffnoke,, 

•and bufmeisi but when I think of you, the 
inconvenience is gone. Which of your 
learned philofophers can define, this won- 
derful, transforming thing, called Love*, 
that can infufc a degree of pleafure, into 

. trouble and difquiet I 

• The Ihip that is to take my packet,. 

. is upon the point of failing. I muft wind 

.up all,, with fervent prayers, that it may 

pleafc 



i 
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plcafe the Lord^ the giver of all good, to 
preferve xk in peace and dependance, dur- 
ing the appointed term of our feparation i 
apdj, in his good hour^ to give us a happy 
n^eeting.; and that we may learn to wait 
for that time wkh patience, with more than 
patic^ce^^ with thankfulness, .that, our prof- 
,ped^^ are.only delayted,:pr prorogued, and 
npf jyhpUy cut off, as. ha? been the cafe 
with ni^y^ fince we fkft ioined hands- 
Above all, I pf^y, that in every fcenc of 
lift, we may prepare for what we know 
mufti, fqQner^^or.laterj take pl^e. That, 
we^maybelieyej^andaft, ugon t)ie prii^Gi- 
.pies of the gofpcl, i^the glory of r pur 
MakcR and Redeemer hjere, and then we- 
'-fliafi :be' happy for ever, hereafter, .beyond 
!thc reach of forrow or pain,;^dfhaU never 
/incfreiknowywhat iti&topatrt*- , ' 



Lord 
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Rio Sefios, 11 January, 

Lord Orrery remarks, upon a letter 
of Pliny, (whom, I think, I formerly men- 
tioned) to his wife's aunt. That the exam- 
pies of delicate conjugal love, have htttt 
fewr He fays; ^ Men cannot, or will not> 
*^ fee theexcellencies of their wives, t'rom 
" the day of marriage, the'wotnaii ^ays 
** afide her refcrve, and the man his civi- 
*' lity. She grows forward, and ovcrBear- 
•* ing r he becomes four and ihappkh. Or, 
•* if they appear fond, (as, fix)m the novel- 
" ty of the ftatc, k fometimcs happens) 
'^ the groffaefs of rfie pafllon is too nau- 
** feous to be named." Whenever I meet 
with an ok^rvation- of this kind,^ k is an 
unfpeakablc pleafure to me, to reflcd, that 
I can put in an exception to it,, ia both 
your name, and my own. Were I evea 
affured, that the whole time, fmce Pliny 
and Calphurnia lived, (which is more than 
fixteen hundred years) afforded only fortjr 
fiich happy couples^ I fhould not fcruple 
c :' to 



^hird Voyage to Africa^ I754- ^37 

to include you, and myfelf, in the number. 
And in this confcioufncfs, I find more 
pleafure, than the grektcft affluence of 
wealth could give me. I have enough. 
I have all, in that mutual afFeftion, with 
which h has plcafed God to Wefs us, and, 
without which, the trcafures of both the 
Indies, would, to me, be ufelefs and tafte- 
lefs. I think, I have now fome right to 
fpeak thus; for the experience of nearly 
four years, has convinced me, diat either 
the novelty fo much talked of, is not ne- 
ceflary to my latisfaftion ; or elfe, which 
amounts to the fame thing, that I find 
fome new caufe of endearment in yoi^ 
every day. 



K/9 Sejhs^ 25 January* 

1 EXPECTED, ^before I left England, 
that the prcfent voyage would not prove 
fuccefsful, in point of profit ; and I was 
not miftakeji.. I fhall hardly reach the 

half 
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half of my laft year's purchafe. I hope, 
the vcffcl I have bought, xo trade after I 
am gonej may fecure the owners intered ; 
but my own part of the affair^ will proba- 
bly be moderate enough. 

If a (igh ihould ^fcape you on this ac- 
count^ I beg you to recoiled yourfelf, and 
not indulge a fecond. Remember, that 
this ^ihire in dirty money matters, is the 
only abatement we have hitherto met 
with ; and that, in other refpeds, we have 
as much the advants^e, of thofe who are 
envied by the world, as we fall ihort of 
diem in riches. We have bleflings, which 
riches can not purchafe, nor compenfate 
for the want of And I fee much caiife 
for thankfiilncfs, that things are no worfe. 
We want for nothing at prefent; and for 
the future, we may fafely rely on the good 
Providence, that has done fo much for us 
already. Befides, what / may get by an 
indifferent voyage, would, by many, be 
thought a great fum. We are both fcnfi- 
ble, that we are too ihort-fightcd,to choofe 

well 
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well for ourfelves, if the choice were al- 
" lowed us J and, therefore, I hope we fhall 
agree, to refign our concerns to die difpo- 
fal of a better wifdom than our own. 

When I look back, and refled upon the 
difficuldes, from which I have been re- 
lieved ; and the advantages I,have obtain- 
ed, beyond my former hopes, and proba- 
bilities, it would be very difingenuous in 
me, to diftrefs myfelf about fmall matters. 
Nor need I be over-anxious upon your 
account, for God can as eafiiy provide for 
us, now wc are joined in one intereft, as 
if we had continued feparatc. If we make 
our chief application, for what chiefly de- 
fcrves it, we are affured, that all inferior 
good things, in foeh a meafure, and man-' 
ncr, as is moft expedient for us, will furely 
be added to us. Perhaps we may not be 
rich — no matter. We are rich in Love, 
We are rich indeed, if the promifes, and 
providence of God, are our inheritance. 
And, at prefent, we have every convex 
nience \ and I can think of no one thing; 

really. 
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really defirablc, the grcateft fum of moficy 
could procure us, which we have not al- 
ready, unlefs it were to free us from the - 
ncceffity, of thcfc firequent and long fcpa- 
rations. 

This thought, indeed, were I to yield to 
my firft emotions, would make me more 
fond of gold, than a mifer ; though, in every 
other view, I can defpifc iL But when I 
am cool, as my confcience tells me, that I 
am unworthy of fo great a bleffing; fo my 
experience pcrfuades mc, that probably I 
cannot, as yet, be fafely truftcd with it. 
Perhaps the event might prove worfe, than 
any thing which has hitherto befallen us. 
I am willing, indeed, to hope it would be 
othcrwife, but my heart is jdeceitfiil, and 
has, more than once, deceived me, in this 
very point. I might grow fecure, and gra* 
dually ncglcft, the due improvement of 
fach an addition to my talents. Nay, fuch 
is the unhappy depravity of human nature, 
that I cannot be fure, I might not, in time, 
be permitted, for my punifliment, to for- 
7 g^t 
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get what I owe to you. It is true, that 
at this moment of writings it feems.quife 
as eafy for me, to forget to fpeak> ot to 
breathe; but there is an unhappy grada- 
tion, often obfcrvable in the courfe of life, 
by which, people, from infenfible be^n- 
nings,are carried on to thingSj^ which, once, 
they <:ould not have thought of without 
horror. The firfl: devip,tions from the 
paths of duty, and peace, jre fcafcely dif- 
cernible, but they become wider and wider* 

I muft recal, or foften, this laft fuppo- 
fition; for I cannot bear even to., fuppofe 
it. Can I polTibly forget you? I hppe. 
not. Surely it would be better for me, to 
be condemned to the mines for life, than 
to be deprived of that grateful confidence, 
with which my heart at this inftant over- 
flows, that I am yours, and that you are 
mine. This, I truft, will 'be among the 
lafl refledtions, I fhall be capable of making 
in this world. But that it may be fo, I wifli 
to acquiefce, in whatever methods it fhall 
pleafe God to appoint, for the continuance 
of my afFeftion. Perhaps he fees, that thefe 

Vol, I. M ^ intervals 
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intervals of abfence, are die beft means for 
prcferving me, from an evil, which I dread 
more than a dungeon, or a galley. If it 
were otherwifc, or whenever I attain 
ftrength fufficient to b^ar the indulgence, 
without abufing it, he can eafity put it in 
our power to live together here, till we arc 
meet to be removed to a happy hereafter. 
That great word Etemityy rightly under- 
ftood, is 2L cure tfor every evil, and cafts a 
(hade upon the brighteft profpefts, that 
all on this fide the grave can furnilh. To 
us, I hope, it will be an eternity of happi- 
Aefs. 



% February* 

Among the many congratulations, 
you will probably receive to-day, I believe 
you will think none more fincere, or ac- 
ceptable, than mine ; though, perhaps, 1 
am in nothing more Angular, or unfafhion- 
.able, than in my manner of expreffing 
them. The return of your birth-day, re- 
quires from me, an acknowledgment of 
7 the 
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the fame kind, as the return of my own. 
i commemorate both in the farpe manner. 
I was up long before the fun, this morning, 
to invoke a, bleffing upon you, and to 
pray, that this may prove a happy birth- 
day to you, in my fenfe of the word. I am 
writing in a tornado. The elements feem 
dl at war over my head, but I thank God 
I have peace withrn } and the ftorm' does 
riot interrupt my thoughts of you^ 

The diy reminds me of that (propheti- 
<:al, Ihall I call it) agreement between your 
mother and mine, when we were in lead- 
ing ftrings ; that, if we lived to grow up, 
we ihould be man and wife. There ieems» 
indeed, nothing extraordinary in fuch a 
difcdurfe taking place, between intimate 
friends. But as, afterwards, the intercourfe 
between our families^ was totally broken 
off, for many years, and renewed by me, in 
the mbft contingent, and, as the phrafe is, 
accidental manner, when I did not even 
righdy know your name \ add to this, the 
unufual impreffion, the firft fight of you^ 
made upon my mind, when we were both 
M2 fo 
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fo young, that I knew not what, or why, 
I loved ; and further, the many difficulties 
mhich attended my purfuit, which was 
begun, and carried on for years, againfl: 
die advice, and confent, of all your friends, 
and of all mine, and, what fcemed the 
greateft bar of all, againft your own incli- 
nation likewifci — I fay, taking all thefe 
circumftances together, I cannot but think 
it remarkable, that we were fo particularly 
laid out for each other, when we were in- 
fants. However this may be, I have 
abundant reafon to pr^ifc the Lord, that 
before I had been four years in the world, 
he ihould provide for me, in you, the 
greateft bleffing of my life j with which, 
he purpofed to enhance, and crown all his 
other mercies to me j and that you might 
be, in time, as a guardian angel, to prefcrvc 
me from ruin* I defire to praifc him, for 
all the goodnefe that has followed you, 
from the hour I am commemorating, td 
this day j for the gracious protection which 
preferved you for me, dirough your early 

yearsi 
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years ; for your health, and .fatisfaftion, 
fince you have been mine ; and for ena- 
bling me, thus far, to anfwer the truft yoii 
have rcpofed in me. And, I humbly pray, 
that our affeftions, and engagements, may 
be prefervcd inviolable between ourfelves, 
and in a proper fubordination to what wc 
owe to him, the great Lord of all 



Settera Cruft 6 tebruarj, 

I HAVE calculated, that, if all the 
letters I have fent you, fince our firft part- 
ing, in May, 50, were tranfcribed in 
order, they would fill one hundred and ^ 
twenty fuch (beets' as this, on all fides. 
An eye, lefs favourable than yours, might 
find very many faults, in fo large a collec- 
tion ; but if they have the merit of pleafing 
you, it pleafes me more to have written 
them, than if I had publifhed fo many vo- 
lumes, to be applauded by the world. I 
hope I need not be afhamed of them, if 
M 3 they 
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they were to fall into other hands. I hope 
I have, in genera], exprefled my regard, in 
terms, which realbn and religion will war- 
rant. I confider our union, as a peculiar 
efFea:, and gift, of an indulgent Provi- 
dence i and, therefore,, as a talent to be 
improved to higher ends,, to the promoting 
his will and fervice„ upon earth, and to the 
affifting each other> to prepare for an eter- 
nal ftate, to which, a few years, at the 
/arthefk> will introduce us. Were thefe 
, points wholly negleftcd, however great our 
fttisfaftion might be, for the prefcnt, it 
would be better, never to have feen each 
othci*r fince the time muft^foon come, 
when, of all the endearments of our con- 
nexion, nothing will remain, but the con- 
fcioufiiels;! how greatly we were favoured, 
and how we improved the favours we pof- 
fefled. We IhaU hereafter have reafon to. 
be thankfuUeven for thefe frequent Repara- 
tions, if they Ihould conduce'to fix thefe 
views> more cfFeftually in our minds. With 
fuch thoughts, 1 endeavour to oppofe my 

impatienqtj 
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impwitience to fee you. My occaConal 
anxieties, and my indifference" to every- 
thing around me, when you are not with 
me, I compare to the fenfe.;of feeling, ' 
which often cofts a perfon pain;, but 
if he were deftitute of it, he, would bein^ 
capable of pleafure> and little better than 
dead. If my heart w^re not fufceptivc of 
love and tendernefs, I might efcape many 
a twinge ; but I have not fuffcredenoijgh, 
to make me envy . tbofe, . whpfe wbote 
thought and folicitude, terminate 00 thw 
own dear felves^ 



Stttera Crue^\ at* Ffltmdoy. ' 

What I daily acknowledge, as the 
greatcfl: bleffing of my life, the return of 
this day, reminds me to notice, more par- 
ticularly. It is the annivprfary of our mar- 
riage: a point I had fo much at heart; in 
which I had long, fo little probability of 
fucceeding ; was fo very unworthy of fuc- 
M 4 cefs ^ 
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<efs; and which has fo happily anfwercd^ 
I may indeed (ay, exceeded;, my expefta- 
tions; — When I connder all thefe ijems 
together, I am at a lofs for words> to ex- 
prefs my thankfulnefs to God. For four 
whole years, I have poflefled the height of 
my wiihcs. 1 do not except, even thele 
ncccflary intervals of'abfcnce, becaufe I 
have been enabled to fupport them, as well 
as I myttlf can defirc ; and becaufe the 
Gonfctoufnefs of your afTcftiori, of which, 
acicher abfence, nor dtftance,'can deprive 
me, affords rac a continual feaft, 

I arofe befoie the fun, to pray, and give 
thanks for you, and to beg thac you may 
always fin4> as much fatt&fa£^k)n, as you 
have mfed mc toi and that we may both 
have grace to aft, anfwerably to the ad* 
vantages we have above thoufands* If you 
look round, upon thojfe of your acquaint- 
ance, who have entered the marriage ftate, 
about the time we did, I believe you will 
find but few, who do not, in fome degree,, 
betray a fcnfe of difappointnienti or, who 

a.re 
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are fo entirely fatisficd with each otlier, as, 
I truft, we are. I do not mean to form a 
comparifon with any one, in my own fe- 
vour. Sincerity, and tendcrncls, are the 
chief of my inventory ; but if I ever grow 
richer in accomplifhments, both thepraife, 
and the profit, ought to be yours ; and 
who can tell, how far a defire to appear 
dcferving of you, may, at length, cany 
me? 

The occafion, might now lead mf to a 
more ferious (train, and to 'Confider, how 
we may make thefe bloffoms of temporal 
good, bear fruit for eternity j but for this, 
I fliall at prefent refer you, to what I wrote 
on your birth-day. Let us rememberi 
that in all fituations, whether pleafed, or 
pained, we are equally advancing towards 
an unchangeable eternity. It is a part of 
human happinefs, if rightly underftood, to 
know, that the very beft of it, muft ere 
long be parted with, for fomcthing un* 
fpe^ably better. 

M 5 I STILL 
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Rio Junque^ i March. 
I STILL continue in health, and all 
IS well, excepting one late circumfl:ance> 
which has given me, as you will believe, 
much concern J but I have now got over it; 
Not to keep you in fufpenfe, longer than 
juft to prevent furp«ife, I muft inform you, 
that all my fchemes, in favour of Capt.^ 
!L— , are at an end. I toM you, in a for- 
mer letter, that I had bought a veflel upon 
. the coaft, and had given him the command 
of her. He went from me in good fpN 
rits, and with high hopes, but was feized 
with a fever, before he had left me three 
weeks, which proved fatal to him in about 
eight days. I have been liiuch afFefted 
by this fudden ftroke; I have known him 
long, and believe he had a true regard for 
me : and it was by rny inducement, that lie 
came hither. There are other reafons;for 
iny conceit, which I need nof mention to 

yott. 
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you. But the will of God has taken place, 
and it is my part to fubmit. 

May we both profit from this recent, 
and awfol inftance, of the vanity and un- 
certainty of human life, and of all re^^ting 
to it. A healthy conftitution, and upright* 
ly temper, aflford no fccurity from deaths 
How many fuch, have I fcen cut ofFupoa 
thiscoafti And yet I, though fuppofed 
by many people, to \>t in a confumption, 
and not likely to hold put for one yoyage» 
am preferved from year to year ! Let u$ 
feel the expediency of preparing for a 
change, which, fooner or la^ter, we muft 
experience. The death of every friend, 
is^a warning to the furvivors. And yours 
and mine will, perhaps, by fome of our ac- 
quaintance, who knew how much we loved> 
and how happy we were in each. other, be 
alledged, as a new proofi that ty^n thofc 
temporal fatisfadions, whici> wi)l beft^jijbi^f}^ 
the teft of refledlion, are, no lefs fr^j ^nct 
tranfient, than any other.. v\ ,v , ; 

I am in fuch a fcene of confufion, and 
M 6 noife. 
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noiiCf diat I hardly know what I wtite* I 
only read^or diink, as k were> by (larts. 



At Sea^ % April. 

It is a* whole fbrtmght lince I wrote 
to you, and ftcms to mc mtich longer. I 
know you will charge my filcnce, to the 
hurry of bufineis, and not to negl^. But 
I can now make you amends, by inform* 
uig you, that I am, once more, clear of the 
coaft di Guinea. I failed from Shebar, 
yefterday morning. I have left my chief 
mate, Mr. W— , in poflcflion of the Race- 
Horie, (the veflel which I purchafed for 
Capt. L.) whh about a thouland pounds 
worth of my cargo, which I could not dif- 
pofc ofi in the limited term of my ftay on ' 
the coaft; w^ich I hope will feve the voy- 
age to the owners. As to my own profit, 
though it may not be fo great, as might 
have been expcdtcd, I hope it will be-fuf^ 
ficicnt. A fafe return to you, will make 
up all deficiencies. 

3 This 



^ ■ ■■ '*-^ 



This has been a ffttal feafon, to man/ 
pcrfons upon the coaft. I <hink I never 
before heard, of fo many dead, loft, or de- 
ftroyed, in one year. But I have been kept 
in perfedt health, and have buried neither 
White, nor Black. Let us praiie God, for 
his Angular goodnefi to us, and take en- 
couragement' to hope and pray, that he* 
will crown this voyage alfo, with a com'* 
fortable meeting. Amen. 



Ai Sea, 18 April, 

A FEW days ago, I informed yoi^ 
that 1 had left Africa, in good health wd 
fpirits. It has now pleafed God, to give 
me in my own perfon, an eKperience of 
that uncertainty of all human afiairs, which 
I have fo often ri!marked> in the concerns 
ofofhers* 

I have bf^m ill three days, c^a fever,- 
which, thou^ it is> at prefent, attended 
widi no fymptomsy pardcuhrly dangerous, 

it 
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it behoves me to confiderj m^ terminate 
in death. I hkve endeavoured to compofe 
m]rfelf to the fummons, if it fhould ib 
prove. And I h(^ I may fay^ I am^ in 
fome meafure, ready to live or to die^ as 
may be appointed ; and that I defire not to 
choofe for myfelf, in this cafe^ more than 
in any other. One fpecious excufe, with 
which I have often covered my dcfirc of 
life^ was, that I might have opportunity of 
doing fomcthing for the glory of God, and 
the good of my fcllow-crcaturesi that I 
might not go quite ufelefs out of the world. 
But, alas! I have fo litde improved the 
talents, and occafions, which have been 
already aSbixled me, that 1 am afhamed 
to offer this plea any mpre. My only re- 
maining conceiiQ, is upon. your account; 
and, even in that, I am in a meafure re- 
lieved, from the followiiig confiderations. 
My firft, and principal confolatiptb i& 
in the hope, that we art both binder <hc: 
influence of religious ptiocipifS) 4nd that 
you> as well as myfel^ are perfuaded^ that 

no 
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no trouble, or change, can befall us by 
chance. Whenever a feparadon ifaall take 
place, as, if not now, it Iboner or later 
muft i it will be, by the exprefs aft and 
will, of the fame wife and good Provi- 
dence, which brought us together at firft; 
has given us fo much, in each other, al- 
ready, and has cpntmually fhieldcd us, as 
yet, from the various harms, which have 
been fatal to many of our acquaintance. 
Farther, I confidcr, that Th'e time ts Jbort. 
If I go now, in a few years, perhaps much 
fooncr, you will follow me, I hope, in the 
fame path', depending wholly on the divine 
mercy, through faith in the blood,- and 
mediation, of Jefus Chrift our Redeemer, 
according to tlic plain^ literal terms, of the 
gofpeU, it i^»ia thiy.feith I am. bow hap- 
py. This beax^' me, in a nieafure, above 
my fears and fins, above; my fickncfs, and 
above the;, many agreeable views, 1 had 
fornied.,in;n)y mii\d>.upon a happy return 
to you, ,lvlay this he.yoqr fupporf, yoMr 
guide, and fhield, and I can a(k no more 

for 
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for you. Then you wiO, at \2&j attain 
compkce and unfading happiiiefs ; and we 
fhall meet again, and, perhaps, to join in 
recolled!ing the Icenes, we have been en- 
gaged in together, while upon earth. Then, 
probably, we fhall cleariy fee, what I now 
believe; and from which I derive, another 
reaibn for acquiefcence % that, as the good- 
nefs of God firft joined us, fo, it was his 
mercy that parted us agaih. Mercy to 
each, to both of us. 

We have, perhaps, been fometimes, too 
happy in each other ; to have been always, 
or longer fo, might have betrayed us into a 
dangerous fccurity. We might have forgot- 
ten our prefent duty, and our future dtflina- 
tion. It has been tod much the cafe already : 
I have gready failed myfeU^ and I have been 
but a poor example for ydu. Should it, 
therefore, pleafe God to make my death, 
the happy occafion of fixing your depcnd- 
ance, hope, and defire, upon him alone, 
furely I can fay^ Thy wffl be dbnc. My 
heart Meeds, when I reprefent to mylel^ 

the 
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the grief, with which fuch an event would 
overwhelm you. But I know, that He can 
moderate and fandtify it, and give you 
caufe, hereafter, to fay. It was good for 
you to have been fo afBidbed ; and, ere 
long, die time will come, when aU tears 
fhall be wiped, both from your eyes and 
mine. 



At S^df 30 Afn% 

It has pleafed God to give tnt 
another reprieve. The fever has left me, 
and i feel my ftrcngth returning. You 
will congracukte mc on my recovery. I 
thank you. But let us not be too fecure. 
A relapfe may foon happen i or twenty un- 
forefeen 'events, may, without ficknefs, 
prove equally decifive. I hope I am, in 
ibmc meaiure, thankful for the prefent, 
and not anxious about the future ; for the 
Lord will appoint, what is bell for us. 
My head was much cOnfufedj when I 

wrote 
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wrote laft \ but I ihall let it ftand, as a fpe* 
cimen of my thoughts, in the hour of trial. 
I endeavoured, from the firft, to compofe 
my mind for departure hence, if fuch 
fliould be ,the will of God. And my be- 
lief of die Gofpel, (which I once delpifed) 
made me tofcrably cafy> and refigned* 
When this grand point, was, according to 
my poor attainment, fetded, you were thc. 
chiefi the folc objeft of my remaining fo- 
licitude J and I was defirous of leaving a 
few lines, while the fever did not render 
me quite incapable of writing, to certify 
you, in what manner, 1 waft cnaUed to 
meet my fummons ; and to leave you my 
farewel advice, my blelTing, and my thanks. 
But before I could finilh what 1 intended^ 
the occaiion was mercifully removed. 
/ I hope the remembrance of this vifita- 
jtion, will be a long, and conftant benefit tq 
me ; and will give me, a better /fenfc of 
the value of health, which I had been (a* 
voured with fo long, that it feemed almoft 
9 thing of courfc. I blcis God, for reftor- 
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ing it to me again. If it be his will) 1 
ihall be giad to live a little longer, upon 
many accounts ; and, among the chief, for 
your fake. And Oh ! may it p]ea(e him> 
to fpare you for me, likewife, and to grant 
that we may again meet in peace ! My 
eyes will not yet alk)w me to write much* 



At Siaf 16 May> . 

I SEND this, by a veflel, which will 
probaUy arrive in England, before you can 
have any news of me, from St. Chrifto- 
pher's, to inform you, that the Lord has 
brought u& fafely, within about a week's 
fail of diatlfland. I have before mention-* 
ed the death of Capt. L — , which was, 
indeed, a trial 5 but I foon acquiefced, as, I 
ought always, in the wiU of God. . Whw 
J confider. It is the Lord, (hould not I addjj 
Let him do as feemeth him good ? 

There is, indeed, one trial, to which I 
always ftand expofed j (hould this come. 
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my heart and confcitnce give me caufe to 
fear> thatj not only moral arguments,, but 
the poor attainments I have made in re- 
ligion, would fail, unleis I was immediate- 
ly ftrcngthencd from above. And I hum- 
bly trull I fhall be, if I am ever called to a 
fcene, which, at prefent, overpowers my 
ipirits, when I but tranficndy think of it. • 
Yes ! God could enable me, to refign you. 
alio ! He has promifed ftrength accord^ 
iogtoourday» an^ he is compa(Iionate„ 
and faithfuL 

Since I left Africa, I have been ill off a 
fever. It was rather violent, but unat- 
tended with pains, deliriumj^or any threat- 
ening (ymptom, and teded but eight or ten 
days. Though it was not of the mod 
dangerous fpecies, I thought it right, to 
confider it, as a warning* to prepare for 
eternity : and I praife God, the principles,' 
upon which I aim to reft my hope, when 
in health, did not fail me in ficknefi. In 
furrendering myfclf efntircly, to the mercy, 
and care, of" my Lord and Saviour, my 

hopes 
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hopes fo much exceeded my fears, that, 
had it been his will, I fccmed contented to 
give up, even all thofe profpetSts, which 
your love, and a happy return to you, af- 
forded me ; (for, at that time, no other 
temporal profpefts, liad the leaft weight 
with me) and to have died, in the midft 
of the pathlefs ocean, at a diftance from 
every friend. If my {^tSi^ had' not failed, 
I Ihould have died praying, that you might 
be fupported, and rhe ftroke fandlified to 
you. I wrote a letter to you in my illnefs 
(confufed as my head was,) when I was 
not without apprehenfion, that it would be 
the laft fervice, my hand would perform for 
me. But the Lord has been merciful to 
me : I am not only ftill living, but pcrfed- 
ly recovered ! 



Wb 
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St. Kkfjf Sandy PoiaU 30 A^^« 

We arrived here the 21ft inft. and 
I received your dear, oblig^g letter^ of the 
i6di February. 

Before now, I hope you have received 
an account^ of my celebrauon of your 
birdi-day, and, the happy confequence of 
it, the day of our marriage- You fay, you 
endeavoured to imitate me, on the return 
of thefe days, not only in obferving them, 
but in the fame manner. My own at- 
tempts, arc fo unfuitable to what I could 
wifh, that I cannot fuppofe yours inferior 
to them. I hope you wUl always copy, 
after a more pcrfcd pattern. Our pray- 
ers have been thus far anfwcred; and 1 
hope, the hour of meeting, is not very dif- 
tant. You will be the more fenfible of this 
mercy, when you receive inftM-mation of 
my illnefs, on the paflage, and that my 
life was, for a day or two, thought very 
<3uhious, by thofe about me. My health 

was 
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was rellored at fca ; but for want of frelTi 
provifions, and proper nourifhment, (for I 
had diftributed my flock among the fick 
feamen, before I was taken ill myfelf) 1 
continued rather £unt and weak \ but now^ 
at Mr. G — 's, I have not only neceflaries, 
but delicacies, and allow myfelf more in- 
dulgence than ufual, with a view of re- 
cruiting, 

I am glad you think my pifture like me, 
I cannot perfuade myfelf to think fo of 
yours ; yet I frequendy look at it, and talk 
to It, becaufe you fat for it ; and I can fup- 
ply the defefts of it, from my mind, where 
the dear original is painted, or rather en- 
graved, to the greateft.exactnefs. There,. 
I have traces impreffed, which no pencil 
^ould copy; a lively reprefentation, not 
only oilyour perfon, but of your heart. 

Now and then, I have been conftrained 
to omit our noon-tide appointment ; but, 
in general, I have obferved it with much* 
pleafure, and have found it, one of my beft 
alleviations of your abfence. At prefent, 

the 
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the time falls out with me, about eight, in. 
the morning, which is ratlier inconvenient ; 
but I try to "make it up, more or Icfs, 
through the day j and I believe, that one 
waking hour of my life, Cnce I parted 
with you, has feldom p^d, without ibme 
breatliing of prayer in your behalf. 



San<ij'Point^ 7 June. 

I HAVE found fewer opportunities 
of writing, than I cxpe6led ; but, before 
the clofe of this month, I hope to be at 
fea myfclfi on my way home. Remember 
what I have formerly written, upon fuch 
pccafions, to prevent your uneafmefs ; or. 
rather, remember what the Lord has writ- 
ten, for our encouragement. When thou 
paffeft through the waters, I will be with 
thee. In all the dangers, and difficulties^ 
that may afFeft either of us, our God is 
ever prefent. May we learn* to Ian<5lify 
him, in our hearts, and to make him our 

dread. 
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^rcad, and we need fear nothing. It is 
my daily, earneft prayer, that you may find 
pea'ce and 'comfort, in his promifes, which 
are all yea and amen, in Jefus otir Re- 
deemer, to them who truft in his atone- 
ment, and mediation. If we have him on 
our fide, nodiing can be againft us, fo as to 
feparate us from his love. Through him> 
we fhall prove more than conquerors* 
But if we rely on ourfelves, or on any 
thing elfe, Ihort of that only rock of lalva- 
tion, we ihdil be confufed and fliaken. 

The enclofed was written, chiefly, dur- 
ing my ficknefs, after leaving theiroaft. I 
had fome expeftation, it would have been 
my laft; but God was merciful to me, 
I dcfired to live, upon your account, and 
my defire was granted. At prefent, I am 
in pe^feft health, and happy, in the hope 
of being foon reftored to you again. 



Vou I. * N 



HAVE 
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Samdj PoiJit, 13 Jtini. 

I HAVE picked up a valuable ac- 
<]uaintance here^ of whom I hope to tell 
you more, (bon* I was going to fay^ be is 
one of my ftamp; but he is far beyond me, 
in all that I moil jdtfire. I hope his ex* 
am{^^3 and converfe, wijl prove to my ad- 
vaptage. We are always together, when 
bufineis will permit : and the laft fortnight 
has been the moft pleafant time I have 
fpent, during my abfence from you. To be 
from you, is, indeed, an abatement to every 
pleafure. But I hope^ I make fome ad- 
vance, in fidnniflion to the will of God; 
I have refigned all into his hands, and, 
while feparate from you, that is, from all 
tjxait I hold dear in this world, I perceive, 
in Ibme degree, his prefencc, whofcloving- 
kindnefs is better than life idelf. 

A veffel arrived to-day from London, 
which brought many letters, but none for 
mc. l£ is no matten I truft in the Lord, 

and 
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and this keeps me from uneafmcis. I was 
more afraid tlian hurt;, for want of ktters 
here, laft voyage ; and I hope, 1 ihall not 
be weak enough, to grieve again, without 
juft grounds. 



I ^EFT St. Kittys, the 20th inft. and 
am now> about 600 miles, on my way 
homewards, in perfeft health, and peace. 

I had a facramental opportunity while 
diere, on Whitfunday, and was glad to em- . 
brac6 it. The fcrvice was, indeed, poor- 
ly adminiftered, by a man, whofe only 
diftinguifhing mark of a minifter, I.believe, 
was his gown and fuiplice. But I aimed, 
eo look beyond the man, to the Lord ; and 
I hope I received a bleffing. You may 
be fure, I thought of you upon the occa- 
fion. I hoped, that you were engaged, 
that day, iri the fame manner ; and I ear- 
ncftly prayed, (as I do daily) that every 
N 2 appointed 



268 Letters to a fFift. 

appointed mean of Jff2s:t^ may be. made 
cflfeAual to your prelent comfort, and final 
lalvation. This is the one thing needful 
which I afk with folicitude. I am more 
cool, as to ovir temporal concerns; becaufe 
1 know, we are not competent to choofc 
for ourfelves ; and, therefore, I am content 
with begging a blcfling upon them, in ge- 
neral terms ; fo far as they may mod con- 
duce, to the promoting his glory, and our 
eternal welfare ; rcfigning the particulars, 
to the wife, and merciful di^ofal of God 
And I can fay, to his praife, that things 
never fuccecded more to my mind, tha^ 
fincc I Jiave been taught;, to aim at this 
method. May we be intcrefted In the co- 
venant, which is well ordered, in all points, 
and fure ; and then, both great mercies,^ 
and fmall mercies, (if any mercies could, 
with propriety, be deemed fmall) will be 
ours of courfe. Then we need be anxious 
about nothing; but, as occafions arife, 
make known our requefh to God; and, if 
what we afk be really good for us, we ihall 

certainly 
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certainly have it. The apoftle's argu- 
ment, upon this head, is unanfwerable. 
He that (pared not his own fon, but de- 
Kvered him up for us all, how (hall he not, 
with him alfo, freeljr give us all things ? 
That powerful love, which brought down 
the Moft High, to a(rume our nature, to 
fuffer, and to die for us, will not permit 
dioic who depend on him, to want what is 
reall; gpod for them* 



To-MbRRow vrill be a feaft-day 
with you, if, as I hope, you are wqll > Mji 
ihou^ts and prayers will attend y(Ai» a^ 
the Lord's table. May you have hi& pr c;* 
iiencc and bleffing, in all his ordinances \ It 
is my allotment, to be feldom fitvoured^ 
with the benefit of Cbriftian communiodi 
and public ordinances. But, I thank the^ 
Lord, I know that He, who is rich in mer- 
^y^, is m every place, equally nigli to all 
N 3 who 
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who cal) upon h'un. Neither in the wikJ& 
of Guinea^ nor in the pathlefs ocean^ am 1 
wholly without hb gracious prefcnce, Yet^ 
were it lawfol for mc to choofe, I .wodd 
rather be a door-keeper in d>e houfe pf 
Godi thau to dwcU in ljpJctidour> at a drf- 
fance from itv However^ it is a great &•<• 
cis&^tion to iivej^ chat you> who are dear to 
l^e as my own heartj^ have always in yout 
power, the privileges^ which are Uit^noviF 
aod then permitted tp me. 

Two very different errors arc {requent> 
concerning the Lord's fupper. The firfl 
is, of liiere who keep away». becaufcj as 
i^ tujf^ Cfaty we ttoworcKy. If they mean» 
tad thUy ti« decerrmned to perfift i&. tho& 
couirflsi whidl aic dir e£tly contrary to this 
dofigo; Krf'our Rcdeender^s life and death, 
Aey C9ft»nly Iwre no bufinefs at his table. 
Bliei«hs1 what will they do, if death 
flk)<M'f|bmm^M''them3t m dns harden^ed 
difpolidoni ' to his tribunal ? But with re- 
fpc€t to thde, who mourh for their finsj^ 
and ftrive, ancl'pray againft. tbem, it is an 

artifice 
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artifice of the tempter, to deter them from 
the Lord's table> becaufe they are finners 5 
when it is a fure, and glorious truth, that 
finners arc the very perfons invited. The 
whole need not the Phyfician, but the 
fick. AH the ordinances, and particularly 
this^ are defigned, to ftrengthen the weak, 
to confirm the doubtful^ and to raift them 
chat are fallen. Unbelief and a legal 
temper, difhonour the goipel> and difijuic^ 
the ibul; and, indeed, the objeAioi^ t^ 
feunded in pride, fox they owh, that if they 
Verc better, as it is caUed, they would 
€eadtly<attirnd. But k » beft fbr^> i» re* 
mkSnce aU Ibemi^g good in 0iir(elves,iu4> 
^-,h<j^&, i)V^thle£i finnc^> to rejy 
wholly on the mercy. <rf Goc^ ill jfefer 
Chrift. 

There is an oppofitc error. Many rufflr 
upon this facrament,. as thorugh it were a 
mere ceremony; or a civil inftitution, ta 
-qualify for an office k o? a fpongc,^ wipe; 
off their paft offfcnas, that thcymay be- 
gin. a. new fcore.. They have na fenfc of ' 
N4. ' the. 
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the cvi! of fin, ahd, therefore, cannot know 
their need of a Saviour. But they pre- 
fume, that God is merciful, and are qui^ 
cted. He is, indeed> merciful beyond 
our conception, and he has (hewn himfelf 
fo, in the method of reconciliation 5 bufc 
he has declared the way, in which he will 
Ihew mercy, and there is no other. For 
a perfon to partake of that breads and of 
that cup, which exhibit to us the forr.ows> 
and fufFerings, of the Son of God, for out 
fins, and yet wilfully to continue, in th« 
practice of thole fins, which coil: him afl 
his agomes, in the garden, and uppn the 
crofs, to expiate; is, as much as in him 
lies, to crucify the Son of God afrclh, and 
to put him to open Ihame. 



At Siay 13 yuly, . 

Of all the authors I have read, who 
have occafionally treated of a married life, 
and of the inadvertencies on both fide^ 

by 
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by which it is too often rendered unhappy; 
I do not remember one, who has touched 
upon the great evil of all; I mean, our 
wretched propenfity, to lay the foundadon 
of our propoied happinefs, independent of 
God. If we are happy, in a mutual afFec^ 
tion, when we fct out, we arc too apt to 
think, that nothing more is waiting; aqd ta 
fuppoie our own prudence, and good judg4 
ment, fufficient to carry us on to the ei)d» 
But that it is not ioy in fa6b, we have daily 
proof, from the example of numbers, who, 
notwithftanding a fincerc regard to each . 
other, at firft, and the advantages of good 
&nky and good temper, in general, yet, 
by fome hidden caufes, gradually become 
cool, and indifferent; and, at length, burv 
denfbme,. perhaps,, hateflil to each other* 
This event is often noticed, and excites 
furprife, becaufe few can properly account 
for it. But I fee few marriages commen-t 
ced, which give me hope of a more fa-^. 
vourable iffue. 

It is an undoubted truth, that the Moftr 
N5 High 
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High Godj who is ever prefent with^ and 
over his creatiires« is the audior^ and giver, 
of all that is a^eeable^ or comfortable to 
vsyin diis world. .We cannot be either 
ttify- in. our ourfelves> or acceptable to 
others, hut by his favour; and^ therefore, 
when we prefume to ufe hb creature com-- 
ibrtSy wkhout confulting, and acknow* 
led^g him in them, his honoiir is con- 
cerned to difappoint us. Dreaming of 
fore £ms£i&ion> in the profecudon> or 
cnjoymeat, of our own defires, we do 
but imitate the btrilders of Babel, who 
^id. Go to, let us build a tower, to get 
ourlelves a name* So we, too often, 
when circumftances fmile upon us, vainly 
thin}c of fecuring happineis upon earth ; a 
Icnfual happine&, and on an earth that 
ftands accurfed, and fubjeA to vanity, for 
our fins. In every ftacc and fcene of life, 
tliere are infbmces of this folly; but per* 
haps it is, in no one, mo^ ihfinuadng and 
plaufible, than in the commencement of 
marriage^ between thofc, whofc hearts are 

united. 
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tnuied. Butal^&I God loakk down tapoA 
fuch j(hort*fightcd projeftor^, as he did 
upon thofe of old. He pours contempt 
upon their d£%ns i he divides their lan« 
gaagei he permits feparate views and in*^ 
tcrefts to rife in then: ipindsf, their Tait 
icheme of happinefs' degenerates into coa^ 
fiiiion, and they are left under the reproach» 
of having begun to bui^, what they will 
never be abfc to finifh. This is the true 
caufe> of half the uahapp^inefe complained 
pf^ and obfeirved among thoft^ , who come 
fogeth^ by^ their own confent. Not for 
want of gpod-will at.firfty nor {or want of 
any neceffiuy- qualification in themfelvesi 
but j^caufe> negleding to own> and to feek 
God in their concerns, he has refufed them, 
that blefling, without which no imion can; 
fobfift. 

You will not aflc me, how we fet oui^. 
a^d in what manner^ opt hapj;^ connexioa 
has been pondufted^ But perhaps you will^ 
fee muci^reafon to aik, (I am fure I iQ\ 
why we have fuccccdcd fo much better. 
N6 than 
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than others ; and why we, unlike the riroft' 
of our acquaintance, have prcfcrved our 
regard unabated, and all our obligations 
freih upon our minds, into the middle rf 
our fifth year ? I cannot pretend, that k 
is owing to my being duly dependant, 
and humble, in afcribing all my bleflings 
to the Lord ; or to my having enjoyed 
them, with an eye to his glory. (Alas, 
I have given way to evils, which I knew, 
I ought to avoid ; and have negleded the 
good, to which my confcience called me.) 
But it is, becaufe the Lord, in all his deal- 
ings with me, has been wonderfully, fin- 
gularly, mercifid and favourable. By his 
grace, he brought me firom a ftate of 
i^oftafy, to the knowledge of his go(pel; 
and by his gooi) Providence, he has no Ids 
diitinguilhed me m temporals. He brought 
me, as I may fay, out of the fend of Egypt^ 
out of the houie of bondage; from flavery 
and fiimine, on the coaft of Africa, into my 
prelent eafy ficuation. And he tm>ugh^ 
&e, from the moft abandoned icenesiof 
'■ ■ profligacy^ 
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profligacy, when I was funk, into a com-- 
placcncjrwith the vilcft wretches j to make 
me happ7j in the pofieifion of your heart, 
and perlbn. And thus, he has continued 
to me,. in your love, and its endearing con- 
fequences, all that I hold valuable in lifcy 
for fo many years ; though I have not en- 
deavoured, in the manner I ought, to de- 
ferve you, for one whole day. Often, the 
confcioufncfs of my difingenuous beha- 
viour> has made my heart tremble, upon 
your account. I have feared, left you 
fliould be fnatched away, for my punifti- 
ment. But the Lord is God, and not 
man. As in a thoufand inftances, fo par- 
ticularly in this, I may well fay. He has 
not dealt with me, according to my fins,- 
nor rewarded me after my iniquities. He 
has neither feparated us by death, nor in- 
volved us in heavy affiidions, nor fuffered 
our affFe£tions to fail. Let us praife him 
for thefe three articles, for there is fcarcely 
one couple in a thoufand, that is favoured 
with them all> for an equsd fpace of time* 

Mr. 
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Mr. Addifon h^treat^rd^wit^ pi'-<^pnct]v 
Qn the want of compilative, die imprc^r 
Crcedoms, and fcveral other failing, whicl^ 
^ougb, feemingly, of no great immediate 
knportance thcmfclves, may, in time, give 
rife to ferious, and abiding dilgufts. The.r 
fdults which ho mentions, are to he guard- 
ed againft} but to attend to thefe only^, 
ytill not be fufficient. Philofopby, and? 
reafoning, have their ufe; but re]igioi>> 
^one can teach us, how to u(e the gooci 
things of this world, without abuflng (hemi; 
and to make our earthly comforts, bleff> 
ings indeed ; by improving them to at 
ferthcr view j by tracmg them, as ftreams,, 
to their fountain i by extending our views,, 
from tim« to c;temity; and nukii^g our 
munial aifedion, a mean,^, of raifing oun 
delires to the gptut Lord of all. But: 
herein, alas! I have g^atly failed hitherto. 
And perhaps tlus is the reaibi), why I am.- 
fo long, and ib often, Separated from you. 
I now fee> that I nuy number it^ aoioiag 
my great^ft mercies, that I was not p^r 

mittcd 
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flitted to remain always at home with you# 
Perhaps, by this rime, I might have been 
hardened, into an entire neglect of my* 
duty to God, and my moft elTential duty 
to you. But, by being forced to leave you^ 
again and again, I have had opportunity, 
and leifure, for rcfledtion, and, I would ^ 
hope, at length, for repentance. You 
have been much miftaken, in your opinion 
of me. Your kind partiality has thought 
me very good, when, indeed, I have been 
very bad \ very infenfible, and ungrateful^ 
not only to God, but even to you. I have 
not properly anfwered, the truft you have 
rcpofed in me ; but, I hope, I ftiall be en- 
abled to amend. > 

You fay, you (bmetimes fliew mylet-^ 
ters. Though moft ofthcm are in an un- 
faihionable ftrain, I am not very felicitous 
who may fee them. I write from my 
keirt; from a heart, ithat is not aihamed 
(exceptti^ as I have acknowledged above) 
in any thing relating to you. A heart, 
. that 
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that hardl7 beats, but in concert to fbme 
earneH: wifli for your welfare. A hearty 
that always feels the fmalleft inftance of 
your kindnefs. A heart, that would give 
up every pleafure, this world can afford^ 
rather than lofe the joy it feels in being 
yours, and that you own an interefl in it. 
A heart, that would welcome any temporal 
troubles, that might be a mean of Bnal 
good to you. — Thus far I can go. — There 
was a time, when I could have gone far- 
ther. Do not think my love impaired, 
becaufc I now defire to ftop here. There 
was a time, (what a mercy, that the, Lord 
did not tear my idol from me) when you 
had that place in my heart, which is only 
due to him, and I regarded you as my chief 
good. But I hope that time is pad ; and 
never did I wifti fo eamcftly, for the firft 
proo& of your afTeflion, as I do now^ that ' 
you may be enabled to reftrain it within 
due bounds; and that your regatd may 
not prevent you, from confidering xne as a 
frail, poor, mutable creature> unable of 

myfclfi 
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fnyfelf, to procure you any real good^ or 
to fhicld you from the Imalleft evil. Oh, 
may we adore hiniy who provided us for 
each other ; who brought m together, and 
has fparcd us fb long I May we love each 
other till death, yea, I hope, in a future 
ftate, beyond death ! And, in order to this, 
may we, in the firft place, love hirti with 
all our heart, and foul, and ftreagth, whd 
firft loved us, and gave himfeif for us, to 
renew our forfeited dde, to the good things 
of both worlds^ and to wa(h us from our 
fins, in his own blood.^ This was love 
in(^eed ! Where were^ the fenfibility, and 
ingenuouihefs of ipirit, which we feme- 
^imes think we poflefs, that this im^ak^ 
able lover of fouls, has been no more 
noticed, no more admired, and beloved, 
by us hitherto. Lord ! make us par- 
takers of thy divine nature^ ht thou art 
Love t 
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Tou will obfeifveji I have of lair I 

jm<k aa alteration in mf poft^dajrtL bi*- 
Scad of a few lines; two or three times a. 
week, I now write a. whole 0ic€t cveiySa.* 
turday; and in the choice of a fubjedt^. i 
kave an eye to the fervicc of the following 
day. Thus I indulge my inclination in. 
wntif^ to you^ wijdbaut hreciking^the i»k ^ 

Lliavc* for.fome time pa(t» prefcribed to 1 

fldyfelf: the forenoon of Saturday^ LaUo# 
Ibr.rciaiuaioiii but when i»hai(e dmo^ i£ 
tm uBceSEaj biifinefs prevents jMy^il^fh* 
4itMKMrfi(>:abftGai% my mind^-oki watrUiif 
fcofoms^ and to prepare for thei^)piV)adfe 
ingiaUiatU . ' n 

I npY^ 1XIC9D to give you i^mcaccouoti 
how lpfL& a Sea^Sun<lay, when Lam?£fct 
vourcd with a tolerable frame of mindyA©4 
am enabled, by the grace of God, to obtain 
fome tolerable mattery over the incum- 
brances of die flelh, and the world, which. 
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In my beft hoursi arc too prevalent with 
me. ' 

My evening devotbns, when bpportu- 
-fticy permits, commence abwt fix o*clock; 
tlie wcdc, and •the month round ; and ^I 
anij fometimes, engaged a fdl hour, of 
more, in prayer and praift, without any 
remarkabk wearinefs, or repetition. ToU 
furnilh me with much lub^ft for both, 
pn a Saturday evening, in particular, I beg 
a bleflSng upon jrour Sunday, upon yo«t 
publk worlhip, and retboment; And ^% 
I know, that where you are, you are txi^ 
avoidahij^ expoTed to triifUng conipflmy,! to 
whom aM d^ are alike,; i pra$t> "diit you 
loay' fai^ fiiieldcd from their aril iafluaicpi 
I have lilKVofe to pray for others ; for our 
friends ; for .many of diem l^. name, and 
according to the knowledge I have of their 
drqumftances^r and extend my ,pecitioi1s 
to the general flate t>f the world,, that- 
(hey who are (grangers to th'e^ g<'^}> in. 
which I have found fo much peace, may 
be brought to the knowledge of i£jL and 

ibat 
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that thef who ncglc£l» and dcfpife it^ as I 
once did, may, like me, obtain mjercy. 
When thefc, and other points, arc gone 
ovcry and my praifes offered, for our tem- 
poral aad fpiritiial Uefljfigs> and likcwife, 
my repeated confeflions of the fins of my 
chiklhood, youdi, and advanced years, as 
they occur to my remembrance, you will, 
not wonder, that an hour is elapfed. The re- 
mabder of the evening,! pafs in ruminating^ 
on the mercies ofthc preceding week; the 
fubjcfts of my reading, or whatever I oul 
pick ufeful felf-conference from. 

I ufittUy rife at four, on a Sunday morn- 
ing. My firftemploy, istobegabkffing 
vgpon the day, for us both} for allt who^ 
like you, are preparing to wwt upon God 
in public, and for all, whd, like myfclf, arc^ 
for a time, excluded fix)m that privilege- 
To this, fucceeds a ferious walk up<Mi 
deck. Then I read two or three fele6k 
chapters. At brcakfaft, I eat and drink, 
more than I talk j for I have no one here,, 
to join in fuch converlation, as I ihould 

then- 
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then choofe. At the hour of your going 
to church, I attend you in my mind, with 
another prayer ^ and at eleven o'clock, the 
(hip*s bell rings my own little congre- 
gation about me. To them I read the 
morning fcrvice, accordbg to the Liturgy, 
Then I walk the deck, and attend my ob- 
fcrvation, as we call it; that is, to know, 
by the fun, (if it fhines) at noon, the lati- 
tude the (hip is in. Then conies dinner. 
In the afternoon, I frequently take a nap, 
for half an hour; if not, I read, or write in 
a book, I keep for that purpofe. I wait 
upon you again to church, in the after- 
Qoon, and convene my (hip's company, as 
in the morning. At four o'clock, I drink 
tea, which recruits my fpirits for the even* 
ing. Then another fcripture leflbn, and 
a walk, brings fix o'clock, which, I have 
told you, is my hour for ftated prayer. I 
remember you then again, in the mod par* 
tlcular manner, and, in trufl that you are 
ftill preferved in fafety, for me, I endea- 
vour 
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vour to praife the Lord for his goodnefsi 
fo long vouchfafed to us. 

But sdas, when I look back) open a day 
Q)ent in this manner, I cannot exprefs bow 
much I hzv6 to mourn over, and be 
afliamed of, at night* Oh ! the wanderings^ 
and faintnefe, of my prayers; the diftrac- 
tion of cny thoughts; the coklneis of my 
l^eart, and the fecret workings of pride, 
which debafe, and corrupt^ my beft fer-r 
vices. In fhort, cvoy thing is wrong* 
But I remember, that I am not under the 
law, but under grace. I rely on die pro* 
mifed mediation of my Saviour; renounce 
my own poor performances, and implore 
mercy, in his na^ie^ and for his fake only, 
ini that fets all to rights. I netxl no one 
to pronounce an abiblution to me ; I can' 
tell myfelf, that my fins are forgiven me, 
becaufe I know in whom J have believed/ 
This leads me to praife and adore him, 
that I was born in an age, and country, 
favoured with the light of the golpel ; when 
theny are millions of my fpccies, who 
3 have 
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liave neither the means of grace, nor the 
hope of glory -, and farther, diat I have 
been called out, from the unhappy apofta-^ 
ijr, and licentioufntfs, and miftrry, into 
which I had plunged myfclf i when many 
thoufands, who never offended to the de- 
gree I have, are either fufiered to go on, 
from bad to worfe, till there Is no hope, or 
are cut off by a ftroke, and fink into end- 
fcfs mifery, in a thoughtlefi moment ! Lord, 
not unto me, but unto Thee be the praife. 
It was^ wholly the eflPeft of thy grace; for 
thou would'ft be found of me, when I had 
not the leaft inclination to ieek thee ! 

Though I have given you this account, 
chiefly of my pafling a Sunday, it will in 
the main, ferve for the hiflory of any day, 
in any week, fince I left St. Chriftopher^s, 
It is thus I am enabled, ardently as I k>ve 
you, to fupport your aWence, without im- 
patience 1 thou^ a re-union to you, iiich 
as our two former, includes all I can wifb, 
as to temporals. And 1 truft, he who has 
brought me iafely, over two thirds of the 

ocean. 
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ocean, that was lately between us, will do 
the reft, in his own good houn And, in 
the mean while, bleflcd be his name, my 
rime docs not hang heavy upon my hands^ 
I truft you choofe him for your portion 
alfo. Thus we (hall bear reparation better, 
and be more happy when together, than 
formerly. And when we are called finally 
to part, (as, fooner or later, v/e muft) He 
will ftrengthen us, according to the day of 
our trouble, and will affuredly unite us 
^gain, to unipeakable advantage s and place 
us beyond the reach, of every trial, and 
every evil 



At Sea, s Augufi. 

If our reckonii^ are right, I am 
now within a day's fail of Ireland j and I 
m^y hope, (if the fair wind contmues) to 
fee Liverpool within a week. My paflage 
tlius far, like all the paflages I have made, 
fincc you have owned an intereft in me, 

has 



Third Voyage to Africay 17 54. 289 

•has been remarkably exempted from dif- 
agreeabie events, and apparent dangers. 
As I hope I (hall not have occafion to fend 
you another Weekly (heet, before I fee 
you, I would employ this, on a clofing in- 
vitation, to join with me, in praifing the 
great Author of all Good, for his nu- 
merous, and repeated mercies, and bleff- 
ings> vouchfafed to us both. And the ra- 
ther, at prefent, as this day will conclude 
another year of my life. How much reafon 
have I to fay, with David, O Lord, thou 
crowneft the year with thy goodnefs. 

Wc are never in a better difpofition, to 
aflc, and obtain, further favours from the 
Lord, than when our hearts arc impreffed, 
with a grateful fenfe of thofe, we have al- 
ready received. We have, indeed, reafon 
to praifc him, above itiany \ for his dilpcn- 
fations to us, have been Angularly favour- 
able. His goodnefs has been manifefted, 
from the firft moments of our life; yea, 
ftill more early, from the circumftances of 

Vol. I. O our 
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our birth. It was by the ordination of his 
kind providence, that we were born in an 
age, and land, of light and liberty, and not 
among the millions, who have no know- 
ledge of the means of grace, or of the 
hope of glory i nor among the multi- 
tudes, who are trained up, from their 
cradles, to fubftitute fuperftition for reli- 
gion. . Bull Ihall defer fpcakir^ of fpiri- 
tual mercies, till I haVc faid fomething of 
our temporal bleflings. 

Perhaps we have foraetimes been tempt- 
ed to think, that, becaufe we do not poflefe 
titles and eftates, and are not of .high dif- 
tindlion, and eftimation, in the world, w^ 
have received nothing extraordinary ; but 
two reflections will, I h(^, fuffice to cor- 
reft this miftake. 

Let us, in the firft place, think of the 
miferies ,we know, or obferve, in the world. 
How many are crippled, or maimed, in 
their bodies, or difordered in their minds ? 
How many, at this minute, arc nearly 
perifliing, through extreme want of the 

common 
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tommon neceffaries of life ? How many 
are chained to their beds, by ficknefs, and 
excruciating pains, and can find no eafe by 
day, or by night ? not to infifl: on the more 
deplorable cafe of thofe, who arc fuffering * 

the agonies of a wounded Ipirit, or a terri- * , 

fied cofifciencc. Let us refled on the 
miferies and outrages, which the fcourge 
of war, brings upon cities, provinces, and 
whole nations. Or, if thofe fcenes are too 
(hocking to dwell upon, it will fuffice, to 
take the eftiniate much lower. Let us 
look round us at home, amongft our own 
acquaintance, or, at farthefl:, within the 
bounds of the newfpapers. How many 
fatherlefs — how many widows, do we hear 
of? How many, from happy profpefts, 
rendered fuddenly miferable, by what we 
call cafualties ? Take thefe things toge- 
ther, and let us aflc our confciences, if a 
continued exemption, from fuch a variety 
of evils, and a conftant fupply of the many 
wants, we have, in common with others, 
O 2 arc 
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are not favours which we enjoy, and which 
are afforded, comparatively to few ? 

But farther, let us, in the fccond place, 
turnonr eyes to thofe who are placed in the 
fmoother walks of life, whom cuftomary; 
fpeech calls the happy. Run over what you 
know of thofe, who arc moft noticed for 
pcrfonal qualifications, for their riches, ho- 
nours, or the variety of their means, and 
modes, of pleafure : and then, let us afk our- 
felves, if there is any one amongft all thefe, 
with whom we would be content to change, 
in all points ? If we fhould not accept fuch 
a propofal, as furely we fhould not, (J an- 
fwer for you, no lefs confidently, than for 
myfelf) it follows evidently, that we have 
more to be thankful for, (our own partial 
felves being judges) than many of thofe, 
whom, perhaps, we have been difpofed to 
cnvyi and if fo, it is equally plain, that 
there are no two perfons, upon the face of 
the earth, more indebted to an indulgent 
Providence, than ourfelvcs. 

8 If 
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If I mention particulars^ I rauft begin, 
with what I have moft at heart, our mu- 
tual, happy afFedion. In this, at leaft, we 
are rich ; and this is a kind of wealth, with 
which, gold and filver will bear no com- 
parifon ; nor would many cart loads of 
them, purchafe a fingle grain of fo great a 
biefling. But let us not afcribe this to 
Gurfelves. How mahifeft, how powerful, 
and marvellous, was the hand of God, in 
bringing us together ! For myfelf, I have 
reafon to fay, (as you well know) that 
never was. attempt of the kind fuccef^fu], 
under greater improbabilities > and yet, fo 
pcailiar v/as our turn, thar, had \ve mified' 
^ch other,, perhaps there was not one of 
each fex, iti tlixi kingdom, that'could have 
made us fo entirely happy. 1 hen, after 
marriage, it was not impoSible for us, 
more than others, tp decline into tlir-t f i- - 
tiety, and indifference, fo mixk complain-" 
cd of, apd fo often obferved. \t we had 
funk no lower, than into a cold efteem, a 
fort of niechanical goxl will, tlie world 
O Z might 
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might have judged charitably, that we 
were well matched i but we could not have 
been able to write, to fpeak, to look, and 
to feel, as we do now. But farther, when 
all that wc do poffefs was gi'anted, we 
might ftill have been unhappy, without 
the cfpecial protection of God. We were 
liable to ficknefs, death, and a variety of 
diftreffes, which, if they had not impaired 
our love, would have made it produdivc 
of more pain than pleafure. But, in this 
rcipeft, we have been no lefs diftinguifhed, 
than in the reft. I can give you no idea 
of the many evils, and dangers, which fur- 
rounded me» in my two lafl voyages j not 
can I recount, how many fell bcfide me, 
and at my right hand, who had equal prof- 
pefts, better conftitutions, and, perhaps, 
fuperior (kill. But this was not all, nor 
even halfi for I found, upon my return* 
that my deareft M— was ftill preferved 
to me, and had always the fatisfaftion to 
meet you, in the moft agreeable manner I ^ 

could: 
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could wifh. And I have been conduced 
towards you thus far, in fafety, the third 
time, and my hopes ftill flourilh. 

To the prime article, What we are to 
each other, many may be added, which,. 
though fubordinate,. are very valuable. 
The union, and harmony, of every branch 
of our family ^ an eafy, faJficlent way of 
Kfe, creditable and decentj, if not fplendid. 
But want of room prevents me from en* 
hrging on thefe items, and from the men- 
tion of feveral more, for I am not willing to 
fill the fheet, with what relates merely to 
this tranfitory ftate. The bleffings I have 
recounted^ are ia themfelves great; but 
when compared with the views, and hopes,' 
revealed to us by the gofpel^ they fink at 
once in their importance, and become, any 
ferther than fubfcrvient to our fpiritual in- 
tercfty lefs than nothing, and vanity. All 
advantages of this kind, might have beei> 
permitted us, for the term of a frail Ufe, 
and yet we might have lived and died, 
O 4 grangers 
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ftrangers to God, and to true peaces nay, 
we certainly fhould, had we been left to 
ourfelves. 

Let us, therefore, praife the mercy, and 
goodnefs, of God, for conveying to us all 
his gifts, in the channclof redeeming love ; . 
and for leading us to build our hopes, 
upon the mediation of our Lord Jefus . 
Chrift, who, by being made a curfe for us, 
and dying upon the crofe, has taken out 
that Gurfe,, and evil, which the tranfgreffion 
of our firft parents> had entailed upon the 
vhole lower creadon. Let us praife the 
Lord, that though he has blejQTed us, with Co 
much of our hearts ,defirc, he has enabled: 
us to hope, that he has not appointed us. 
all our portion of good in this life. Let 
us rejoice, not merely in our comforts upon 
earth, but rather, in the tnift we have, 
that our names arc written in heaven. Let. 
us receive our Lord's gifts with thankful- 
nefs, and improve them to his fervice ; and 
may they be doubly welcome ta us, 2I& 
tokens of his love^ and carnefts of his far- 
ther 
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thfer gracious defigns, in our favour. And 
Oh ! may the confcioufnefs of our pad 
riegleft, and our unfuitable returns, for all 
his benefits, infpire us with redoubled di- 
ligence and care> for the future ; and en- 
gage us in a humble,, and daily application, 
to our great Surety, who has undtrrtaken 
to pay all our debts. And may you, my 
deareft M. appear to-morrow at his table,.* 
with thefe views, acknowledging that our 
talents have been, all of his bounty, andthe 
abufe of them, yours and mine,, and all 
that \ve can properly call our owi>. May ■ 
your confeffions end iti peace, and your 
forrow terminate in joy, in receiving the 
pledges of his dying love. You will re- 
member me, and I fliall endeavour to be 
with you in fpirit; and'I truft, on the next 
facrament day, I fiiall accompany you in 
perfon; and before that time, I hope we' 
fhall be permitted, with one hoart, and 
one voice, to .praife die Lord, our light 
and ftrength, and falvation^ who holds our 
fouls in peace,. and fufFers not our feet to 
05^ be 
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be moved. O Lord^ thou haft dealt won- 
derfully with us, therefore will we exalt 
tfoy glorious name ! 

I am unalterably yours. 



My laft, juft informed you, of my 
arrival here, in health and peace. I can 
tell you little more at prefenL I lived al- 
moft without fleep, nearly a week before 
we came in, and my head, and thoughtSr 
are not yet quite fettled. 

It is not at prefcnt determined, whether 
you or I, muft remove from where we are j 
if you receive this without a poftfcript, 
you may expedt me. I ftiall be dear of 
my fhip African, in two days. I have 
quitted her, bccaufe Ihe is fuch a heavy 
failer. But there is another, that was 
born (launched) the fame day with her, 
which I may have if I pleafe, and probably 
I (hall not refufe her, though T know not 
what to do with her at prefcnt. My ^dg- 

ment 



I 
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mcnt telb me, that it would be better to> 
fail fix months hence, and I have almoft. 
induced Mr. M — ^ to think as I do. 
And yet I fear, he fufpefts that I ftart ob- 
jeftions, that I may have the more time to 
pafs with you. I wifli he could know, the 
peculiar turn of my love, and he would 
fully acquit me of fuch a charge. It is 
true indeed, were I mafter of a fmall inde- 
pendency, though but a fmall one,. I 
fhould glory in avowing, that nothing, 
which the mercenary world calls advan- 
tage—not a large heap of yellow counters 
— (hould bribe me to the neceffity, of be- 
ing fb long> and fo far,, from my deareflr 
M. For, when I confider myfelf only, I 
k^now, and feel, that the price of a king- 
4am, would poorly pay me for your ab- 
fcnce. But when I think of you, as un- 
provided fbr^ and liable to I know not 
what, if any 'thing (hpuUl bcfal mei and 
ftill;raore, that your defire of making me 
happy, was the occafion of your beifig in 
this precarious ftatej I almoft grudge 
O 6 every 
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every hour, in which I am not fomc way 
engaged for your intercft. I fliouW bt 
aihamed to be long at home, when your 
concerns require me abroad. However, 
I aim to fubmit every thing, to- the dilpofal 
of that all-wife Providence, on which I 
am permitted to depend, and by which T 
never was, nor can be, difappointed. T 
have many reafons, for defiring a little- 
time with you, if it will fuit my bufinefe ;; 
if otherwifc, I have one reafon againft it, 
that outweighs them all, The fenfe of what 
I owe to you. I confidered, h^hr^ we-, 
married, what muft be the confequence," 
on my fide 5 1 joyfully accepted the terms,, 
with all* difad vantages : and, I thank God,r 
I nevep. yet repented; or thought for* a' 
moment, that \ could either bear, or for-' 
bear, too much, while you- were my mo-*' 
tive, and reward. '\ 

If you afk, how I pafe my time -here ?' 
I anfwer, that if anaflemHage of'all I 
can wi(h for, could farisfy me, without" 
your company, I need not fet my foot 

out 



J 
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• out of Liverpool 5 yet if I did not keep a 
llria watch over my heart, I fhould be 
iineafy, and impatient amidft allj and more 

' fo here than elfewhere, for ^very thing I 
fee, reminds me, that you were with me 
laft yean 



Warringinni 18 AuguJI,. 

I AM thus far, on my return from 
Manchcfter, and thus far, on my way from 
liverpool to London; and hope to be 
with you on Friday. You muft prepare 
for another journey, for I promifed to re- 
turn within a month. Mr, M— , in his 
ufual manner, talks of having the l^Tip at 
fea in fix wfecks ; but I believe it will be 
near twelve before all is ready. I have 
procured, for my new (hip, the name of 
the Bee; both for fliortnefs, and IJgni- 
ficancy. I could comment a good, while 
upon the word Bee, and talk about the 
fting, and the honey; but I forbear, as we 

hope fo foon to mect^ 

I make 



■Hi 
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I make this a day of reft, for I think k 
not right to travel on a Sunday, without a 
more urgent neceflity, than I can plead at 
prcfent. But it has been a cold, unfruitful 
day. It muft be fo at times^ while I am 
encumbered with the world, and the fkfh. 
But I am fomething enlivened, by the re- 
ceipt of yours, of the 14th. Like Heze- 
kiah, I fprcad the letter before the. Lord. 
But my circumftances arc very different 
from his : Inftead of complaining of ene« 
mics, my joyfiil errand to his mercy-feat> 
is, to praife him for his goodnefe j for the 
confirmation of your health, and peace> 
and for the happy prolpedt, of being foon 
with you,, 

The laft week I '^as at fea, was no left 
ftormy with us, than with you 5 and be- 
fides the many invifible, and unheeded: 
evils, from which we were prcfcirsred, we 
were twice in imminent apparent danger^. 
2xA never more fo, than for two or three 
hours before we arrived at Liverpool 
t^t thefc inftances confirm you in the 

perfuafion^. 
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pcrfuafion, that ftorms and calms are 
equally fafe, to thofe who truft in the God 
of the fea, and the dry land. He fome- 
times gives me a view of impending harm> 
to teach me, that I am infufBcicnt to my 
own fafety. But when deliverance is fea- 
fonable, and neceffary, I find it always at 
hand. Had the winds, and weather, dur- 
ing the whole paflage, been at my owa 
choice, I could not have gained my port, 
in a more fatisfaftory manner, or in a bet- 
ter hour, than I did. I had the pleafurc 
of returning thanks, in all the churches, 
for an African voyage performed, with- 
out any difafter, or the lofs of a fingle 
man, (for captain L.was fixed in another 
veflel, fomc time before his death.) This, 
was much noticed, and fpoken of, in the 
town, and I believe, it is the firft inftancc 
of the kind. 

No part of your letter pleafes me fa 
much, as that, where you tell me, you can 
fincerely fay, T^U will of the Lord be done. 
To find us both proficients in this temper,. 

would 
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would rejoice mc more, than the cxpefta- 
don of pafling many winters at homci ani 
yet, I think I fhoOid not undervalue, a. 
fingle hour of your company. But I con- 
fidcr, that in a few winters and fummers 
more, all our endeared hours, will be as 
though they had never been ; but the ef- 
fefts, and confequences, of our temporary 
connexion, will abide for ever. 



N. B. When I returned to I iy^rpool, 
and wa3 upon, the point of failing in* the 
Bee, it pieafcd God to ftop me by illnefs. 
By the advice of the phyficmns, J rcfignedi 
the command of the Ihip; and was.thus>f 
unexpectedly freed, from the difagrecablrs- 
ajid (a3 I now fee it) the abominable em- 
ployment, and traffic, in which L had 
been engaged. So that my marine cor- 
refpondence end$ here. 

My firft attack, was a violent fit, which 
threatened immediate death, and left me 

no. 
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no figns of life, but breathing, for about an 
hour. I foon grew better ; but the fuddcn 
ftroke, made fiich an impreflion upon, my 
dear wife, that it coft her, more than a 
twelvemonth's fevere illnels. My friend, 
Mr. M — ^ procured me a place in the 
Cuftom-houfe ; and when I was conftrained 
to return, to take pofleflion of my office, 
flic had been but a few days a litde revived, 
from a ftate, in which the phyficians had 
given up all hope of her recovery. The fe- 
cond feries of my letters were written, 
while I was Tide-furveyor of the port of 
Liverpool 
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